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Reformation of Manners. 


JEFORMATION is a Word 
ſtriking Terror into the Natural 


ind Forms, as he is unwilling, even to 
he higheſt Degree, to remove from 
em; or to part with *em almoſt on 
any Account for others, be they in 
hemſelves never ſo indifferent. *Tis 
ill harder, if it touch his Manners ; 
ut hardeſt of all, if the Life and Spi- 
it, Heart and Soul is to be reform'd 
and modelled a- new. Reformation, Re- 
generation, Converſion , Mortification , 
ire Words exceeding broad in them- 
ſelves, but confined to a very narrow 
A 2 Com- 


lan, ſo much uſed to his own Ways 
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Compaſs by ſuch as have no Mind to, 1 
enlarge, model, rectifie and reforn b 
their Lives and Manners according p 
hereto. Hence the World is over- P 
ſpread with ſuch Clouds of miſtaken o 
Notions, wrapt up in ſuch a Huddle +; 
of Prejudices, and cheated into ſo me o 
ny palpable Deluſions about the WorkM » 
of REFORMATION and Converſion MW m 
that humane Wiſdom falls infinitelyM + 
ſhort of procuring Means for curing ,, 
ſo deſperate Diſtempers as theſe. or 

One thinks, he is ſufficiently refor lie 
med, if he has but carried the Work y« 


of Reformation to the Standard o ke 
natural Honeſty. A Life externall ſt 
ſober, and a Converſation free fron a 
the Reproach of foul and open Pollu th 
tions, is the ſublimeſt Mark he keep ne 
his Eye fixed on. To which, if he h H. 
arrived in any tolerable degree, Dre. 
acquieſces then from preſſing any more ho, 
forward, bleſſing himſelf in the fond 7x 
Opinion he has of himſelf, and wit Ev 
an inward Diſdain diſregarding thoſq; ne. 
that being left to the baſe Government CF 
of the ſenſual Life, indulge thewſelveW ne: 
in all Manner of lewd and profanq der 


Practices. Such a Man, comparing hiYthr 
Life with, the Life of the moſt abomiYthe 
nable Wretches, and by a falſe Inf 
rence, thinks he has Reaſon enough on: 


to raiſe himſelf above the f by 
5 e 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 3 
of Level of Sinners: Whereas it would 
mill be far better for him, by minding the 
purer and more ſpiritual ſort of Peo- 
ple, to keep himſelf in a ſober Opini- 
on of his ſpiritual Proficiency. By 
this he would prevent the Spreadin 
of Self-Conceit, Preſumption, an 
other Phariſaical Vices, which as ſo 
many Weeds uſe to Jurk and to foſter 
themſelves under the fair Covert of 
outward Honeſty, and ſo ſecretly to eat 
out the very Vitals of Piety and Re- 
ligion. Alas! What a ſhort petty Co- 
vering is this for ſo ſhameful a Na- 
kedneſs! What a foul Sediment is 
ſticking to the Bottom! And what 
a filthy Puddle moving within ! whilſt 
the outward Life runs on in a Man- 
ner ſeemingly good and honeſt enough? 
He ought to obſerve that noble Cohe- 
rence, Rom. XIII. 13, 14. whereby the 
honeſt walking, and putting on the Lord 
JESUS, go linked together, as a plain 
Evidence, that our Converſation can 
never be truly heneft, whilſt the Lord 
CHRIST is not put on in ſuch a Man- 
ner, as the Life of Chriſt that is hid- 
den within, may ſhine outwardly alſo 
through the whole Conduct and all 
the Actions of a Chriſtian. 

Others think their Reformation raiſed 
on a Foundation ſound enough, if there- 
by /ome of the courſer Vices of the - 
TY World . 
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iv The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
World be cut off. I fay, ſome: And 
they are generally ſuch, as their na. 
tural Propenſity doth not great. 
prompt them to. Theſe now theyſWma 
ſhake off with a ſort of Diſdain and 
ſeeming Abhorrency ; and ſeeing au 
thers take their full of ſuch Vices et. 
they hate, they then flatter themſelye Co 
with a moſt noble Reformation and unWul: 
queſtionable Change of Heart an(MWut 
Manners. They uſe to exclaim migh{Wot 
tily againſt thoſe Sins that others ard! 
guilty of, and they ſeem to be in a greatÞnd 
Zeal againſt ; but don't meddle witlW Þ 
ſuch as are likely to flie in their ow | 
Face, and caſt a Damp upon their fond 
Self-Conceit, if too narrowly look. 
after and examin'd into. In the mean © 
time, they ſhew a particular Favoußey 
to their laſt Hold-faſt, their leadinghic 
and beloved darling Sin. This theyPol! 
hug ſecretly, when they ſeem moßzme 
angry with thoſe that. are given vg 
to another ſort of Vice than thei cl 
Such an one is like to thoſe that bloꝗ lle. 
up a Town to reduce it by Faminqg*ur 
and, in order thereto, ſecuring all Hire 
Avenues whereby any Proviſion mig 
be brought in; but leaving open of bo 
Paſſage, will certainly labour in vai mt 
in all their Attempts, the beſiegeſ thi 
being enabled, by the 2 of this fr. 
Paſſage, to draw in ſufficient Proviſi (a) 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. v 
and thus to wear out the moſt reſolute 
Patience and Courage of their Enemy. 
Arbus it is with the Work of Refor- 
mation. Sin will never be ſtary'd, 
{whilſt it has left the leaſt Liberty to 
Waunch out into the World, and to 
fetch a Supply from Vanity. Theſe 
onverts enter upon Terms of Capi- 
ulation. They will ſurrender one, 
but not the other, And Sin having 
pot Footing in one Place, will rally 
Wl! the reſt that ſeem'd to be broke 
nd ſcattered, and redouble its Vigour 
n baffling the Work of Grace, tending 
o bring over the Soul to the Obedi- 
nce of Faith. 

Others flatter themſelves, that the 
ork of Reformation is done, after 


neal 
voufey have ſhaken off one Corruption, 
din hich appeared more exorbitant and 


Woliſh, and taken up in another 
mewhat more authorized, but no leſs 


mol 

n vſÞngerous. Truly this may be an 
nein rchange of Sins, but can never be 
bloc led a Reformation from a ſinful 
mineWourle. The Life may ſeem reformed, 
1 thre the Words of an eminent Divine 


nigh) When Men only change their 
a onffl Poiſtrous Sins, for ſach * de- 
vai mure and fober. Theſe are apt to 
jegelll Think, that this Change muſt be a 


5 fred wwe =s 
rifoofh (a) By. Hopkin's Works, p. 521. 
all "MI Change 
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“ Change of their Nature, whereas in. 
<« deed it is but only a changing and 
ce bartering of their Sins; and uſually 
it is ſuch a Change too, that though 
<< it render the Life more inoffenſive, 
„ yet it makes the Soul more incuras 
© ble. — Thus the Sins of Youth 
% drop off in declining Age, being 
©« then incongruous. This is that 
«© which deceives many, when they 
“ look back upon thoſe numberleſj 
% Vanities that they have forſaken an 
“% ſhaken off, and find how deadne( 
„ their Hearts are to thoſe ſinful 
«© Ways which before they delighte 
© in; they conclude, that certain] 
this great Change muſt needs pr 
« ceed from true Grace; whereas in 
© deed they do not leave their Sins 
« bur their Sins leave them, and dro} 
« off from them as rotten Fruit fron 
« the Tree. To this ſort of falſe ! 
formation, we may alſo refer that 0 
thoſe, who lopping off the outwan 


| 


Branches and Excreſcences of Sil 
make it but retire into the more interim 
Regions of the Soul. Alas! Howe! 
ny Pollutions are foiſter' d in the In F 

Ito 


gination, and what a monſtrous Brod 
of Sin is but too much roving abo 
in the Memory, when a Man by ti 


Katie 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. ix 
ation, gets the Repute of being good 


ly nd religious al] over. 
gh Others value themſelves. upon Fits 


Starts of Reformation, hoping to 
»me off with ſome ſudden Flaſhes 
Wriking in upon 'em. Such, convul- 
re Fits don't hold the Soul long, 


Ing | 

band forebode often . moſt dangerous 
hey mptoms.. They are of two ſorts: 
je ow and then they are attended with 
an divine Operation, tend ing to ſoften 


e Mind into a Senſe of Religion, 


net Senſe | 
air rather to ſurpriſe it into a ſerious 
toon ſideration-. of its Ways. But at 


ther times 'tis the meer Effect of hu- 
ane REASON: fired by the many 
arful Inferences about the Approach 


S in 

Sing certain Judgments beginning to ga- 
dra ber over our Heads, and threatnin 
fro Inundation of outward Afflictions. 
e ad then the Impreſſions it leaves be- 
r ind, are very ſhort-lived. As ſoon 


war the Clouds that forebode theſe diſ- 
al Showers begin to ſcatter, and now 


erode Calm comes in after the Storm, 

vs maWele Fits are dried up preſently, and 
Ine corrupted Will that was hurried 
gro to a violent. Agitation, ſettles it ſelf - 
abo the faſter on its own Lees, dream- 0 
tis ot nothing but Peace and Safety. 


ch a State may prove at laſt very 
angerous. For theſe ſudden hides | ; 
ons touching chiefly the intellectual part, 

„ RE 
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Sick of ſome exceſſive Superfiniti 


queſt over it. 


* The Epiſtle Dedicatory, 
without thoroughly reaching th 
WILL, the latter intrenches it fel 
the deeper againſt any new Onſet thy 
might for the future be made up 
it. Such Pollutions as were diſuſe 
whilſt this ſudden Heat feized 
Soul, are now all taken in again, au 
hugg'd the more, the farther the Dai 
ger ſeems temov'd that threatned he 
Such an one never felt thoromghly thy 
Peſtilential Infection and inward Dil 
ſtemper wherewith the Soul is ſmittet 
though he ſeem'd to be alittle 8. 


clogging even the very natural Min 
But this ſerves only to indulge nb} 
the more his Appetite, 'and : to dit 
the higher the Luſts reſtrained 'a-whil 
by Forte. The Danger ſeems not 
paſt, de got aſhore, the Alarms | at 


. Lo > | 
over, the taging Tempeſt becalndif | 
and the Heat ſetting a fire his Paſſion i: 
is cooled again. The whole Man e 

turns now to his native Temper, li: 
the Dog to his Vomit. And even thi; 

little ſpiritnal Motion and Spark . 
Life that did He glimmering in . 

midſt of this reſtleſs Hurry is now tht 

more deadned and bennmm'd, are 

cortupt Nature has got ſo full Cool | 
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tte To the Number of an imper felt Re- | 
e ar ion we may alſo refer the reſting 
tag, 4 primitive Form of Worſhip. Tis 
ne epidemical Diſtemper of all Parties 


f Chriſtendom, to pretend to a primi- 
ive Way of Worſhip, and there is no 
auhvant in every Party, of Men ready to 
iſe up in Defence thereof. Theſe 
re generally cried up as zealous. Pro- 
Peters of Religion, by thoſe that are 
f the Party, and the Kingdom of 
darkneſs has loſt very little, if any 
hing at all, by Broils and Conteſts of 
is Nature. As it has been all alo 

ne unhappy Task of polemical Books to 
iden the Differences about Religion, 
rhich they were to cloſe up. So it 
as been particularly the diſmal Effect 
f ſuch Books as were ,deſign'd only 
d magnifie the Form of a Party. Now 
mei people take up in a reform'd Form, 
ithout a ſincere Reformation of Life 
| pd Manners, it muſt needs prove a 
me and abortive Reformation. Cer- 
inly the Apoſtolick FOR M will 
and us in no ſtead, without improving 


it the Apoſtolick SPIRIT, to put 
ate and Motion into it. Therefore 
Co behoveth thoſe that ſtrive to.main- 
in a Primitive way of Worſhip, to 
> no leſs (nay, to do abundantly 
re) for the Revival of a primitive 


to the Apoſtolick END, and with- - 


a 2 in 


* 


— — 2 — — a = 
I 


— ay 


— — 
— m — 9 
» bt 8 = 1 * 
W 4 2 at 


— 


vt — 


= x IIa —•—7 


A Mr 


E 
—44 - - - > - 
- = 2 3 
— nh ” - 
- Sa > —A- 
n 
* — iy - 


xii © The Epiſtle Dedicatory, 
Spirit, leſt they make Religion like 


ed together by a Noiſe, but having 
no Spirit in them. 


them thereto. Truly, theſe Work 


Exzekiels dry Bones ſhaken and hurri- 


Next akin. to this ſuperficial ſort 


of Reformation, is the falſe Reſt whichMin 
many take in an humane and ſtrict Per. th 
formance of many outward Duties orig 
Religion. I ſay, an humane Performance Meh! 
For thoſe that reſt in ſuch a Perfor- th. 
"mance don't conſider the Principle K 


the moving Cauſe a Chriſtian ought toll 
act upon. If ſpiritual Duties, or Du 
ties of Religion, be performed merel 
by an humane Drift or Impulſe, then 
will undoubtedly favour of their origi 
nal Principle, and not move beyount 
their productive Cauſe. When the 
ſeem. to mount up to the very Skie 
or Heaven it ſelf, yet will they fal 
back into their own natural Element 
Thus it is with many who uſe to bt 
frequent in praying, reading, hearing 
and other Exerciſes of that Nature 
For they make that their Religion 
which ſhould be only a Means to leat 


can't be the Fruits of the Spirit, as thi 
Works of a Chriſtian ought to be. 
they were Fruits, they would the 
ſpring up from an inward Root, an 
the Spirit, and Power thereof woul 
diffuſe it ſelf through the whole Oo 

| 9 10 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory;, Nix 
ke duc of a Chriſtian Life, moving, in- 
ri-Mfnencing and fructifying alf the 
ing Branches and Leaves thereof, and ſup- 

plying 'em with Vigour and Virtue 

ort drawn from: the ROOT, hidden with- 
chin. And this is a further Evidence, 
er: that all out ward Ae ans and Helps, if 
_ ofÞfightly applied, ought to tend to ſome- 
ce Irbing elſe, viz. to a fuller ripening of 
He Seed of the Word ingraffed within, 
like ſweet and plentiful Showers: 
chat ſprinkle, quicken and advance 
ie: Seed committed to the Ground.“ 
There is another ſort of Reformati- 
:henÞþ*, falling. ſhort of the true and ge- 
ig nine Spirit of the Goſpel; and this is 
ondfthe ſubliſting = a e and Legal Way 
theſbf Religion. fubſiſting > For 
dies truly, the — oug i to s rough, 
 falſÞut not to dwell i =; it. The ſtubbora 
1entWpiric of Vice ought to be expoſed to 
o bÞur' View, and the very Bowels of the 
ringWody of din ript open by the Diſci- 
ure line of the Law, to humble the Soul, 
gieuhnd hereby to qualifie her for the Re- 
leaFWeption of the ſweet Influence of the 
orkWove of God. But if People take up 
s tha the. Severity of the Law, without 
>. Endeavouring after the Miniſtration of 
the be GOSPEL; the outward Strictneſs 
, angzeill be pt. to ſour and leaven the 
voulzlind, but never bring it to the ſweet- 
Conf bo reſulting from the Diſ- 
dus 1 a 3 penſation 


- Stone muſt be added by the Goſpel. 


Lineaments, as it were, of a- ſpiritual 


ders em infinitely more nimble and 


xiv The Epiſtle Dedicatory, 
penſation of the Goſpel. The Difci- I 
pline of the LAW, as a Work prepa- 
ratory, may begin a true Reformation, I bt 
but it will never fimſh it. It may 
lay the firſt Foundation, but the Top- 


It may make the firſt Draught and 


Religion, but the Goſpel muſt give 
it the finiſhing Stroak, and repreſent 
it to the Life in all its Colours, and 
forming; Chriſt as the vitali Principle 
thereof within. One that acts by the 
Impulſe of the Law, doth not act by 
the ſpiritual Nature: Whereas the very 
Vigour and Marrow of Religion con- 
fiſts in the Partzcipation of the divine 
Nature. Wherever this is raiſed in 2 
Soul, there the Law has done its 
Work, and tHe Royal Lam of Love is 

now become the grand Spring, that 
ſets all the Wheels, I mean, all the 

Faculties of the Soul a going. And 
truly, this is fo far from deadning off: 
clipping the Wings of the Mind, put 
into Motion hy the Law, that it ren- 


active, than all the Severity of the 
Faw ever would do. Tis not ' the 4 
Law, but the Goſpel, that begets a new 
Life; and wherever this is, there-it NN 
wilt be a Well of living Water Pla 
SPRINGING up nn, WO) 
15 IT | 'There 
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pa- Mlaw and in the Goſpel ;, G2 Car. 5. 14.) 
— but the former is attended with anxi- 


e latter is a Conſtraint of Love, 
which, diffuſes it ſelf like an heavenly 


tual 22 one Hand the Life of Grace. and 
ive conſuming on the other whatſoever is 
ent oppoſite to its ſublime. and heavenly 
and Nature. And this is the very. ada. 
ple ve Principle of Chriſtian Duties, tranſ 
tbelforming us more and more into God's 
by ELikene S, (lor God is Love) and infuſing” 
ery che divineſt Temper into the Soul. 
on- But alas! What a Multitnde of Pres 
neadices, wrong 
id we continually find about the Work 

f Reformation, that. Zire a falſe Tins 
is ture to the Eye of Mind, and hereby 
bares tents the Sight of TRUTH! I 
theſdall mention, but one more, and then 
ail have. done with ſo tedious a 

or , ade as this. Same, when. they con- 
put orm te 30 the: Airs and Faſhions. of 
en- The World, and move all along with 


nde common Tide, will neverthelefs 


the tell you they are good within, and that 
the beſe things are in themſelves little in- 
ew cent: Piver ſons + and Piccadillo's, 


It ach QI | Otto | be pur: upon the 
ter lack Liſt - of Offenders, nor cried 


Pon for-filthy Tranſgreſſivns of God's. 
| 5 a 4+ Law. 


There is a conſtraining both in the 
ous. and fearful Impreſſions ; whereas 


Flame, through the Soul, nonriſhing up 


rong Notions and Miſtakes, 
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xvi The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
Law. Theſe People have a Mind to 
paſs incognito through the World. 
They take indeed upon 'em the Name 
of Chriſtians, but are unwilling to on 
their Character as ſuch, fince Chriſt 
has, with the way of Religion he ſet 
up, loſt in a Manner all his Credit 
among the Generality of People. The 
Religion of Chriſt makes ſo mean a 
Figure now a- days, that it is not mo- 
diſh enough for a World hating fo nar- 
Tow a way to which the Lord has con- 
fined it. They make Religion con- 
formable to their Humours, inſtead of 
- conforming theſe to the Ryles of Re- 
Tioion, The inward Goodneſs they 
* boaſt of, muſt be a very ſorry one, 
ſince it has not ſo much Power as to 
keep the outward Body and Govern- 
ment of the Senſes in a tolerable Or- 
der. The Light they go by, muſt needs 
be an igni: „n ſince their outward 
Life and Conduct is drawn aſide and 
hurried into ſo many palpable Deluſi- 
ons. They are doting about Queſti- 
ons; whether it be lawful to frequent 
Tlay- Houſes, to play at Cards, to con- 
form to this thing, or to another, &c. 
And all this hecauſe they have no 
Mind to break looſe from thoſe Trifles, 
and to beſto Their precious Hours 
upon the greateſt Concern of their 
Salvation. Truly, it would be _ 
| | y 
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ö ly ia vain to enter the Liſts with 
ſuch a ſort of People, or to pretend 


to argue them into a better Temper. 
But certainly had they any the leaſt 
Taſte of the Love of God ſhed abroad 
in their Hearts, they would not ask, 


thing be lawful. Were they but come 
home with the Prodigal, and adorned 
as he was with the Gifts of the Father, 


ſtruct them what is his Will? And 


is it that they can be ſo ignorant of 
what would be proper to expreſs that 


Life of Chriſt? Let not therefore any 
for a Principle of their Life, if about 


ſuch ſorry Trifles they «can diſpute, 
or have any Doubt. For if this Love 


Earth, they need not any one to teach 


and will teach them concerning all 


is moſt fit for them to do, even as it 
aq - hath 


but feel, whether this thing, or that 


they would diſdain to feed any longer 
on ſo dry and inſipid Husks as theſe. 
Should not the Love of God in- 


if they have the Mind of Chriſt, how, 


Mind by, or would beſt agree with the-- 


deceive themſelves, as if they had this 
Mind in them, or the Love of God 


abide in them, and if they be verily. 
ated from the ſame Mind that was in 
Chriſt | Jeſus, when he dwelt upon 


or inſtru& them as to theſe Matters: 
LOVE will here be the beſt Inſtructor, 


things, and in all Circumſtances, what 
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hath tanght all the Saints hitherts- in 
their ſeveral Generations. This. is the 
only true Spring of Reformation: 
Every thing befides will fail him that 
depends upon it; but this hath never 
failed any one, neither can it fail any 
that truſt to it. It- is the. Chriſtinn 
Anoint ing, whereby we. are made Chri- 
ſtiaus indeed: It is the ruth in every 
real Work of Reformation; and there- 
in is % Tie at all, neither can there 
be; But in every Reformation which 
turns not upon this, there muſt needs 
Be ſomewhat of Lie, how. well ſoever 
cloak*d under the Covering of Truth, 
Which will in the End be apt te-ruine 
the. whole. SuperſtruQure, if not time - 


When 1 firſt thought: of ded ĩca- 
ting the following Diſcourſe againſt 
the Fear of Mas to your Honourable, thi 


TREES oCes Mo. eu... 


SOCIETY, and the Name of the glo-] 


ros Work you are:engaged in coming ane 
to my Mind, I ſuppoſed the. Hints, 
Kere premiſed might not be utterl 
inconſiſtent either with your Deſign. 
or the. Diſeourſe here agnexed. * Fis 
REFORMATION you. know, your 
Endeavours. are bent upon: A Work 
beth-hiehly-neceflary and uſeful im ſo 
deformed: and licentiens an Age we 


| The Epiſtle De dicatory. xix N 
thing, Fae to an heartleſs Coldneſs "pl 
wherein the Manners of the . 
ds Chriſtians are conformed to 1 
4 W z wherein .iqward Religion 10 
is cried- down for a-fottiſh Piece of 
Enthuſiafm, and of an over- religious 
Nicety, and thoſe that adhere to it 
1 arg without any Fence to the De- 
of , alers and Scaf- - 
5 ay; An Age, wherein Religion is 
160k'd upon as an Invention of Men, 
only contrived to daunt the Piſſolute 
into ſome. Strictneſs of Manners; and 
the Factious and Rebeltious ipto ſome 
Awe, to anſwer the better the Ends 
of a Political Government. Nay, an 
Age wherein, after the Loſs of the- 
Subſtance, .we have left almoſt nothing 
but empty Terms and Names of re- 
ligious Affairs, and 'thoſo with Signi- 
ron ut upon em ſo large, as may 
wer r ſearch too narrowly*1ato - 
the? inward State of the Soul. 
This deplorable. Aſpe& of ſo many 
and overflowing Corruptions, Deluſions 
Prejudicies has moy'd me to offer: 
| thi ſmall Piece againſt the Fear © 1 91 75 
to your Con fide ration; bein „ 
1 75 Which the beſt CO! ed ee 
ulthods for carry ing on a Reformatiag 
Nuit Tall mort of The: intended EN D. 
ape e, ad in Ffigh. Busch in che 
A my Saas 
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xx : The Epiſtle Dedicator. 
eliſh.; and after having made up and tc 
dawn a good Impreſſion on ſome,,who cr 
are convinced of the Neceſſity of diſ- Wo 
couraging ſo. baſe a Vice as this, it ap- ſer 
pears now the ſecond Time, in hopes th 
of a larger Bleſſing that perhaps may Nyc 
accompany it. It can't expect Fayour WG 
every where, no more than the Au- ge 
thor has done hitherto. By evil Re. Ime 
port, and good Report; as Deceivers, and th 
yet true, is the Apoſtle's Morte, left to lt 
thoſe that any ways are concerned in re! 
the hazardous Enter prize of Reforma- lat 
tion. As none onght to put off ſo In. 
glorious a Work, till every one ſpeak for 
well of it; ſo none onght to give over, IZe 
by Reaſon of the Oppoſition which is Iſo 
like to be raiſed againſt it. Such as 
in a fair Day are employed in reaping 
and gathering in their Corn, don't 
mind every trifling Story of the Goers- 
by, nor the Rambles of ; thoſe: that 
paſs by in their vain and airy Fro- 
licks. They are entirely given up to 
the Buſineſs. in hand, improving the 


lign 

time whilſt they have it, leſt à ſud : py t 
den Shower breaking in divert emſrlt a 
from ſo uſeful an Employment. Bye 
this our Author uſes to ſet out thehcco 
Work of a Chriſtian deſigned to do] U 
Good in the midſt of a corrupted 0 4 
World. *Tis not Time here to hear re 
en to every little Reflection, but ratherFy it 

4; f tc 


NN 1 
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d, * {3 1 u., . , - . £Y ” 41 e. +4 
1 to 29,99. che wore, earneſtly, the loug- 
o e the, overBowing. Wigkedneſs cries 
. for Reformation. And who is able to 


> engage in fo ele a, Work, but he 
es that is reſolved neyer to gain the Fa- 
yy Pour of, Men, with the Piſpleaſure of 
ur Pod ?, The, firſt. Foundation: Work is 
u- generally the hardeſt,and attended with 
2 moſt Difficulties, Lis the Work. of 
nd the Law, full of Rigour and Severity. 
to lt is the firſt Step put to the Tor- 
in rent of Wickedneſs, and to reſtrain 
ga- Nat leaſt, in ſome Degree its boiſterous 
ſo loundation... And would to God that 
ak Iſome might be inſpired with an holy 
er, [Zeal to add the Top- ſtone to a Work 
1 is Ro happily begun by many Societies 
as both in this Kingdom of Great-Britain 
10g and Ireland. For truly, it is the Diſpen- 
ſation of the GOSPEL, that roots out 
that intractable Temper, which the Lax 
did reſtrain; It cures. from within, 
what the Law bound down from with- 
dut: It takes away the inward Ma- 
lignancy, whoſe Eruptions were damped 
by the Rigour of the Law for a while :. 
It acts by Love, as the Law doth by 
ear, What is begun by one, muſt be 
accompliſhed by the other. 

Upon the whole: Chriſt is not come 
o deſtroy the Law, but to fulfil, i. e. 
o render it more compleat, and to car- 
y it to the Pitch of the true ſpiritu- 
al 


— 


to obtain their com pleat 


— 
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al Senſe: All the Laws, either Divine 0 
Humane, muſt he at laft reſolved inte 
the Lam ef the Spirit of Life. ; thereby 
Cha haraQe 
and full ons B-ia eg And wh 
would queſt ion, that many a. Sou| 
wonld be reſcued, which naw ſeem 
paſt feeling, if but ſuch Eſtabliſhments 
were at hand, wherein, by. ſuffloſen 
Means of Grace afforded” a 0 ey 
might be taught how to ſhake off the 
Burden of Pollutions, and readity to 
give up themſelves to the Couaug 0 
a better Maſter. - Many a Soul mig ht 
then be r dat now or Fa 
ſtray like a loſt Sh cep, and ple 
Iy conſtrained to bear now the 4 — 
Yoke of the Lord's Diſcipline, and to 
yield her ſelf up to his Government 
and Directions. Which the great * 
former of all Hearts, by the all- 
erful Working of his Spirit, effe 10 
bis own 6 had to his op YM 


; [1 * — * 
- 4817 1 (1 of 11 11 hes TT 


uh all Miniſters and Teachers in. 
sen Churches aud Schools througb- 
hel ont Germany; Grace; Mer- 


/ toll 335 and Peace; "from God the- 
oi Father, aud our Lord. Jeſus. 
re, in the Fellowſhip 
an] Communion * the. Holy. 
reel Ghoſt. 


280 liber Brethrew; — 


FE E me leave, who - am the; 
leaſt of all tlie Servants . of 
BESUS CH R IST, for the Love 


on, to Dedicate 16: you, the. follow-. 
g. Treatiſe. For tho 1: be the 
Peaneſt Member- in the ſpiritual 
ody of our Bord Jeſus Chriſt, (if 


; ed me) yet, 
F in — thereby partaker. of 855 


| Saco CY 


and 


herewtth God hath loved us in his 
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alſo to the ſfrong and more honour: 
able Members, which ſtand in need 


conformable unto the Mind of out 


faulty or imperfect, 'tis hoped yo 
will commend the ſame to the Mer: 


— 
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Life, Spirit, and Power. reſiding in 
Him as our  ever-bleſſed HEA D; 
and conſequently what deſcends from 
him, is not mine, but His; deriving 
it ſelf, by Virtue of that Head, not 
only to the weak and deſpicable, but 


of the Co-operation of the weakeſt 
Member, to the End, the whole 
Body may perſorm the Work fo 
which it is deſigned, v/z+ its own 
GROWTH and Edification Tf-there 
be any thing in theſe few Lines 


chief Shepherd, and proceeding from 
the CES 


of his Spirit, why ſhould 
it not be readily received? And if 
after a truly ſpiritual” Trial thereof, 
you find any thing that is human 


ey and Love of our great Shepherd, 
to correct in me by the graciou 
Influence of his Spirit. And J. ſhal 
de vety thankful, if any one, endu 
& with. a | larger een, will be 

* 
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The Author's Dedication. 25 
pleaſed to inſtruct me for my fur- 
her Edification. 8 

I do not offer this as a Piece of 
great Learning, or a Thing extra- 
rdinary, as ſome might perhaps con- 
lude, from the Perſons to whom it 
Dedicated. The plain Truth of my 
od, ſet out in its natural Luſtre, 


refiſÞ1d the leaſt Communication of His 
joleſ@ivine- Power lively affecting the 


eart, 15 infinitely more valuable to 
e, than all the pokte Arts and 
earning of this World. And my 
nly boaſting in the Lord is this, 
hat I have betaken my ſelf to that 
chool, and without any Merit or 
worthineſs of my own; have been 
eceived into it, wherein the higheſt 
Viſdom is, ro know FESUS CHRIST, - 
1d him crucified” And tho' I (who. 
ave” ſcarcely learnt” the firſt Ele- 
ents, and, as it were, my 4B C in 
15 School) have the Boldneſs to re- 
eat this my Leſſon in the hearing 
fall; yet oughtꝭit not to be deem- 
dan Effect of Pride in me, ſinee 
do not commend it as a thinks 
eat or ſingular. But the Love's 

\d my 


— — — 
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my Neighbour(ſince we all have but 
one Creator and Redeemer ) hath 
conſtrained: me, ſome Years ago, to 
offer. my plain Thoughts to the 
Conſideration of others, concerning 
the inordinate Fear. of Man, under 
the Title of Nicodemus, that Night · 
Diſciple af our Lord. And altho 
ſome Sheets of. it. were then Printed, 
yet hath the finiſhing of a by a 
nifold interv 
interrupted till now, that * Lord 
was pleaſed to excite me a- new, and 
graciouſly: afford: his Aſſiſtance, tollf 
give. it the finiſhing, Streak at; laſh 
My Soul hath. been grigyed Wr 
a time in the Senſe of the ap 
Corruption, not only of all. x 
general but alſo of eur. Order in — 
feular, More 1 7 bath my 
Heart been touched to the. quic 
when from- 1 Inſtances. | 
have been convinced, that the. FEM ou 
of MAN. is. become the E ” 
Diſeaſe: of our Teachers. For ws ll. 
L. reflect on one band, Wich what Spi 7 
rit, with what, Joy, with, what uſe | 
daunted Courage and Boldneſs th i. 


The Aut bor s Dedication. 27 | | 
Servants of God, in the Old and = f 
ew Teſtament, ſet aſide all Regard. i} 
and Fear of Man, delivering, as the il 
ord's Ambaſſadors, their Meſſage 
plainly, and without mincing the 
itter, tho' it expos'd them to the 
*Wpparent Hazard of their Lives 
ind on the other, how gently and 
Moſtly we go about it now a Days; 
Ind how little we manifeſt the Truth 
Wo the Conſeience of every one: i 
Then I moreover eonſidered how >= 
nuch they ſuffered with Chriſt their 
Word, for the Sake of their Teſtimony; 
nd how the moſt of us take care to 
WyWPreach. ſo ſmoothly, as not to incur 
rentfihe leaſt Shadow of their Sufferings: 
u il this made the difference between 
pars and them appear ſa exceeding. 
ag reat to me, that I could not but 
neue amazed and aſtoniſhed at it. 
es Pardon me, Beloved - Brethren, if 
Au think me to ſpeak with too 
"couch; Plainneſs and Simplicity; for 
rhei am not at all aſhamed to become | 
Spi Foo! for Chriſt's Sake, that I may. | 
ua wife indeed. I muſt own,. that | 
a is much upon my Mind, how | | 
Se e 


any 
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Peter, and the reſt of the Apoſtles; 


ſhort, It remains therefore, that Boll 


————— 
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very few there be amongſt us, that 
really believe what Chriſt faith, Luk, 
I4 33. Whoſoever he be that forſaketh 
not all that he hath, he cannot be my 
Difciple : As alfo, how few there bel 
amongſt us, that can ſay with St. 


Lord, we have forſaken all, and follow-W 
ed Thee, Matth. 19. 27. 1 queſtion , 
not, but we are all very well plea 
ſed, that we are allowed to haare 
Wives and Children, and'to poſſtfs 
the Goods of this World, and in- A 
deed the Scripture does not difallovÞ c 
it. But do we as well conſider that 
of St. Paul, x Cor. 7. 29, 30, 31. 
This, I ſay, my Brethren, the time j 


they that have Wives, be as tbo they 
had none: And thoſe that weep, agen 
tbo” they wept not; and they that rejoice Nn. 


as thi” they rejoiced not; & they that buy. 


— 


ſler was in this World, he was fo fut 


as tho' they poſſeſſad nor; and they b 
that uſe this World, as not abuſing it 


for the: Faſhion of this World paſſeth Q 


away. When our Lord and Mw 


from deſiring the Honours, Pleaſures, 
* | | and 
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and Riches of it, that he was indeed 
the pooreſt and moſt deſpiſed amongft 
Men, entirely ſpending the Days of 
is Humiliation in procuring our 
Salvation and Happineſs. And 'tis 
he that tells us, Luk. 14. 27. H bo- 
fever doth not bear bis C roſs, and come 
ter me, cannot be my Diſciple. And 
bt. Peter faith, x Ep. 2. 21. Chrift 
uffered for us, leaving us an Exam- 
ple, that we ſhould follow his Steps. 


ught to be ſo many ſhining Lights 
rv others, by our hearty denial 
df all the- Honours, Pleafures, and 
Riches of this World; and by em- 
loyi ing our Lives entirely for the 
Service and Aſſiſtance of our Neigh- 
pour, But if, on the contrary, we 
ek our ſelves, being influenced in 
hat we do, by temporal Concerns ; 
hen, as far as I underſtand, we de- 
boYþarc from that ptorious pattern 
hriſt our Lord and Maſter hath 
t before us: Neither is there any 
hing to m Apprehen ſion, that 
joth more effectually deprive us of 
od's Blefling in our Calling, than 
his doth. For ſure it is, that the 


hence 1 conclude, that we alſo 


greater 


— — ——— — — 


or that which is His: And if he h 
not well pleaſed with us, whence ca 


are ſo ſtrongly poſſeſſed with t 
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to add a Word more to you. W 
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greater Concern we have for 
own Profit, Eaſe, and Honour, th 
leſs we ſhall have for promoting th 


real Good of our Neighbour. Ani 


as long as our Minds are not whol 
ly . conformable to the Mind of oy 
great Shepherd, (whoſe Servants w 
are) it is impoſſible he ſhould bi 
well pleaſed with us. For he ſearch 
eth our very Hearts, and regards al 
our Doings and Iatentions, whethe 
we feed the Flock, or our ſelves 
Whether we ſeek every one his own 


we expect a Bleſſing upon ſo ſacre 
a Function as ours, fince we cannd 


have it but from his Grace? Thi 
T take to be the true Cauſe, why v 


Fear of Man; for did we deſire n 
thing in the World, we ſhould na 
fear it. 


Give me leave, beloved .Brethredf 
have a Day of Judgment before u 


when we, muſt give an Account 
the ſupr eme Bilkop of our Stewart 


The Author's Dedication. 31 
ſhip, who will demand of us, whether 
we have deſired the Things in this 
world infinitely lefs, than the Salva- 
uon and Happineſs of Men, according 
o his own Example, who had no- 
ding elſe in his Eye > How can we 


Eppearing before him in that Day 
th Joy, when our Hearts will up- 
raid us, chat whilſt we were here, 
hive took more Pains to improve our 
res and, than the Souls committed to 
wolpur Care? To encreaſe our Stock, 
p Shan to lay = in ſtore a good Foun- 
cre@ation © againſt the time to come? 
and That we. were either careleſs in our 
Thi reaching, without the leaſt TinQure 
7 pf godly Zeal and Earneſtneſs, as if 
tht were no more than ſome other 
e notommon Trade; or elſe intending by 
4 nol rather to ſet forth our own Arts 
W DTD, Han to recommend-the 
hbreqÞple Trut 
ut any Gloſs or Trimming, to the 


Sonſciences of Men? Alas! It is 


8 9 


ar af Men, both 
ſh - 


© 


- 


—— — 


hen entettain the leaſt Thought of 


nd to ſum up our yearly Revenues, 


of Jeſus Chriſt, with 


t ut too apparent, that the Generali- 
in Cities and Vil- 
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Reformation with another: kind d 
| Earneſtneſs, than hitherto. we hay 


— 


niſter at Roſtock, left the mentioned Bak. « 


; | Sf — * 
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lages, are ſunk into the blacktſ 
Vices, and all Manner of the moſt ar 
bominable Corrupt ions. 

If ſo be now we continue ſleeping 
and do not ſet upon the Work Win 


done, how think we, ſhall we be able 
with any Boldneſs, to ſtand - befor: 
the Son of Man, or alledge that com oi 
mon Excuſe, that we have done our 
Endeavour, and we could do no more or 
There are but few. amongſt us, uhu. 
ſo truly take to Heart their incum- 
bent Duty, as did the late pious (Her 
Groſge bauer in his Watchman's Voice M 
For did we ſeriouſly conſider, ha w. 
he hath written, it were impoſliblſWwi 
for us not to join Hand in Hand, and 
. Wes With em. 


* 


( Theopbilus Groſgebauer,) 4 Lutheran; Mi 


i Death, which was ſoon after Printed with a 
Apprabat ion of the Faculty of Divines. - It con A 
tains 4 Diſcovery of the Cauſes of the Decay [ 
Chriſtian Piety, and the Unſucceſsfulneſs of tht 
Verd of God, and of the Sacraments in thie E 
vangetical Churches, for the Promoting 4 re! 
Conperſion in v9.15, See the Preface to Pieu 
Ha lenſis. 8 i, 


— 
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et with united Force, to hazard Life 
tand Eſtate, Heads and Crowns, in 
reſcuing the Honour of God, which 
ng is ſo horribly aſſaulted and violated 
a in theſe Days. 
att appears alſo, that we are very 
aveſW little concerned about what the Scri- 
ptures both of the Old and New 
ore Teſtament repreſent to us, viz. that 
m-M our Order hath been always moſt 74 
curl Fault, whenever a general Corrupti- 
re on hath overſpread the People. Do 
vba we conſider what a thundring Le- 
im cture is read to Paſtors and Teach- 
(a)Mers in Jeremiah 23. Ezek. 34. and 
ice Matth. 22 > If we did, ſhould not 
hat we apply our ſelves to our Duty 
ible with another kind of Fervour than 
and hitherto we have 2 Should we not be 
vit more folicitous about the State of 
our own Souls in the firſt Place, and 
in the next, about the Souls that 
belong to our Charge ? Should we 
not break looſe from the tranſitory 
Amuſements of this World? Should 
not we enter into greater Familiari- 
ty with Chriſt our Lord and Maſter 
ey Prayer 2 Should not we in many 
things, give a more ediſying and ſhi- 


—ů 
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ning Example to our Flocks ? Should 

not we more effetually clear our ſelve; N 
from all Suſpicion of Covetouſneſs, & MW? 
other Vices reigning among the Clergy 
Should not our Preaching be compo. iſ": 
fed with more Plainneſs and Simpli. 
city, and delivered with greater 
Power and Demonſtration of the Spirit) 
Should we not be more careful to 
examine thoſe that we admit to the 
Communion, whether they be wor- 
thy Receivers, and whether they 
grow / better by receiving it? Should . 
not we be more fervent and earneſt »: 
to admoniſh every one in particular '/ 
Should not we ſtrive and wreſtle a 
more in Prayers, for the Welfare and if 
Salvation of their immortal Souls 1 
Should we not, as ſoon as any De" 
fire and Love to God's Word ap 
pears in our Hearers, more readilh# 
lend them our helping Hand, thal"s, 
the Sparks of Grace kindled in thei 1 
Hearts might not be extinguiſhed , 
but encreaſed and blown up into F-r- 
Flame? Should not we, by frequenfſ*”* 
Catechizing, endeavour to put a Sta % 
to the overflowing of Ignorance an b 
Vice? Should not our outward Coe, 7 
verſatio 


rint 
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erfation with Men de more Holy, and 
& (conſequently more ſucceſsful and 
«© Mcitying ? Verily, my Brethren, I fcar 
e. bave good Reaſon to be aſhamed, 
vhen we read, what (5) Taulerus 
aith, in his Expoſition of the Goſ- 
del for the qth Sunday in Advent : 


it! * 

"A /pirirual Perſon ought to be ſo in- 
1 indied and all-flaming with divine 
or: b 2 Loves 
el — FO 


ul (b) This Author was a Dominican Friar, of 
very holy Life and Converſation, and Preached 


lar t at Cologn, and afterwards at Strasbourg, 
{ts phere be died in the Year 1379. He is highly 


ommended for bis holy Doctrine and exemplary 
ife, both by Proteſtants and Papifts, eſpecially 
Luther and Melancton. His exceliert Works, 
ritten original in the Old High Dutch Lans 
uage, are tranſlated into Latin by Surius, and 
Printed ſeveral times at Paris, and Cologn. The 
moſt famous of them are his Sermons, Inſtituti- 
ns, Letters, Meditations upon the Paſſion of 


hei hriſt, and a ſmall Treatiſe concerning the Poor 

ie of Chritt, publiſhed in Engliſh 1708. being 
(bed moſt admirable Teſtimony of the true ſpiritual 
uo Wort of the Chriſtian Religion, and having ſome 


yen emarkable Paſſages of the Author's Life prefixed 
Sto 0 it, The famous German Divine John Arndt, 
CO bibed chiefly his practical way of Teachi: g from 
bis Author's Vritings, as competent Judges may 
e in his large 22 of True Chriſtianity, 
rinted in Latin at London in the Year 1708. 


*be heated and ſet on Fire by him; 4 


ones, which ſoon impart their Light ail 


Spiritual Men, not in Name onh 
but in Deed and in Truth, and {| 
far eſtranged from the Friendſhip e 
this World, that, according to th 
Example of God's Servants of Ol 
we might brandith the Sword of th 
Spirit, with a cheerfui and undaunt 


this our Treaſure, the Light of t 
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T.cve, and both inwardly and outwarld. 

ly fa conformable to God, that when 

ever any one came to him, he might 
hear nothing from kim but GO D. 
and his Fleart and Mind ought to | 
fixed on him by Furning Love, and 
ready in all things faithfully to ole 
his Will, that ſuch as vifited him, th 
with cold and Inkewarm Hearts, wigh 


we ſee that cold aud dead Coals ar, 
kindled, when they are put to glowin 


Heat to them. 

Did we without Intermiſſion ſup 
plicate our Lord and Saviour, whi 
could hinder him from making u 


ed Courage, that it might be ſaid « 
us: Behold the Sword of the Loh. 
and of Gideon? True it is, we ha! 


Go 


— 
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Goſpel, in Earthen Veſſels; but ſince 
Gidleon's Earthen Pitchers muſt be 
broken, what a Folly is it for us to 
dream of ſaving our Skins by being 
aſhamed cr afraid of Suffering: As 
if we only, forſooth, were an Ex- 
Nception from the general Rule: For 
Why ſake we are killed all the Day long, 
we are accounted as Sheep for the 
WSlaughter. Alas! What will this 
Temporal Life, or the Eaſe of it, the 
SRiches we hoard up, the Dignities 
and the Honours of Men we hanker 
Wfter, avail us, when, for purſuing of 
heſe, we ſhall ſuffer loſs in the Life 
o come, or neglect the Welfare of 
one ſingle Soul? | 
I have opened my Mouth, and 


W:mplicity of a Child; and am very 


Truth, which is not mine, but my 


u'll aſhamed freely to acknowledge, 
hat I do not account my ſelf to 
we apprehended, or to be already 
erfeRt. But this I dare tell you in 

b 3 Truth, 


ade bold to addreſs you with the 


1ling to appear mean in your Eyes, 
y Brethren, only deſpiſe not the- 


ord and Saviour's. 1 am not at: 


— — — — — 1 
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Truth, (my Conſcience bearing me Wor 
Witnels in the Holy Ghoſt, Which 
alſo the righteous Judge will teſtifie Mo 
for me at that Day ;) that I do not! 
in the leaſt feel; to diſtinguiſh my 
ſelf, by publiſhing any ſtrange orci 
new Doctrine, by what Name ſocver he 
it may be called: But ſince I have or 
found Grace in the Eyes of ther: 
Lord, to perceive my own Miſery, NM. 
and to find the way, called by ourſo 
Lord the marrow way; all my 
Thoughts and Endeavours have beenſÞ'y 
bent, in the Simplicity and Faithful. 
neſs of my Heart, to continue in it Hud 


and ſtill more eagerly purſue it, and Pre 


as far as poſſible, to direct all Menſjac 
to it. I deſpiſe or envy none of youſic: 
that are of the ſame Function with Fat 
me, either in the TVniverſities ol 
Mixiſtry ; Nay, I know many amongſt 
you, whom I honour to that Degree, 
as to think my ſelf unworthy to do 
them the meaneſt Service, and whom 
I. love and honour without the lea 
Alloy of Envy or Contempt. Bu 
on the. other hand, I know many, 
and I fear the moſt of our Profeſſi 

| i 
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meln, whoſe Converſation, as far as 1 
an difcern, is not at all conformable 
o the Pattern Chriſt hath ſet us, and 
ho have not yet attained to a li- 
ing Experience of the Work of Con- 
orerfion in their own Souls, which 
ver hey are to preach to others. And as 
or theſe, I heartily pity 'em, and 
ray for em, that the God of all 
ercies would enlighten their Eyes, 
o know the things that belong to 
heir everlaſting Peace. Neither is 
ny Heart in the leaſt incenſed againſt 
noſe, that do moſt unjuſtly ſlander 
nd reproach me, upon no other 
round, but that of falſe Suppoſition 
na Prejudice. | rather find my 
cart moved with Compaſſion to- 
ards them, being we muſt all one 
ay appear before the ſame judge, 
o give an Account how. we have 
ealt with our Fellow-Servants. For = 
y part, I cannot call Black white, ll. 
or take him tor a Follower of Chriſt, g 
nd a Pattern of his Flock, in whom 
find nothing of the Nature and 
ind of Chriſt, 8 


_ _— — ——_ 
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True 
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True it 1s, | have made this the 
matter of my Publick Complaints, 
and continue ſo to do, but not at 
all out of any Bitterneſs or Diſre- 
ſpect; but rather from a hearty and 
inward Pity for the loſs of ſo many 
Thouſand Souls, who, in my appre. 
henſion, m'ght, and ought to be more 
carefully look'd after. By Nature I 
am never a whit better than ano 
ther, but what I am, I wholly ow: 
to the Grace of our Lord and Ss. 
viour Chriſt Jeſus, to whom alſo | 
aſcribe all the Glory, and not at all 
to my ſelf. And therefore J deſpiſe 
no Body, tho' I am not inſenſible of 
the dangerous State of their immo 
tal Souls When 1 fay, that by the 
Grace of God | am what I am, I intend 
= nothing elſe, but that God hath been 
Ty pleaſed to ſhzw Mercy to me, and 
il of meer Grace draw me to himſelf; 
or if any thing more has been 
vouchſaleJ to me, it is this (wherein 
alſo I heartily rejoice) that I have 
been made partaker of the Suffering © 
of Chriſt, tho in a very low Degree. 
And it is the greateſt Comfort to * 2 

that 


—— rere—_— 
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a that Men of this World ſpeak all 
Manner of Evil of me fa!ſly, & loading 
me with Cenſures and Accuſations, 
me Groundleſneſs whereot the Lord 
ſat that Day will diſcover. 
Let us all, my Brethren, think of 
this great Day, and ſo even our Ac- 
counts againſt it, that we may then 
appear with Joy and Confidence. 
Let us caſt away all other Cares, and 
be earneſtly concerned about this on- 
ly. Then will all theſe unprofitable 
[Conteſts and Oppoſitions ſtarted hi- 
therto, drop of themſelves, and we 
with united Hands, carry on the 
Work of the Lord, and be heartily 
plad to fee any Fruit raiſed thence 
to the Glory of God, be it by our 
ſelves or others. And I beſeech 
od, from the very Bottom of my 
elf Mleart, to influence you all with a 
ich Meaſure of his holy Spirit, and 
o ſanctiſie you to himſelf, for Veſſels 
dt his Honour, and to pour down his 
ranſcendent Bleſſing and divine Pow- 
r upon all your plant ing and water 
me ng! That it may appear clear as 
that he Day, that the Lord is riſen 0 
build 
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build his Zion, The Spirit of Love 
and Truth keep all our Hearts, and 
lead them into the true Fellowſhip 
and Communion of Jefus Chriſt, 
who alone is able to give that true 
Peace, which the World cannot give 


A Glaucha »2ar Hall 
October the 26th, 
1701. 
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ICODEMUS: 
e 


TREATISE 


Concerning the 


Fear of Man. 


CHAP. W 


Vat the FEAR of MAN is, and 
the ſeveral Kinds of it. 
21 -Y the Fear of Man, ( the Sub- 
i jet of this Treatiſe) is not 
| underſtood, (1) that natural 
Baſhfulneſs, "whereby a Man Is 
t to be daſht out of Countenance, in 
e doing or ſpeaking-any Thing, before 
ole with whom he is not acquainted : 
or (2) that natural Warineſs, whereb) 


Ves 


Maa ſeeing one ſtronger than himſelf, 
| B or 


and Members. Or this Fear of Ma 


in the Unregenerate, or Regenerate, 2 


Inſtance in the Old Teſtament in 7 
seh, who was ſore afraid of his Br 


——— l— IR 
* — 


— — 


2 Of the Nature of the Fear of May, 


-or whom he believes to be an Over. 
match for him, is not forward to ſtrive 
with him; nor indeed any Thing elſe 
which in human Affairs is called Fey 
of Man: But here we ſpeak of that Fey 
of Man, which difcovereth it ſelf in 
Things relating to God. In this Reſpeq 
it is conſidered, either as a Nnotorioum! 
Vice and abominable Fruit of Unbelief is 
ehe Unregenerate, who thereby are kept 
back from a true Converſion, from be. 
ing built up in God, and from confel. 
ſing the Truth of God before Men, and 
conſequently from their Everlaſting 
Bliſs and Salvation; and by this ther 
conforming to the World are temptei 
to many Sins, to deny Chriſt, his Word 


4 


7 


may be conſidered as 4 Failure cleaving 
the Regenerate themſelves, who ſtrive 1 
gainſt it, and by Faith, which is 
Victory that overcometh the World, at 1:8 
entirely triumph over it. 

No this Fear of Man, whether it h 


mits of certain Degrees, as being. in of 
much ſtronger than in another. 6 
often makes his own Servants and dear 
Children, as in other Caſes, ſo eſpecial 
in this, ſenſible that they are b 
Men: Whereof we have a pregnal 


tht 


— 
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her Eſau, Gen. 32. 7, 11. And in St. 
aul in the New, who was with the Co- 
inthians in Weakneſs, and in Fear, and 
n much Trembling, 1 Cor. 2. 3. 
herefore alſo the Lord was graciouſ- 
y pleaſed to comfort him with theſe 
Words: Be not afraid, but ſpeak, and 
bold not thy Peace: For I am with thee, 
nd no Man ſhall ſet on thee to hurt thee: 
or have much People in this City, 
acts 18. 9, 10, This Fear of Man, 
o far as it cleaves to the Regenerare, 
s continually oppoſed and ſtriven a- 
gainſt from a Principle of Faith raiſed 
n them. In this Contention, tho' the 
orruption of our Nature doe power- 
ly exert it ſelf, yet by the Power 
Wi God, and continual wreſtling in 
rayer, | we are enabled ſucceſsfully to 
ar againſt it and to overcome it at laſt ; 
o that after the conteſt, the Glory of God 
rendered thereby the more viſible and 
onſpicuous. We therefore think it need- 
al, to treat here of the Fear of Man, 
oth as it is a reigning Sin in the Vnre- 


W the Regenerare themſelves. Becauſe even 
ms of Infirmity muſt be more and more 
ut off and ſubdued ; that ſo Believers, 
rough the Power of Chriſt, may preſs 
to further Degrees of that unſhaken 
rmnaeſs of Heart, and that holy Bold- 
es, a true Faith is generally attended 
itn. 3 The 


* 


— 


ner ate, and as it is a Weakneſs adhering 


the Bane of the Fear of Man, than thoſ 


as Judges over the Conſciences of other 
who often faithfully labour in Chrif 


— 


4 Of the Nature of the Fear of May, 
The outward Diſtinction of Men makes 


no Difference in the Thing it ſelf: For. 
ven Kings, Princes, and great Men of the 
World are no lefs ſubject to the enſlaving 
Fear of Man than thoſe of a far lower and 
meaner Condition. There are many Prin / 
ces who would do more good, did they h 
not ſtand in awe of their own Servants, |M” 
And Experience convinces us, that Met 5 


of the firſt Rank, are more infected wit 


of a mean Condition. The Reaſon is 
becauſe they have more of the Pomp and 
Glory of this World to renounce; the 
have been from their Youth up leaſt ac 
cuſtomed to the Practice of Self-deni: 
and very rarely have met with any tha 
offer'd to deal plainly with them, and ti 
tell them the T ruth. Teachers and Hear 
ers are alike inſulted by this Sin; but i 
Teachers it proves more dangerous: fa 
they are the moſt backward of all othe 
to acknowledge it. They think themſeln 
to be Teachers of others, and therefor 
are very ſhy to call their New-Birth ii 
Queſtion : They are more ready to | 


Vineyard ; and do-not only abound wi 
this ſinful Fear themſelves, bat poſſi 
others with it alſo. Nay, they are ofie 
found to be the Men, whoſe Fear as 

oth! 


— 
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7 others from giving God the Glory, and {| 
e openly confeſſing his Truth. 9 
1 ln a Word: This Fear of Man, whereſo- "+ 
* ever it is found, is in it ſelf a moſt heinous 1 


re ce, and a Kind of Idolatry, ariſing from. 4 

* the Spawn of an unbelieving Heart, whereby il 

1 we lay aſide the Fear of God from before our 

ro Fa think, ſpeak, or do any Evil, or leave 

rin thinking, ſpeaking,or doing that which is Good 

W © Conſideration or Regard of Men: It be- 

1 ing our Duty, ſimply to follow the Mord of God, , 

* to eye the ſame as our Rule and Directory 

rn all that we do or leave undone. Now 

* the more there is of this Fear ſtill cleaving 

auto Believers, and the leſs they endeavour ' 

gre through the Power of God granted to. 

, Wim, to get a full Conqueſt over it, 

* he more dangerous is the Condition of 
heir Souls. PEE | 

But i ſhall have Occaſion in the Sequel 

df this Diſcourſe, eſpecially in the 

Third Chapter, to give ſome further De- 

laration of this Fear of Man, and the 

eycral Kinds of it. ep 


elve 
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CHAP. Il 

| a 

Of the Sources and CAUSES of the MF" 
Fear of Man. b 


oo 


E 
HE Cauſes thereof are either Inter- Wu; 
nal or External. The. Internal ſy 
are chiefly theſe : W 
1 Unbelief, which is the Spring and N 
Root of all Vices. 
2. The Love of the World, and of the to 
Things of the World, viz. The Luft of the 
29 Tho of the E yes, and the Pride of Life. V 
. The Want of true Sel f. denial, which Win 
is pe Sn joined with the Love of the to 
World; or when we fear, leſt Men Whhc 
ſhould prejudice us in our Reputation, WT! 
Eitates, Eaſe, or in our Bodies and Life Mic 
it ſelf, if we ſhonld ſimply follow the tha 
Guidance of the Word of God. po 
4. Fleſhly Wiſdom ſuckt in from corrupt acc 
Reaſon, which uſes to meaſure divine 
Things by its own Standard, ce 
5. The falſe Imagination we have of o h. 
felves, and the Prejudice ſettled in the I 
Mind, and making Men believe, they may 
be acceptable to God, tho? they ſhould 
yield ia ſeveral Caſes meerly out of Re- 
gard to Man, without any Leave from 
God's Word to do ſo. 
6. Falſe 
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6. Falſe Humility, which is ſwayed' 
more by humane Authority than by the 
Word of God; and prompts us to refer 
all Things to the Judgment of others, 
whom we pretend to underſtand them 
better than our ſelves. 

7. The great Deceitſulneſs of our own 
Hearts, which can put ſo fair a Colour 
r. vpon all Manner of Sins, that we per- 
il ſwade our ſelves, we act very prudently, 

whilſt we are influenced all this while by 
d Nothing but Unbelief and Fear of Man. 

8. The Deſire or Hope to be advanced 
he to ſome Place of Honour in the World. 
be 9. The Want of Experience in the 
fe. N Ways of God, which makes us heſitate 
ch Nia difficult Caſes, and indiſpoſes the Soul, 
he io rely wholly upon God, fearing, leſt he 
en MWlhould let us fail or miſcarry in them. 
n, WT bis proceeds from our nog having ſuf- 
ife Micicntly learnt how dear they are to God, 
that entirely truſt in him; and what 
powerful Aſſiſtance he affords them, to 
accompliſh his own Work in them. 
10. Fear of Preſumption, leſt we ſhould 


dur Wi bolly upon him. 

the MW 11. Secret Pride, which prompts us 
ay Warcrly to defire an happy End, and vi- 
uld ole Succeſs in all our Undertakings: 


vhereas indeed we ſhould reſt ſatisfied 
ith an inward Succeſs and Victory; that 


cem to tempt God in caſting our ſelves 


s, in having kept 4 good Conſcience towards | 
fon. * . 12 Na- 
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forming that with Cheerfulneſs, which x 


ſerve thereby Publick Peace and Tran- 


— —— 


12. Natural Shyneſs For it cannot be 
denied, but that ſome are more inclined to h 
Fearfulneſs than others. And from this r 
natural Weakneſs ſprings Baſhfulneſ, Wc 
whereby many are hindred from per. 


well-grounded Faith requires of them, 
13. Neglect of Prayer; which not only 
prevents us from obtaining a full Con- 
queſt over the Fear of Man, but drives 
us down further into the Stream of Hy- 
pocriſy. 
The externalCaufes are theſe following: 
1. The Tyranny of many in Power, 
who take upon them to bind and fetter 
the Conſciences both of Teachers and 
Hearers, being only concerned to pre- 


quillity. 

2. The Forwardneſs of our Univerſiti 
in their dubbing of Hereticks : For they 10 
ſooner perceive any Breakings forth 0 
the Spirit of true Chriſtianity, but they are 
ſure to caſt a Slur upon it by giving 
an ill Name, and all this under a Clos 
of their great Zeal for their highly valu 


10 

ed Orthodoxy. "4D 
3. The Conduct of thoſe that ente 2 
into holy Orders whilſt they are Unlier | 
themſelves, and, after a looſe Education 10 
in the Univerſities, engage now in the Mf t. 
cred Function, for no other End, th x, 
only to ſatisfie the Cravings of the Bel hic 


4 1 
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4. The high Regard and Eſteem we 
have ſor Men. This blinds many to that 
1s WDcgree that they cannot imagine, that 
*, Wſach great Men, ſo eminent for Wiſdom 
!- Wand Learning, ſhould be ſo groſsly miſta- 
| 2 Wken and drawn aſide, 
m. 5. The ſpecious and plauſible Reaſon- 
117 Wings of ſuch as follow their corrupt 
Ml Reaſon more than the Word of God. 

6. The frequent Examples of ſuch as 
are bound down by the Fear of Man as 
ell as themſelves. | RS 
7. Worldly Riches, that caſt frequent 
and manifold Rubs in our Way, and' 
inder us from preſſing forwards inceſ- 


aul antly in the Simplicity of Faith. * 
pre: 8. Wife and Children, that by their im- 


portunate Way of arguing, and their un- 
delieving Tattle and Clamour, do weary 
dut and overcome many. 

9. The Honour and Eſteem we have 
ready gained in the World. This 


V acgnakes us very loath to make others think, 
15 bat hitherto we have deceived the 
- orld, and been in an Error our ſelyes. 
valy 


To which may be added, that when a 
lan is placed in ſome high Poſt, be finds 
a hard Leſſon, to give it up, and ſuf- 
r Reproach with the People of God. 
10, The Threats of others, eſpecially 

f thoſe in Power. e 
Ir. The fair Promiſes of the World. 
W "ich offers great Things, if we will 
Mi own that Odd is Exen-. B 5 127 
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12. Great and honourable Acquaint- WF | 
ance and Friends, who under the Pre- 
tence of hearty Love and Kindneſs, are 
2 cautioning us not to venture too 
ar. 
13. Too great and too intimate a F- 
miliarity with the Children of this World, 
Hereby many deliver up their ſpiritual 
Weapons, and ſo diſable themſelves from 
reproving what is amiſs in others with 
Courage and Preſence of Mind. 

14. The Neglect of frequent Conver: 
fation with true Believers, who walk iq 
the Power of Faith, and rather chooſing 
thoſe for our Companions, that are then: 

_ ſelves inſlaved by the Fear of Man. 


8 * 


CHAP. III. i 


N 1 Of the SIGNS and Effects, which dif 
|| cover the Fear of Man. 


hd I Bc 


1. A Fearful Man knows to do good 
| but doth it not for fear of in 
curring the Hatred and Enmity of othe 
2. He is not eaſily convinced of thi 
Truth; and tho? it be laid before hin 
with the cleareſt Evidence, yet he ſtart 
many Doubts and Scruples about it, i 
having a ſecret Fear, that if he ſhoull 
confels the Truth too roundly, he ſhouk 


* 


E 
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hut if he comes to another Place, he 


W ruth, he Moo he or rs 


Of the Signs of the Fear of Man. 11 


be hated, perſecuted, and reputed an 
Heretick by others. 1 

3. When after all, a Man is fully con- 
vinced of the Truth, and believes it in his 
Heart ; yet for Fear of Man he hides this 
Light under a Buſhel, by not confeſſing it 
before Man. 

4. Or if he do confeſs it, *tis only amon 
them that areLovers of Truth themſelves ; 
and from whom he hath Nothing to fear : 
But before the Enemies of Truth he con- 
ceals, or denies it, and reaſons ſo dubi- 
ouſly about it, as to leave them uncertain, 
whether he believes it or no: At leaſt 
he takes care, ſo to order his Words, as 
to be able to give 'em always an hand- 
ſome Turn, and ſo to come off without 
Trouble. 68 

5. When a fearful Perſon lives in a 
Place, where Truth and Religion is pro- 
felled, there he owns it open-mouth'd : 


inds many Knots and Difficulties in the 
Point, ſo that he reſolves to halt be- 
twixt both, and leave it undetermin'd: 

or a timorous Perſon is always unſt able 
ind wavering. n 

6. Such a one, when he finds he cannot 
void the owning of the Truth, yet tak 
are ſo to limit and pinch: ir; that it may 


. 
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7. A fearful Man will at laſt break forth 
with an avowed Confeſſion of Truth, 
but it is when he finds himſelf well 
back'd with humane Authority, that is, when 
a Perſon of unſpotted Reputation in the 
World, and of a great Name and Learn- 
ing hath aſſerted the ſame before him, un. 
der whoſe Patronage and Authority he 
then ſhelters himſelf, not daring to truſt 
himſelf under the Shelter of God's Word, 

8. Accordingly ſuch a. one is more 
careful to furniſh and arm himſelf with a 
fine Train of Humane Teſtimonies, than 
with the Word of God it ſelf; and 
thinks he hath a Right. ſo to do, be- 
cauſe he ſees that the cheerful Confeſlors 
of Truth have ſometimes ſtopt the Mouths 
of their ſhameleſs Adverſaries with ſuch 
Arguments. | / 

9. A fearful Man is very cautious of 

reading thoſe Books, which might be al 
Means of opening-his Eyes, pretending Wear 
that ſome ſecret Poiſon may lurk in them; ¶he 
when indeed the Cauſe of his Fear i Pei 
leſt he ſhould fall under the Suſpicion oÞ | 
Hereſy, if he were known to read them bea 
And for this Reaſon | 
10. Fearful Men do uſe to lay aſide 
and hide good Books, tho they own then 
to be ſo, and find themſelves edified by 
them: Not conſidering, that in ſo do 
ing they are aſhamed of the Words d 
Ebriſt. | 


II: 
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11. A fearful Man's Speech or Silence 
is regulated by the Wind that blows from 
Court. 5 8 

12. He holds his Peace, when abomi- 
nable open Prophanenels and Sins call for 
his Reproof; and when he is put in 
mind, that his Function obligeth him to 
ſpeak, he ſaith, he knew it would be ro 
no Purpoſe, and therefore chooſeth rather 
to ſay Nothing. e 
re 13. His Word is always ſoftly and 
14 fairly, my Friends! Soft and fair goes far. 
an Becauſe he is afraid of ſuffering by the 
nd ready Boldneſs of Faith ſo conſpicuous in 
be- ¶ others. 3 
os 14. He always fears that others go too 
the far, not conſidering, that himſelf goes 
uch not far enough. He quickly perceiverh the 

Mote in his Brother's Eye, but minds not 
s off the Beam that is in his own Eye. 

15. The common Sort of People he 
can reproach bold ly enough; but when 
he is to ſpeak to great and honourable - 
Perſons, his mouth is gag'd. 

16, When a fearful Man at any Tim 
bears witneſs to the Truth, he takes care to 
ſpeak it behind the Backs of thoſe con- 
cerned; whereas when he ſpeaks Face to 
ace, he gives it quite another Turn. 
17. A fearſul Man having taken upon 
him the miniſterial Function, is like a 
ox, that hath always ſome Kennel to 
ſcape to: As long as he finds himſelf 
48 well 
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well back'd, he thunders it out; but when 
that which he depended on, fails him, be 
creeps into his Hole again. | | 
18, Being got into the Pulpit, he re- 
proves and exclaims boldly : - But being 
told of it, he denies, that in fo doing he 
meant any particular Perſon. i 
19. The Pulpit is a fearful Preacher's Ml 2 
ſtrong Hold and Caſtle; but when he is Ne 
to ſpeak Face to Face, and to bear witneſs 
to the Truth, then he is very ſupple and It. 
complaiſant. 1 
20. As the Hare flieth at the Beat of a 
Drum; ſoa fearful Miniſter drops the ii 
Freedom of his Speech, when the World ll G 
threatens and terrifies-him with apparent I w 
Danger of being puniſh'd for it. W 
21. He is always complaining of the Ml fa 
ſecular Power, becauſe he is altogether 
ignorant of the Power of God. to 
22. He profeſſeth in the Pulpit, that 
" he muſt leave the Work of Reformation Iſl Ea 
with the Magiſtrates; for hisPart, he could I of 
do no more towards it; When at the be 
ſame Time he admits all Perfons, without of 
Diſt inction, to the Lord's Table. | 
23. He preaches often of the Power of ane 
the Keys, (viz. of binding and loſing:) 
And yet cotnplains forely, that the Key 
of binding is taken from him: Not conſi- 
dering, that no Man can take that from 
him, to which God and his Functien 
do intitle him. | ; Og. 8h 


24. He 
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1 24. He faith always with the flothful, 
0 There is a Lyon in the Way; for he fears, 
ſhould he alter any Thing of long recei- 
"0 ved Cuſtoms, he might bring himſelf in- 
8 to Trouble. 
he 25. When he hears filthy Speech, fool- 
iſh Talk and jeſting he holds his Tongue; 
and when it comes from great Meg, he 
is graces it with a Smile. 4 
" 26. He goes oft into bad Company, to 
d the viſible Hazard of his Soul; for the 
Fear of Man makes him their Slave, | 
a 27. Sometimes a good Thought comes 
he into his Mind, to do ſomething for the 
1d Glory of God; but he ſoon confronts it 
nt with a, But what will the People ſay of it? 
Wo'nt they conſtrue it ſo and ſo? And then 
the fairly drops it. | | 
her 28, Above all Things he cannot abide 
to be thought ſingular. | 

29. He carefully avoids too great 
Earneſtneſs in his Function, or Profeſſion 
of Chriſtianity, leſt it ſhould expoſe him 
before Men, and ſo make him incapable 
of doing any further Good. 

30. He very cautiouſly ſhans frequent 
and familiar Converſation with the 
Members of Chriſt, that are caſt off and 
deſpiſed by the World; for Fear 
ali · ¶ Feople ſhould fix a Name of Reproach up- 
on him. | ; 
31. By Night or in Secret, he is wil- - 
ling enogh to diſcourſe with good Poop 

at 


. 
—— — — — — 8 
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upon him. 
of Truth, but ſomewhat fearful witha 
bring in ſomething againſt 2uakeriſn 
Enthuſiaſm, and Fanaticiſm, in orden ti 
thodo . And this done, he thinks he ma 


the World will let him paſs for what I#F 
_ pretends to be, - Which is true N 
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but cares not to walk with them publick-. 
ly in the Street, leſt others. ſhould take 
Notice of it. He rather appoints ſome 
certain Place to meet them, where bis 
Converſing with them may be concealed, 
or at leaſt do him no Prejudice. 

32. A fearful Man that begins to reliſh 
Truth, willingly keeps to the hearing of 
good Preachers; but yet takes Care ſo to 
manage the Matter, as that he may not 
incenſe, ſuch as he knows to be ungodly 
and Belly-Servants: Which often gives 
Occaſion to damnable Hypocriſy, and 
makes the laſt Error worſe than the firſt, 

33. (Out of Complaiſance) he goes 
ſometimes to hear the Sermons of Hire- 
lings, tho* they diſpenſe Nothing but 
Railing and Controverſy, as being very 
loath to be quite out with them: And 
therefore he gives them a good Charactetii 
before others, for Fear of having then 


34- A learned Man that is convinced 
makes it his Buſineſs in his Sermons, Dil 
utations, and upon other Occaſions, ti 
perſwade his Hearers, that he is ruh 0 


venture to ſpeak the Truth alſo, and thi 
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for the World takes it for granted, that 
he means, as they apprehend it, that is, as 
ſpoken againſt thoſe, upon whom they 
"ly beſtow theſe Names. 

35. A fearful Man rejoiceth for a Time, 

hilt the Light of Truth ſhines upon 


Account for i it, he is ſore afraid, makes 
to Ran) Excuſes, and by all Manner of 
hifts and Eva ſions endeavours to extri- 
11y =" himſelf, and to get rid of the Suſpi- 
ion. 
* 36. If he apprehends himſelf in Danger 
| t being accuſed for his owning of the 
Truth, he endeavours to prevent it by 
leading his Innocency, or otherwiſe to 
void it. 
37. When ſome good and uſeful 
ork is to be done, he doth not under- 
ake it with a ſimple Relyance upon the 
ing God; but when he finds good Pa- 
tons on his Side, and no Appearance of 
Danger, he at laſt ſets upon it: But as 
don as a rough Wind blows him in the 
ace, he begins to ſink, as St. Peter did, 
frer he went out of "the Ship to meet 
he Lord. 


10 38. Like as a Coward in an Enterprize, 
ty 0 here his Life is expoſed to Danger, is 
Sr willing to ſtand in the Front, bur 


ame is the Caſe of a fearful Man in divine 
Nags When others have 8. boldly: faced 


im; but as ſoon as he is called to an 


ould rather bring up the Rear: The 


their | 
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their Enemy, ventured Limb and Life, 
ſuffered Reproach and Contempt, and 
f | after all have obtained the Victory and 
prevalled thro? thePower of Truth, imme- 
diately theſe fearful ones join with them, 
and would fain be look'd upon as Per- 
ions, who have owned the Truth long 
fince. Bur there is a vaſt Difference be. 
tween confeſſing the Truth with the 
Mouth; and patiently ſubmitting to ſuch 
Trials and Difficulties as uſually attend 
the Confeſſion thereof. 
39. Ne doth not willingly keep Cor 
reſpondence with thoſe whom the wicked 


- — ——ů— 
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World doth reject: For he fears his Let. d 

ters might be intercepted, and he become Vor 

the SubjeX of Men's Talk. wiſh 

4860. A timorous Miniſter, - tho” he bel 42 
convinc'd of the Truth, yet he is defironsWat, 

to live in outward Peace with thoſe of bigWor 

own Profeſlion, tho? ungodly, eſpeciallyMetio! 

which officiate in the ſamePlace with him. Wed 

The Effect whereof is, that he is truſted pe 

a by neither good nor bad, and reaps nod i 
good Fruits from his Miniſtry. er! 

41. He aſſerts and maintains raſhly andMWnez 

without due Conſideration, that wick 3. 

Miniſters can rightly diſcharge their Offcnfſt F 

| though they want the Spirit of Powernuc 
=: of Love, and of a ſound Mind; He ſays) ai 
H that we are not to withdraw from them Re 
but diligently to attend their Sermon 4. 

gt 


notwithſtanding, that by their railing 
He 1 : again 


2 


* 
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peainſt that which is good, and expoſing 


t to Scorn and Contempt, they prove an 


Offence to the People, and divert them 


rom true Repentance and Amendment 


f Life, rather than any Way contribute 


o the building them up in God; not 
onſidering, that they do nothing elſe 


ut” pull down what he endeavours to 
build. He feareth, that if he ſhould lay 


pen the great Miſchief cauſed by worldly 
inded Preachers, and the Difference 
ere is betwixt one that is a true Servant 
f God, and an hypocritical Slave To his 
elly, (tho* in ſo doing he doth not at 
| derogate from the Power of God's 
75 he Would be counted a Do- 
T 
42. Fear of Man is apt to perſwade vs, 
at, ſhould we undertake to carry on the 
ork of the Lord with a greater Appli- 
tion and Earneſtneſs, we might be hin- 
ed from doing the Good, which now we 
permitted to do; not conſidering, that 
dd is ready to open a wider Door to the 
er ful and couragious Labourers in his 
neyard. & 
43. This Fear makes many at their 
Entrance upon the Miniſtry to yield 
uch in all Things, that afterwards: 
y are quite at a Loſs, how to begin 
Reforming of any Thing. cb 
$4. The Fegr of Man finds always ſome- 
lg to DC In I the Behaviour of 160 
| ul - 


— — Pann nor > Enna eaernm nm nrnnrnnn———— } * 
” = \ 
19 
* 4 * 


is amongſt good People; but as ſoon; 
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20 Of the Signs of the Fear of May, 
ful Labourers, either about the manner 
of their acting, or ſome Circumſtances 
of it; and yet takes no care to mend the 
matter in himſelf. 5 

45. The fame Fear expoſes thoſe 3; 
Preſumptuous, Stubborn, + Diſobedient, 
Self-conceited, Proud, and Phariſaical, 
who with a free and child-ltke Spiri 
break through all Oppoſitions. 

46. It will not allow a Miniſter t. 
make a too plain and particular Appli- 
cation of his Sermons, ſo as to awake 
his Hearers to a due Senfe and Under 
ſtanding of their deep Corruption, tha 
they might be delivered from it. 

47. Fearfulneſs is a Daughter of Un 
belief, and a Mother of Hypocriſy 
Where-ever we meet with -theſe, nt 
may conclude, that the Fear vf Man 
not far off. Never a one of theſe thre 
will ever break with the World, ag 
therefore are excluded from the Friend, 
ſhip of God. The Man is conviflted d 
the Truth, and commendeth it, when | 


he lights into bad Company, the Fear! 
Man ſeduceth him into a Compliangyy 
with all their Folly, Vanity and Wat 
tonneſs, under a falſe and miſtaken N 

tion of allowable Chriſtian Liberty, >. 
48. The Fear of Man galls Drunk 
neſs a Sin, and yet allows the Jmukil 
of a Perſon of Quality's Health che 


— 
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Man hath already drunk as much as is 


ſufficient. | 3 - 6 
(ey 49, A fearful: Man ſees the Glory of 64 
de God violated, hears Curſing, Swearing, & | 


taking of God's Name in vain, Blaſphem- j i 


ing. a On Scripture, without | 
"rouſing himſelf to reſcue the Honour of 1 
his God, who hath reſcued him out of ſo 


many Dangers... . 

50. The+Fear of Man is never ſo buſy 
in ſtarting Objections, as in Caſes that 
end moſt to the promoting the Glory of - 
God, and the good of our Neighbout.. 

ereby ſuch a one hinders himſelf froms 
ever Experiencing the Glory of GG 
his powerful Help and Aſſiſtance ; yea, 
dewircheth him to that degree, that it 
giveth him a falſe evil Vr (as Lu- 
her calls it) which perſwades him, he 
need got concern himſelf with it; thoꝰ it 
de nothing elſe but the Fear of Man that 


Keeps him back. . 29 3 5 
51. A Fearſul Man, if he be a Lover 
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df that which is good, rejoyceth to ſee Mi 
n Athers break through in Faith, and obtain | 4 1 
on WV itories and Bleſſings one aftet another 1 
"01 the Work of Reformation; but yet is = 
uc raid himſelf to put his hand chearfully © | 
"oo tht Work ſo happily begun. ff 
1" 52. When he finds nothing to cavil at. 

e cries ; The Work is not well timed, or is 1 


ot to be ſer upon in this Place, When in- 
| 2 BO. 2 44 #7 « 4 2 7 
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many Particulars, but when he finds tl 
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deed there is no Fault at all, but his own 
lack of Faith, WG | 

53. He faith : I muſt take care to lire 
in Peace with my Brethren, and not to 
make them my Enemies, and continues 
to diſſemble with them; and ſo the Deay 
bury their Dead. 

54. A fearful Man is eaſily moved to 
Envy, eſpecially when he ſees thoſe that 
are Young, acting cheerfully in Faith, and eee 
_ cries, that is none of your Work, but 
muſt be left to thoſe that have a greater 
Knowledge and Experience. 

55- He often ſaith : my Hands are 
bound; it is the Buſineſs of the Magi 
ſtrates, and of my Superiors ; the Eccie- 
ſiaſtical Courts ought to regulate theſe 
Matters: If I were never ſo willing to 
begin a good Work, I can expect no 
Aſſiſtance in it. 8 

56. He cries, I can do nothing alone 
if others would act as well as my ſel 

ſomething might be done. 
J). He is afraid of burning his Fit 
gers, and therefore rather employeth ar 
other to do it for him; He makes tit 
Arrows, but others muſt ſhoot them. 

58. He ſays: I have been hit alread) 
don care to come there again. 

59. He ſometimes veatures himſelf | 


84} 


Storm ariſe, and the Waves beat, Wrri 
| . glx Vn. 


— —— —— — —-„-U— —— — ——ñ 
- — — — 


Of the Sigus of the Fear of Man. 23 


n {Weives way, and fo looſeth again what he 
"Wiccm'd to have already gained. 
e Go. He ſometimes makes uſe of the 
to WScripture/ to overthrow: that which it 
es Wplainly aſſerts and teacheth, that he. may 
appear a ſtiff Maintainer of Orthodoxy, 
zhich he eſteems his Crown, and there- 
to Wore cannot think of parting with it. 
ba WY 61. He cries: Surely we ought to pro- 
nd reed with Prudence in all things; not 
onſidering that the Fooliſbneſs of God is 
ſer than Men, 1 Cor. 1. 25. 
62. When a Fearful Man findeth no- 
hing to tax in the Thing it ſelf, he blames 
he Aanner of doing it, and faith, it 
ould have been undertaken after ano- 
her manner ; when he himſelf finds no 
ray or manner at all to undertake it as 
e ought. i 


trives not to attain to greater Degrees of 
piritual Strength, whereby he might break 
ro all Oppoſition. x >! 
64. He feareth, where no Cauſe of 
ear is, and frameth many Difficulties to 
imſelf, which would all be diſpelled as a 
iſt by a lively Faith. 
55. He is not forward to give way to 
elf wer Love towards thoſe that are 
ds n2aged in other Sets, for fear of in- 
at, Mrring the Diſpleaſure of thoſe of his 
ern. And by reaſon of this want of 


Love 


63. He ſaith: Faith is Faith, tho' it 
e weak. Thus he comforts himſelf, and 
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Love, the ſame Enmity is kept up among of 
our Modern Parties, as was between thi" 
ems and Samaritans of old. Inc 

66. A fearful Man forſaketh his bel be 
Friends in the Time of Tryal. . 

67. He has no Courage to reprove ii. 
Neighbour, but ſays, that God 1s ſo mer nd 
ciful, and ſo great a Lover of Mankini*" 
that he doth not doubt, but he will plug} 7 


him out of the Mire in his due time. 
68. He faith : Tbings are not to b 
forced at once, we muſt proceed by ſte 
tho? he himſelf do not advance in Faid 
from one Step to another, that is, from 
lower to a higher Degree. A ſtroꝶ 
Place, ſaith he, is not to be taken at once 
the Line of Circumvallation muſt firſt h 
drawn: But before he hath done wit 
his Line, and got things ready for : 
Aſſault, the Cauſe is loſt. 
69. When a Fearſul Man is to pred 
the inward Truth of Chriſtianity, h 
faith, alas! Je is too high for them, If 
is to reprove any outward Miſcarriage 
he accounts it a thing indifferent, or el 
faith, we muſt not begin at outward thing 
70. He goes further : ſometimes an 
ſaith: To what purpoſe is all this Buſtk 
My Reproofs would but make the Peop 
worE::3 5.11 + nn; X 
.71- He iz very apt to believe at 


. 
* 


13 falſe Reports againſt? the faithful Child 
"ren of God; and becauſe his Heart 
5 . toll 


Of the Signs of the Fear of Man. 25 
oſſed with Fear, he is very forward in 
arning them to take heed to themſelves, 
ind by his imprudence damps and ftifies 
he cheerfulneſs of their Holy Faith. 
73. He ſits on the Bench, when Be- 
jevers and good Souls are condemned, 
nd conſents to the unjuſt Sentence pro- 
zonnced againſt them. | 
74. He ſaith, as long as 1 can but 
jeep my ſelf within due bounds, I ſhall. 
e 1n a better condition to gain others : 
or we muſt with St. Paul become Weak with 
he Weak. But here lies the difference, 
hat what St. Paul did, . proceeded from 
ith, and a Divine diſcerning Wiſdom 3 
rhereas in him it is the Fruit of Vnbelief 
nd of worldly Wiſdom. 


1 | 

8 H AP. IV. 
Prei * i + i 
„be manifold MISC HIEFS cauſed 
It by the Fear of Man. 
riagt Pry y 
T el * | | 
gp ANY Thouſands of Souls are 


thereby kept back from'a true. 
ad thorough Repentance and Converſion ;” 
ecauſe they do not ſuffer the knowledge 
f the Truth (the Brightneſs whereof. - 


* ath in ſome degree enlightned them) 
mine forth ig its full ſtrength, but 
art os ERR — 2 


_ * God hath not bound them, and take up 


26 Of the ſad Effects 
Hold it, as it were, impriſoned by. ma. 
nifold hypocritical Shifts and Pretencez 
One is afraid of his wicked Miniſter; 
Another, of his Brethren in the ſame 
Function; another, of his Patrons ; 
Another feareth the Cenſure of ſome fa 
mous Divines ; another, that of his Su- 
Periors and Magiſtrates, & c. In con- 
ſideration whereof we have great reaſon 
to ſay. with our Saviour, Matth. 18. 9 
Wo unto the World becauſe of Offences ! For 
what an. abominable and horrible Sin is 
it for a Man, to give occaſion to others 
of falling into this ſinful Fear, and there. 
by to hinder their Converſion ?. But yet 
this is not ſufficient to excuſe thoſe, who 
fear Men more than the living God. 
Would to God the Magiſtrates might ui 
here open their Eyes, to ſee the ſad Efet: 
of their over - forwardneſs in determining 
and regulating divine Matters, by which 
they very much obſt ruct the Edification 
of others, and pinch it within ſuch nar- 
ro bounds, by tying it up to their man- 
ner and form, tho' no ſuch limitations 
are to be found in the Word of God, 
and bind the Conſciences of Men, when 


on them the Judgment, which God hath 
reſerved to himſelf ! True it is, that by 
this means they make themſelves to be 
feared by Men, and are an occaſion oo. 
turning aſide many, that were in a fait i 
+ „5 


e contrary doth the Hiding | 
ying of what a Man owns in his Heart, 


Reſulting from the Fear of Man. 2.7 


ypocriſie; but they will once, to their 
great Sorrow, be made ſenſible, who they 
he that are concerned in that of our 
ord : Wo unto them, that ſhall offend one 
theſe little ones. 1 ; 


Neither is the Fear of Man a leſs ob- 
acle, in thoſe that are already Convert - 
d, to their Growth in Godlineſs. For- 
ſmuch as thereby they . deprive them- 
elves of many opportunities to ſtreng- 
hen and edife themſelves in God, 
hich they ſtznd greatly in need of. For 
his Fear makes us avoid the Converſation 
f thoſe who are moſt able to build us up 
n our moſt- Holy Faith: It makes us 
vilty of many Sins againſt the diQates of 
ur own Knowledge and Conſcience: And 
$a free and ready Confeſſion of the Truth 
attended with Comfort and Happineſs, 


nd highly uſeful for advancing a Man 


1 Faith, and the Love of God; ſo on 
or utter de- 


eep him quite down, and hinder him from 
er arriving, at any Power of the. ſpiri- 


al Life, and a cheerful ſnewing forth of 
e Fruits reſulting from thence. Many 
ow not, what the reaſon is, why they 


axe ſuch flow advances in their Spiritual 


rowth ; when all this while the Enemy, 


ut is, the Fear of Man, ſecretly lurks 
C 2 | within, 


ray to Repentance, to Diſſimulation and 


28 Of the ſad Effects 
within, and eats out, as it were, the very 
vigour and activity of the Life of 
Grace; tho' they take him for their beſt 
Friend, ſuppoſing this Fearfalneſs to be 
nothing elſe but 7 85 and Prudence. 

When true Miniſters, on one hand, are 
oOver- ruled by force, their  Conſciences 
ſhackled, and their good purpoſes hin- 
dred, and every way daſhed and terri. 
fied; and they, on the other, have not 
courage enough to encounter this Enemy, 
the Fear of Man, and to vanquiſh it at laſt; 
they become dejected and heartleſs. in the 
diſcharge of their Function, loſe their 
Power, inſomuch, that they hardly know 
themſelves, what or how they ought to 
ſpeak ; they expoſe themſelves to fre- 
quent regrets, conſume themſelves with 
inward Grief and Sorrow, and become 
liſtleſs in all their performances. And 
by this means God's Judgments are 
drawn down upon the Magiſtrates, (har 
Ing taken upon them to domineer over 
other Mens Conſciences,) Cities and 
Countries: Churches and Schools are de- 
prived of their faithful Teachers, and 
puniſhed with « careleſs Hirelings; the 
moſt excellent Gifts which God hath be- 
ſtowed upon them, become altogether 
fruitleſs; and what good might have been 
effected by them, is every where obſtru- 
Zed. How great an Encouragement 1s 


7 Reſulting, from the Fear of Man. 29 
o! Wit to a faichful Labourer in the Lord's 
it WVincyard, when his Endeavours, tending. 
ve to a thorongh Reformation, are acknow- 
ledged by others, and when they readily 


offer their helping hand, for ſeconding 


re the generous Efforts of the Teacher? On 
© the other hand, it muſt needs cool and 
n- damp his Spirits, when he finds, that he 


'l- gan do nothing that will pleaſe thoſe that 


100 Hare ſet over him and after much ado. 
1), Whardly obtain the Liberty of promo 
1 ig real Goodneſs and Piety. 
1 R 


U 


When others ſee thoſe who know that: 


hich is good, (or at leaſt ought to know 
it,) not only backward in owning and de- 


earfulneſs diſſemble it, they are not a 
ittle encourag'd thereby, to play the Hy- 
pocrite and Worldling in their Station. 


une /s is, the more hurt it doth to others, 
confirming them in the ſeme. Nay, 
t happens often, that by the Fearfulneſs 
f one ſingle Miniſter, many Thouſands 


and Diſſimulation. 
; IF A vc V. 
This Fear of Man makes Great and 
19nonrable' Perſons the moſt miſerable 
all Men: For hence it is, that no bo- 
ilk venture to deal plainly with them, 
i order to bring em over to a thorough 


laring of it to others; but alſo out of 


and the groſſer this Hypocriſy and Fear - 


re infected with the Spirit of Hy pocri⸗- 


3 KuowW- 
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with a good ſtock of a holy boldneſs of 


may perchance have a good-Intention 


30 Of the fad Effects 
Knowledge of their inward State and 
Condition. A Preacher at a Princes 
Court ovght above all Men to ſtand free 
of the Fear of Man, and to be provided 


Faith, to charge and reprove Princes to 
their very Face, as Nathan did to David 
But, alas ! where are ſuch to be found? 
O! the horrible and irreparable Evilz 
cauſed by the Fear of Man at Courts; 
which they are like to account for, who 
hold their Tongues, when they ſhould 
ſpeak and reprove boldly, 
VI. 

The Fear of Man is always for man. 
taining old Cuſtoms; and whilſt every one 
is afraid of Innovation, all Abuſes are 
thereby more and more Authorized, {0 
that all things proceed continually from 
bad to worſe, becauſe nothing is reformed 
or amended. Wherefore it cannot be 
expected, that a Miniſter guilty of thi 
Fear of Man, ſhould ever by his cold en: 
deavours bring his Church-or Pariſh into 


a better and more reformed State ande 


Condition. 


. 
Where there are two or more fearſi 
Miniſters in the ſame Place, tho" the 


yet in effect they perform nothing wor 
thy of their Calling. For the one hit 
dreth the other from the ſincere and hi 


Reſulting from the Fear of Man. 31 
| diſcharging of his paſtoral Duty. It 
zould be better for ſome, to have for 
heir Fellow-labourer, one that is avow- 
dly wicked, who pes by his Enor- 
nities might force the Truth from them. 
han to have a fearful Nicodemus for their 
ompanion, who being a timorous Night- 
iciple ſhuns the Light. 
Vils VIII. | 
ts: God Crowns his true Servants with: 
ho nanifold Succeſs and Bleſſing : He mani- 
ud eſts his Glory in them, and makes bare 
lis Arm before them: But there is no- 


hing of all this, where Uzbelief hatag 


gained admittance, and where the Ho- 
jour due to God from and before alt 
en, is not cheerfully and undauntedly 
endred unto him. For a fearful Man 
ruſts God no farther than his Reaſon 
eaches and carries him. When any 
hing croſſeth that, he preſently giveth 
ray. And therefore he can never be- 
old the Gloty of God, becauſe he wants 
he Courage of a lively Faith, to prepare 


im for it. | 
an | IX. 


When the Adverſaries of Truth ſee 


fi hoſe that love it, ſhun the Light, this 
tell trengthens them in their bad Cauſe, con- 
jon luding them not to be in the right; be- 


aſe, if they were, they would have no 


bin iced to fear. | 
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| 32 Of the ſad Effects 
| J 
ö KX. 
ö A fearful Man thinks ſometimes hy 
humane. Contrivances to avoid the Perſe. 
; cution that is raiſed becauſe of the Word; 
lf whereas thereby he commonly expoſeth 
bimſelf much more to the Scorn, Con- 
' tempt, and Inſults of others. The re 
ſon is, becauſe he would rather owe hi 
Safety to his own Ability, than to thi 
Divine Protection. = 


St. James ſaith, Chap. IV. 7: Ke ſiſt th 
Devil, and he will flee from you : And the 
reverſe of it is full as true: For thi 
more we give way to the Devil and hi 
Inſtruments, out of fear, the more thej 
purſue and preſs upon us. Men migh 

rid themſelves of many troubles, cool 
they but reſeignedly rely upon the At 
thority of their Function, and bold 
perform what God hath commande 
them. If we neglect this, it is no wo! 
der if the Devil 790 at us. 

| II. 0 
When a Houſe is on Fire, whatent 

we have a deſire to ſave, muſt be lai 
hold off with Courage and Reſolution 

In like manner, when we ſee the ne 

approach of God's Judgments, we oug 

to ſnatch Men like Firebrands out of f 

Fire; but a fearful Man always "appt 

hends, he might burn himſelf by ende 

vonring to ſave his Neighbour, Ia! 


. 
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mean time the Judgments of God over- 


take us, and cruſh us both together. 
| XIII. | 
God doth infinitely abound with Mer- 


kind, and would willingly every Day 
us: But we are not receptive of them, 


Since therefore a frarful Man doth not 
act in this ſingleneſs of Faith as Child- 
ren ought to do, but always appre- 
hends, God might ſome time or other 
forſake him, he deprives himſelf of ma- 
nifold and great Bleſſings, not only Tem- 
poral, but Eternal alſo. 0 
XIV. MS | 
Children commonly reſemble their Pa- 
rents; and as the Miniſter. is, ſuch com- 
monly are his Hearers. If therefore a 
Miniſter be fearful, how will his Hearers 
be ever excited to a true Cheerfulneſs 
of Faith? And thoſe of them, who by 
the Grace of God are freed from this 


Fear, will never have-any Confidence to- 
wards their Teacher, till they. perceive 
him diſingaged from that ſervile Spirit, 
whereby he is diſcouraged from pro- 


Many Miniſters do wonder, why the 
rue Children of God have ſo little Con- 
lideace in them; not conſidering, that 
4 — 9 the 


cy, Love and Goodneſs towards Man- 
pour out new Grace and Bleſſings upon 


fave only by the Child- like Spirit of Faith. 


baſe Fear fulneſs, and ſerve God without 


moting the real Good of the Church: 
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34 Of the ſad Effects 
the Reaſon of it is, becauſe their Flock 
never ſaw in them the leaſt proof 
character of a good Shepherd, who readil 
expoſes himſelf to all manner of ſuffering; 
for his Flock's- ſake. | 
XV. | 

Unfaithful Hirelings do rob and mur. 
ther many Souls, by making them Slave; 

to their Authority to that Degree, tha 
for Fear of them People dare not go tt 
hear ſuch Miniſters, as have an experi 
mentalSenſe of Religion, and conſequenth 


are able, to inſtruct them in the Way d 


Truth; though they be convinced, the 
Are ſo. And this is the very Thing! 
ſaid before, that this Fear of Man hinders 
many Thonſands either from being cor 
verted at all, or from their furth: 
Growth and Pogrefs in the Practice of re 
al Piety. : | 
eel XVI. 


This Fear of Man is the general Bay 
both of City and Countrey. Our Sup 
Tiors wou'd appoint good. Miniſters, by 
FE AR hinders them ; becauſe they at 
not willing to difpleaſe this or the oth 
Man, and this for ſome trifling Reaſt 
too. Thus the People muſt be plagut 
with a wicked Prieſt. They that ſhoul 
ſpeak at the Election of a Miniſter, ho 
their Tongues for Fear. In the Cout 
of judicature this Fear perverts Juſtio 
and bereaves * | 


Re ſalting from the Fear of Man. 3%: 
poor and Diſtreſſed of their Right, be- 
cauſe no Body will heartily eſpouſe their 
Cauſe. The Miniſters flatter their Supe- 
riours, and they theMiniſters, and the reſt 
flatter them both. And all this is the 
goodly Fruit of the Fear of Man. 

_ . 3 
Innumerable Souls are loſt by Reaſon 
of this vicious Fearfulneſs. A fearful 
Miniſter flatters himſelf with the Hope 
of gaining upon his People by little and 
little; for, ſaith he, it muſt not be done all 
at once. But before he is aware, unlook d 
for Death prevents and ſpoils all his cau- 
tious Prudentials, leaving him Nothing 
but a bad Conſcience. 

XVIII. 3 * 

He that is convinced of the divine 
Truth, and is ſenſible of the Corruption 
iato which Men are ſunk in our Age, but — 1 
withal captivated by this Fear, or made #1 
a Slave to Humane Authority, ſuch a one 
is always plagued and tormented by a bad 
Conſcience : And being unwilling quite 
to break either with the World, or the -_ 
Children of God; he is look'd upon as 
an unfaithful Steward by them both; and 
he expoſeth himſelf to far more Trouble 
and Anxiety, than the breaking through 
with a ready Preſence of Faith would have 
coſt him. He finds no joyful and filial | 
Aſſurance in Prayer, the Word of God iN 
bath no reliſh with him, What he utters, - 1 

| | is 


D — 
— — -—_ 
— — 


* 
r 


—— IP ns — — 


36 Of the ſad Effedls, &c. 
is ambiguous, wavering and diſtaſtful t. 
the Children of God, becauſe it is 10 
' ſeaſoned with Salt. He never attains to 
trueCommunion of the Saints; & when! 
ſhould comfort and ſtrengthen others,) 
exciting and exhorting them in the Poy 
er of God; he rather drives them to Fe: 
and De ſpondeney, and quenches the Spiri 
of God in them: And whereas he ſhoul 
unite them in the Bond of Love, he rath 
divides and ſeparates them for Fear of thei 
offending his darling, I mean the wicke 
World. Thus he goes on himſelf wither 
any ſpiritual Experience, contenting hin 
ſelf with the bare Letter and Shadow 

Chriſtianity, which he hath laid hold on 
inſtead of the Spirit and Truth of it. H 
has left Nothing but ſome empty & ging 
ling Words to ſet it forth; being at ti 
fame Time void of Soul and Life, of Spi 
rit and Power: He depriveth others 
well as himſelf of their fpirttual Strengt 
and ſo falling at laſt into a State of carn: 
Security, carries others alfo along wi 
him, and by theſe ſteps is in Danger of ut 
terly denying the Truth, and precipit 
ting himſelf into final Deſpair. 


e 
CHAP. v. 


Of the EXCUSES that are uſually made 
to palliatethe Fear of Man. 


MA s ſoon as we begin with true Humi- 
lity to acknowledge the Fear of 
Man, as a'great and moſt heinous Evil, 
and ſo ſtrive againſt it with Prayer and 
Supplication ; then the danger is not ſo 
great: For then the Work is really be- 
gun, which, if but ſtrenuouſly proſecuted, 
will at laſt get the full conqueſt over it. 
But there are very few that will acknow- 
ledge this Fault in themſelves, and rather 


WM moreover they are very ready to find 
fault with others that come in their way. 
Whenever one body or other cannot ju- 
ſtiße their Actions, but by a ſerious Diſ- 
courſe endeavours to ſet them to rights, 
they are entirely for juſtifying themſelves, 
ity2nd do what they can, to palliate their Fear 


ſome whereof are more groſ5, and palpa- 
bly diſcover the want of the Grace of 
Self-denial in thoſe that alledge em; but 
tthers are ſo /ſpecious and plauſible, that 


hem for Men endued with Wiſdom and 
gents Under- 


expect to be look'd upon as Men acting 
prudently enough in their Station; Nay, 


f Man, with various Shifts and Excuſes; 


bey blind the Eyes of many, who take 
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38 Of the Excuſes made 


Underſtanding. Now the groſſer ſort a 
Excuſes are as follow : 


95 ihe 

Says one; Should I act at this rate, 4 
ſhould. ſoon be called to an account for i, cx 
Well! But ſhould this hinder a faithful NM 
Servant from executing his Maſter's Com A 
mands with all ſincerity ? Or ought he u So. 
have ſo little confidence in his God, 2 wo 
to queſtion his Protection, when the 0. 
wicked gather themſelves together again : - 
him, ſaying : Let us bring an Accuſatin 

againſt him, as they did to Jeremiah, ani 


others of the Prophets of old? 77 
| | II. is is 
Well, but ſays another; Zy this meai i 
I ſhall be put to Charges and Trowbl: 4» 
Anſw. Thoſe that put you to thoſ Ch 
Charges and Loſs, act very unjuſtly ; ani for 
the Magiſtrate, that doth not puniſn ſudii bet 
Crimes, doth worſe, in ſuffering a faith ful! 
ful Preacher to be put to Trouble au tha 
Charge for diſcharging his Duty. Bula d. 
as for thee, thou art only a Steward; the 
the Money go: Aſſure thy felf they vi per 
get nothing by it, neither wilt thou lui ren 
any thing. Have Faith in God, he wilt. 
reſtore to thee an Hundred - fold, w der 
thou haſt loſt for his Name's ſake. G thir 
is a faithful Lord and Maſter, be it on pro 
thy care to be a faithful Servant: the 
ten! 


will never let thee be a Loſer for His fak 


— 


For the Fear of Man, 39 
. | 

But you will ſay: Indeed if I had not 4 
Wife and Children, ſomething might be 
done; and beſides, I am commanded to take 
care of my Family. Anſwer : Chriſt faith, 
Matth. 10. 37 : He that loveth Father or 
Mother more than me; And he that loveth 
Son and Daughter more than me, it not 
worthy of me- You mnſt forſake all, or elſe 
you cant be a Diſciple of Chrift, Luk. 
14. 33. * 


But it is written: F any Man provide 
not for his own, and eſpecially for thoſe of 
his own Houſe, he hath denied the Faith, and 


Anſwer : If Children, and Childrens 
Children, do not nouriſh, and take care 
for their Old and Impotent Parents, nor 
behave themſelves dutifully and thank- 
fully toward them, they ſhew thereby, 


adeceitful piece of Hypocriſy ; the Hea- 
thens themſelves being very careful to 
perform their Duty towards their Pa- 


St. PauPs Words: But no body will hin- 
der thee from maintaining and defending 


provided thy Converſation be free from 
the ſtain of Covetouſneſs, and thou con- 
tented with ſuch things as thou haſt. But 
God's Honour muſt nat ſuſter a jot under 


2 


. . 


—— — —n— w 


is worſe than an Iuſidel, 1 Tim. 5. 8. 


that the Religion they pretend to, is but 


rents. And this is the right ſence of 


thine own Right, and that of thy Family, 


pretence 
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40 Of the Excufes made 


pretence of providing for thy Family 

Therefore learn thou this Leſſon : S0 

firſt the Kingdom of God, and his Right 

ouſneſs, and all theſe things ſhall be added vi ., 

Von, Matth. 6. 33, | 1 
* v 


But this is the Buſineſs of our Mag iſtrau 
and Superiors; let them look to it. Anſwer Ml «- 
- We ought to obey God rather than Mair 
The Magiſtrate muſt anſwer for it, if 41 
require unjuſt things; thou muſt be ac, 
ſwerable for it, if thou obeyeſt them i G. 
things unlawful, or if upon their account 
thou omitteſt what God requires of ther. 
It doth not belong to thee to ſay : Ze! 
Magiſtrate look to it. God hath made the: 
alſo a Steward and Overſeer, and there 
fore He'll require an Account from thee 
and not from another. | 
We may be turned out of our Places an 
\ Femefices for it. Anſwer : Happy art thot 
when thou ſuffereſt for Conſcience ſak 
Tho' Man caſt thee off, yet God will tak 
| thee up. And as ſoon as thou thus fa 
 ovyercomeſt the Fear of Man, thou wil 
then get a lively Taſte of the Joy at 
- tending the Conqueſt of this Vice: Ne 
ther ſhalt thou need to bury thy Talet 
upon this Account. For God can pr 
vide for thee without a Benefice; a 
whenever it pleaſeth him, can make v 
of thee for thy Neighbour's Profit, ail 
> Is HEE N 


For the Fear of Man. "8 


the Advancement of his own Glory. But 

it is plain, that thou ſerveſt thy Belly 

and not God, when thou art unwilling 

to leave thy Benefice for the ſake of God 

and a good Conſcience, ; 
VII. 

But we do what we can. Anſwer : Thou 
canſt not do any thing of thy ſelf. But 
if thou art in Chriſt, then He, alone doth 
all that is good in and by thee. But who 
can boaſt, that he does as much as the 
Grace and Spirit of Chriſt doth enable 
un him to do? Valiant Soldiers never think 
they have behaved themſelves in Battle 
with all the Zeal and Courage that is 
poſſible for them. - He that is throughly 
ſenſible of the Weightineſs of the Mini- 
ſerial Function, muſt needs acknowledge, 
he cannot anſwer God for the many 
things he hath omitted for Fear of Man, 
ag which he might have overcome by the 
hou Power of Faith, and which will appear in 
ſake Judgment againſt him. He that ſays, he 
does what he can, ſhews- plainly, that he 
s {hath never yet tried, what is poſſible by 
wü the Grace of God. At the beginning in- 

deed very little appears poſſible to us; but 
if we venture boldly, relying upon God, 
we ſhall find our ſelves ſupported for doing 
greater things ; and in the end be able 
to ſay with St. Paul, Phil. 4. 13: 7 can do 
all things through Chriſt who ſftrengtheneth 
me. Overcome but once the Fear of _ 
an 


"obſerve them, then, who can find fault wi 


42 Of the Excuſes made 
and then undoubtedly thou wilt proceed 
from Strength to Strength. | 

| VIII. 

We have our Church-Orders, and if m 


us ? Anſwer : Some Church-Oraders ate 
better than others; but God's Word i; 
the beſt Rule of all, more. particularly 
both the Epiſtles to Timothy, and that to 
Titus, are the Rule and Standard of al 
the Church-Regulations. There are ſom: 
neceſſary Points that are hardly touch'd 
by ſome Church-Conſtitutions- Som 
Church-Ordinances meaſure things too 
ſhort, ſo that the Church - Concerns can. 
not effectually be promoted and ſecurel 
by them. And too often ſome thing 
are allowed by them, that God's Word 
'doth not allow. Thou ſhalt not b 
Judged by any -Church-Ordinances, bu 
according to God's Word, This cat 
"excepted, it is very commendable fo 
'thee, to be diligent in obſerving al 
Church Orders, and in making ute d 
em for promotin the Honour of Gol 
and the common 172 e 
; I 5 

Neither are Preachers the only Men 
that ſeek to excuſe their Fearfulneſs alte 
ſuch a groſs manger. For the Peopl 
make ufe of ſuch evaſions as are never 
whit better. When the Magiſtrates? 
enſlay'd by the Fear of Man, and conk 

ay | quent 
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ently endeavour to cruſh that which 
s good in others ; their topping Ex- 
uſe is, that publick Peace and Tranquility 
to be preſerved, whatever come of it. 
and this is, becauſe they don't under- 
tand the Nature and Deſign of the Go- 
pel, of which Chriſt ſays, Matth. 10. 
% 35 Thin not that I am come to ſend 
Peace on Earth : I came not to ſend Peace 
Eartb, but the Sword. For I am come to 
t a Man at Variance againſt his Father, 
nd the Daughter againſt her Mother, and 
he Daughter in Law, againſt her Mother 
Lam: And a Man's Foes ſhall be they of 
is own Houſhold. But, alas! We never 
nquire, who is the Cauſe of the trouble. 
ot they, -who earneſtly contend for 
od's Word, but they that will not re- 
eive it, and who by belching out their 


f all the noiſe and diſquiet, and there- 
re ought to be puniſhed. But where 

e Wolf is Judge, the poor Sheep al- 
Says troubles the Water. When I, ſays 
David, ſpeak to them of Peace, they make 
bemſelves ready to Battle. Much might be 
ud here: God grant that the Magiſtracy 
ay feel the Divine Peace in their own 
duls, then would they endeavour to lay 
e right . Foundation of a laſting Peace 
nongſt thoſe committed to their Care, 
nd not concern themſelves with the 


falſe 


es and ſlanders againſt it, are the cauſe. 
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falſe Peace, where every one is ſettled vp. 


on the Lees of his corrupt and ungodly 
X. 


The Common People ſay : We muſt ny 
diſpleaſe the Clergy, our Spiritual Guide, 
Auſwer : If they be Spiritual indeed, 2x 
you call them, they will never be againſt 
you in any thing that is good. But if 
they be againſt you, when you are ear- 
neſtly purſuing your Edification and 
Growth in Grace, have then 20 Fellonſhy 
with the unſruitful Works of Darkneſs, bu 
rather reprove them; for be ſure, they are 
then not Spiritual, but Carnal. What ſays 
Chriſt, Matth. 15. 14: Let them alone, 
they are Blind Leaders of the Blind? 
ES Ae es 
But we muſt not deſpiſe our Teachers 
Anſwer : An Hypocritical Servant of his 
Belly fancieth himſelf deſpiſed, when 
any ſeek to be edified by others beſides 
himſelf ; and yet more, if we tell him to 
his Face, that we do profit more by ano- 
ther's Preaching than by his. True Ser- 
vants of God ſeek not their own Ho 
nour , but much rather rejoyce, whet 
they ſee the People built up in their moll 
| holy Faith, let it be done by whom it 
will. Will a wiſe Shepherd complain, 
that he is deſpiſed, if any other brings1 
ſtrayed Sheep to his Flock again. Tis q 
far greater concern, that thy * - 
ave 
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red, than that the Reſpect of an ambi- 
tious Preacher ſhould be preſerved. Let 
him be converted, and Preach with the 
Pemonftration of Spirit and Power, and 
then the Sheep will ſoon know his Voice, 
and follow him, as a good Shepherd. A 
farthing is not deſpiſed, becauſe we value 
it as a Farthing; for *tis coyned for no 
x Fmore, The ſame is the caſe, when we 
value an idle Babler according to his 
' Wworth, what reaſon has he to complain, 
dat he is deſpiſed ? Or if it be a Con- 
tempt, let him mend, and ſo take away 


ment upon wicked Preachers, to render 
vel em deſpicable, Mal. 2. 8, 9: But ye are 


any to ſtumble at the Law : Ye have cor- 
rpted the Covenant of Levi, ſaith the Lord 


„H,: Therefore have I alſo made you 


biel ntem ptible and baſe before all the People, 
gen ccoruing as you have not kept my Mays; 
dee have been partial in the Law — Thou 
to rayeſt not ſlander any body; for then 
hou art juſtly complained of. But when 
hou only ſeekeſt the Edification of thy 


nd heartily to follow thy Saviour's Steps; 
hen no body has reafon to complain f 
ee; and he that does, betrays ' himſelf, 
* = ſeeketh his own, and not what is 


XII. 


— — —— — — —— — — 


the cauſe of it. For it is God's Puniſh- 


feparted out of the Way : Ye have cauſed 


doul, whereſoever thou findeſt it moſt, 
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6 XII. 

17 muſt: no: Noi ſhip other Gods. An 
ſwer This trifling Excuſe is uſually a 
ledged by thoſe that will not go from 
their own Pariſh-Church, nor hear an 

ther Miniſter to edifie themſelves. And 
wicked Preachers are ſo impudent as tt 
make ue of this Text, to deter other 
from neering God's. Word from any bu 
thentlelves. But if it be thy earneſt de 
ſire, to ſeex thy Growth and Edificatio 
in God, in ſo doing thou doſt not JW 

| auler Gods; but, on the contrary 
.doſt abhor and rej: Ct them, as the Luſt 

the Fleſh, the Luft of the Eyes, and Pride 
Life, chaoſing to ſerve the only true liy 
ing God alone. But if the Fear of Ma 
makes thee ſtand in awe of, and dep 
upon envious and ambitious Servan 
of their own Bellies, and to keep fi 
with them, thou doſt neglect thereby t 
- Edification of thy Soul. Then certaiq 
ly thou art a Worſhipper of other Gods, al 
a Servant of helplelt Idols, who are d. on 
in Sin, withered and: barren Tree 
Wherefore, ſuffer not thy ſelf to 
blinded by ſuch a groſs and abominal 
wreſting of Scripture: But ſeek thy bi 
fication; to the utmoſt thou art able, in 
d thy. Chriſtiag Race without * t to 

t the Ae ſay what I it will, ther 
nt t 
XI ma 
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XIII. | 
Tis St. Pauls Advice to Titas 2. 15: 
r no Man, deſpiſe thee. Anſwer: Tis 
eat Pity, that this Text fhould com- 
only be made uſe of as a Cover to car- 
| preachers, and be perverted in favour 
their Pride and Ambition. They con- 
de from hence, that they have Reaſon, 
maintain all the PunQilio's of their out- 
ard Reſpect with the greateſt Strictneſs, 
d not ſuffer any the leaſt Contempt to 
brought upon em. They interpret 
hatever. is done to their Perſons, as an 
ſavlt againſt their Holy Function, enga- 
a themſelves in worldly Conteſts, and 
uring, forth their Malice and Bitter- 
ſs upon all thoſe who they ſuppoſe 
Ire affronted them. If a true Child of 
dd, and eſpecially. one of an inferior 
ek, deals plainly with 'em, they ſwell 
th Anger, and tell him, they are not 
ountable to him; he ſhould meddle 
With his own Buſineſs, and not reflect 
dn the ſacred. Order. | | 
re Now People being very well ac- 
inted with the churliſh Temper of 
great many Miniſters, they are afraid 
ſpeak to them at all, or to do any 
ing which the Miniſters may inter- 
to be againſt the Reſpect due un- 
them: As for Example: To fre- 
nt the Sermons of others, whereby 
may be better edified, or otherwiſe 
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to converſe with God's faithful Servants 
And moreover perſwade themſelves, thy 
it, would be a Piece of Injuſtice in them u 
do it when they hear the Preachers alledy 
ſuch ſpecious Texts as theſe: Lt » 
Man deſpiſe thee: Whoſo deſpiſes you, di 
piſes me. But this is a ſcandalous Abu 
of theſe Paſlages; for the Apoſtle mean 
no more than this, that Titus ſhoul 
with Earneſtneſs apply himſelf to the 
Diſcharge of his Fun ion, and at th 
ſame Time be a ſhining Example to other 
by the Holineſs of his Life, that no Boch 
might have cauſe to vilifie his Charadter 
This appears from the preceedig 
Words: Theſe Things ſpeak, and exhor 
and rebuke with alt Authority. And ii 
the th and 8th Verſes he ſays: Ur ; 
Things ſhewing thy ſelf a Pattern of gui 
Works, in Doctrine ſhewing Uncorruptneli 
Gravity, Sincerity, ſound. Speech. that ca 
not be condemned, that he that 1s of 1 
contrary Part, may be aſhamed, having 
evil Thing to ſay of yo. The ſame Wi 
writes alſo to Timothy in the 1 Epiltlf 
4. 12. Let no Man deſpiſe thy Youth. 
Shall we think that St. Paul by the 
Words intended to warn Timothy to | 
very careful to. maintain his outwa 
Reſpet and Authority; to ſuffer noi 
of the Vulgar to put him in mind of! 
Duty, nor permit his Auditors to 
edified by others, which would tend i 


— 
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the Leſſening of himſelf? Not at all; 
for he fully explains himſelf in the fol- 
lowing Words: But be thou an Example 
of the Bekevers in Word, in Converſation, 
in Charity, im Spirit, in Faith, in Purity, 
tl come, give Attendance to Reading, 
to Exhortation, to Doctrine. That is to 
ſay : The Way for Miniſters to avoid 
Contempt, is to perform their Duty with 
all Application and Diligence, and by 
leading a blameleſs Life, ward ff the 
Reproaches and Cenſures of Men. | 
True it is, the Wicked will ſpeak e- 
il of them, bely and ſlander them, not- 
ithſtanding their unſpotted Life & Con- 
rerſation; but it is no more, than Smoke 
liſſipated by the Sun, and their Calum- 
y will ſoon vaniſh away; for when they 
ire known, no Body will believe them 
ay more; but Chriſt's own Lambs will 
hen put an high Value and Eſteem upon 
he Miniſters of Chriſt. And this alſo 
sthe Meaning of the Words of Chriſt, 
Luk. 10. 16. Chriſt there commands that 
re ſhould hear thoſe who come in his 
ame, or are ſent by him, and abide in 
IIs Truth; that we ſhould attend to 
heir Words, and not to let them in at 
Die Ear, and out at the other. Accor- 
ingly every. one ovght ſtrictly to try 
nd to examine himſelf, whether he 
omes truly in the Name of Chriſt ; whe- 
ver he be ſent by him, and keep cloſe 
1 "Lb 7+ 
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to the Word of God; or whether, in. 
ſtead of God's Word, he entertain his 
Hearers with fine critical Kemarks, H i 
ries, Symbols, Emblems, Flouriſhes of Wi 
Flowers of Oratory, and other ſuch like 
humane Inventions ; yea, whether he doth 
in his Sermons wholly pervert God's Or. 
dinance by his rejecting and calumni- 
ating thoſe who deſire heartily to govern 
their Lives by the Goſpel of Chriſt. 
He that hears ſuch a Railer, doth not 
hear Chriſt, but the Devil himſelf :There- 
fore no Man ovght to be afraid of the 
Threatnings of ſuch a carnal Preacher; 
but endeavour to promote the Salvation 
of his Soul with all Earneſtneſs, and to Hur 
cure his own Edification, as much 

as poſſibly he can. For ifout of Fear to 
diſpleaſe others, a Man neglects his {a 
ving Converſion, who will be able to 
make good the Loſs to him ? enc 
The more ſubtle and refined Excuſes, 
which carry a greater Appearance ot 
Truth, are as follow : | 
; ; | 

However, we muſt uſe Prudence; fn Wee: 
Chri$ himſelf ſays ; be as wiſe as Serpent, 
and innocent as Doves, Matth. 10. v. 16 
If we ſhould imprudently blunder out ah 
we ſhould ſpoil all. Anſwer : There alt 
two Sorts of Wiſdom, one that comes 
from above, and another, that is fron 
beneath, James 3. 15. The former 0 


theſe is unreproveable, and a moſt pred. 
Sr | "ES 
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ous Gift of the moſt High; and is called 
The Wiſdom of the juſt, Luk. 1. 17. This 
is a noble Wiſdom indeed, whoſoever 
doth thereafter, his Praiſe ſhall endure for 
ever. But now what is this Wiſdom ? 
No other than the Fear of the Lord. Pſal. 
z. v. lo. Wherefore this Wiſdom is 
the true and only Poiſon that infallibly 
deſtroys the Fear of Man, and makes us 
to contemn the Wicked, but to honour them 
hat fear the Lord, Pſal. 15. v. 4. This 
Wiſdom repreſents God ſo glorious and 
full of Majeſty in our Hearts, that 
we readily give up Money, Goods, 
onours, yea our Body and Life, rather 
han willingly and wittingly to offend 
to Hur God, or ſo much as expoſe our 
elves to the leaſt Hazard of offending 
im, This Wiſdom leans upon the 
ord of God, ( Pſal. 118. 9.) as upon 
ſure Staff and Stay, and puts no Confi- 
ence in Princes; but ſays: It's better to 
ruſt in the Lord than to put any Confidence 
Man. All Nations compaſſed me about, 
ut in the Name of the Lord will I de- 
roy them. They compaſſed me about like 
er, they are quenched as the Fire of 
borns : For in the Name of the Lord I will 
roy them. They have thruſt ſore at 
„ that I might fall, but the Lord helped 
e. The Lord is my Strength and Song, 
d is become my Salvation : The Voice of 
oycing and Salvation ts in the Tabernacle 
the Righteous : The Kight Hand of the 

* Lord 
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Lord doth waliantly : The Right Hand ( 
the Lord is exalted : The Right Hand if 
the Lord doth valiantly. I ſhall not di, 
but live, and declare the Works of th 
Lord. | 

Thus the Wiſdom of the juſt van- 
quiſhes, ſings, and trinmphs over al] the 
Fear of Man, and rejoyceth as a valiant 
Man to run his Race. For they that lon 
the Lord, ſhall be as the Sun, when le 

oes forth in his Might, 7 3. 31 

his was the Wiſdom of thoſe Three 
Worthies, Shaara:k, Meſach, and Abel. 
nego, who, when Neb::chadnezZar in hi 
Ra ze ſpoke to them, and ſaid: / yu 


will not Worſhip the Image 1 have u pr 
up, ye ſhall be cast the ſame Four in ti Eu 
mid of a burning fiery Furnace, and ni bat 
#5 that God, that (hall deliver you one 


of my Hand? They replyed: W: a 
not careful to anſwer thee in this Ma 
ter. If it be ſo, our Gd whom we ſer 
is able to deliver us from the burning fi 
ry Furnace, but if not, be it known un 


thee, O King, that we will not ſerve Cor 
Gods, nor Worſhip the golden Image the 
hat ſet up, Dan. 3. 15, 16. "Tis 0 rea 
this Wiſdom that a Man is made ft bere 
in the Lord and in the Power of his Miro 
and puts on the whole Armour of GuWutt 
that be may be able to ſtand againit bat 
W.les of the Dcv.l, Eph. 6. 10, f hi. 
Stand therefore, ſ ys St. Paul, haritor: 

| | you ple 
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your Loyns g irt about with Truth, and ha- 
ving on the Breaſt- plate of Righteouſneſs - 


the Goſpel of Peace: Above all, taking the 
Shield of Faith, wherewith ye ſhall be able 
to quench all the fiery Darts of the Wicked : 
And take the Helmet of Salvation, and the 
Sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of 
Cod: Praying always with all Prayer and 
Supplication in the Spirit, and watching 
thereunto with all Perſeverance and Suppli- 
cation for all Saints, Verſe the 14, to 
the 18. 

his Happy is he that is armed with this 
yu adm, which will inſtruct him to act 
A prudently in every Thing he undertakes: 
cfg bur the Wiſdom that is from beneath, 
vu bath ſome Appearance indeed, but not 
the Subſtance of true Wiſdom it ſelf; 
but is Earthly, Senſual, and Dev/liſh. 
This is that goodly Wiſdom whereby 
dam and Eve became acquainted with 
the Knowledge of Good and Evil near the 
forbidden Tree. Where the Fear of the 
Lord is not continvally before our Eyes, 
he Foundation of that falſe Wiſdom is 
ready laid. Where Faith is weak, 
bere ſhe raiſes her ſelf: Where Love 
rows cold, ſhe exalts her ſelf, and is 
duft up without Reaſon. She ſeeks not 
hat is God's; but under the Cloak 
f his Name ſhe ſeeks her own. She 
nforms us, how to pleaſe God without 
pleaſing the World; to follow Chrilt, 
| D3 and 


— 


And your Feet ſhod with the Preparation of 
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and.. yet avoid the Croſs. Her greateſt 
Study is, how to live in Eaſe and Afﬀinence 
without touching the Croſs, Pal. 49. 19. 
She trembles at the ſhaking of a Leaf, for 
Fear ſhe ſhould be diſappointed of this 
her beloved Aim. As long as the King- 
dom of God conſiſts in Words only, ſhe 
is ſo very learned, that ſhe cannot utter 
all ſhe has to ſay; but when it is to be 
evidenced and demonſtrated in Power, 
then ſhe hath recourſe to her many Shifts, 
and;cautions others, (as having a hearty 

ood Will for us) not to venture too 
tar, for Fear of throwing themſelves into 
ſome Inconveniency; jumbling Light and 
Darkneſs together, ſhe ſhifts and turns e- 
very Way to keep the Crofs from her WG): 
Shoulders: She ſwims with the Current, Wof 
and avoids all Converſe with thoſe who Wanc 
ſuffer Reproach for Chriſt's Sake, or elſe 
like an imperious Miſtreſs will domineer 
over 'em. If her Advice be rejected, 
then ſhe ſwels with Bitterneſs, and judg- 
es all they do, to proceed from Diſobe- 
dience, Obſtinacy and Self-Will. She 
keeps up the Appearance of Godlineſs as 
long as ſhe can, and will by no Means be 
thought Wicked or Ungodly : And yet 
ſhe holdeth her Tongue, when called to 
ſit in Judgment, where the Children of 
God are condemned, nay, often aſſiſts il 
pronouncing their Sentence, and then 


{ays, they have precipitated themſelves 
| into 


% 
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into this Misfortune throꝰ' their own Selſ- 
Will & want of Prudence. She does much 
Evil, that Good may come of it, or under 


9. WE Pretence, that all doing of Good may 
or WF not be hindred. But as ſoon as the 
bis Light riſeth again out of Darkneſs upog 
g- 


God's Children, and the Sun ſhines upon 
them after the Night of their Tribula- 
tion, then ſhe would fain be look'd up- 
be on as their beſt Friend. And indeed 
„obo is able, to deſcribe in all its Colours, 
„ this horrible Monſter, which is come 
vp out of the bottomleſ pit. *Tis true: 
0 e muſt make uſe of Prudence; but con- 
to Wider well both theſe Sorts of Pryden | 
ud and judge which of 'em is to be Choſen : 

ves, ſet thy ſelf before this Looking- 
er Claßs, that thou may'ſt know, by which 


i; of theſe two thou haſt ſquared thy Life 
'0 Wand Actions hitherto. | 


ſe II. 

er By too free and open aDeclaration we may 
, hinder 4 great deal of G 00d, that other 
fo 


iſe might be done, and endanger the over- 
ning of all. whereas by prudent Reſtraint 
md conceal ing our ſelves, we ma under 
and promote 4 great deal of Service. Au- 
mer This is nothing elſe but 2 Piece 
of falſe Prudence. For tho? It is not to- 
de deny'd, but that an underſtanding 
an finds a Time for Silence as well as 
peaking ; yet a true Chriſtian ovebt to 
Put his Truſt in ws" not doubting but 


4 that 


56 - Of the Fxcuſes made 


that he will fo far bleſs the Good, thy 
he aims at, that no other good Un- 
dertaking will be hindred by it. 
we do not continue in this ſtedfaſt Con. 
fidence in God, the Devil will be fur 
to delude us at Pleaſure, always re. 
preſenting ſuch Phantoms to vs, that 
will make us let go what we hape in 
our Mouths, to catch at a Shadow. 
'Tis Matter of Wonder, that ther 
are many, who, tho' they cannot ſo 
much as name one Man, whom they han, 
really Converted to God by their M. 
niſtry, yet for all that, will not in an 
one particular vigorouſly break throug 
in order to the Diſcharging of their 
Function after another Manner, and 
with more Earneſt neſs and Application, 
and this under the ſame Pretext of fear 
ing to overthrow all: When in Trout 
they have never yet built up any I hing 
that can be overthrown. But if a M. 
niſter has already done ſome Good 
why then he ought to think, that G0 
will yet further bleſs his Labours, ani 
by his Power ſtrengthen and con fin 
what he bath already begun, and by hi 
own Arm effect and accompliſh, whit 
hereafter will be undertaken with Faith 
Prayer. There ſhall not any Man be able 
ſtand before thee all the Days of thy Li 
PAs I was with Moſes, ſo I will be mil 
thee. 1 will not fail thee, vor forſa'e tht 


[a 
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%, God to Joſhua, Chap. 1. v. 6. And 
U. with this Promiſe, every true Servant 
orf God may bid Defiance to all the 
. World; becauſe the Words are ſpcke, 
ne (as we ſee they are apply'd by St. Paul, 
fe. Heb. 13. F.) to all ſincere Chriſtians 
dar for their ſpecial Comfort. The Words 
u of St. James, Chap. 4. v. 17. are of 
inconteſtable Truth and Clearneſs: Ta 
ere him that knows to do Good, and doth it not, 
o him it i Sin. Let us but follow this 
ne Rule, in Singleneſs of Heart, and reſign 
Mp to God the Care for what is to come. 
aul For this we may be ſure of, that the 
VI Good can never be better advanced, 
Vert h4n when one Wedge drives another, 
aul znd we daily gather more Strength, 
heartily to promote the Cauſe of Chriſt 
and the Good of his Church, being ſup- 
ported by the gracious Help and Aſſiſt - 
ance of God himfelf. 
| 3 
We muſt hold in alittle, that when Oppor- 
unity offers, we may promote a good Work 
pith greater Force and Efficacy. Anſwer e 
here has God given chee leave to let 
ip an Opportunity of doing Good, in 
order to reſerve thy ſelf for ſome other 
Time which thou fancies may be more 
avourable ? St. Paul, Ephbeſ. 5. v. 16. 
ids us redeem the Time, or (more exact» 
according to the Greek) to buy wp 
try Opportunity, that is, to lay hold of 
| "8 * 
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it as ſoon as it offers it ſelf, For when 
it is once paſt, you cannot regain it at any 
Price, And that St. Paul calls True W:/- 
dom. Reſerving our ſelves for a future 
Uncertainty, proceeds from falſe Pru- 
dence. This Reſervation accuſtoms thee 
to Hypocriſy, and will hinder thee from 
ever meeting with an Opportunity to 
exert the true Power of Faith. 
IV. | 
To undertake a thing, without being able to 
effett it, doth more hurt than good; wherefore 
it were better never to begin. Anſwer: 
Thou doſt weil, to compute the Charge, 
before thou doſt begin to build a Tower; 
but whence wilt thou procure the Char- 
ges? From thy own Ability? No, that 
can never reach it. Begin thy Work 
with full reliance vpon God, and draw 
thy Supplies from his Almighty Power, 
Goodneſs, Wiſdom and Truth : And by 
this means thou wilt be enabled, to ac- 
compliſh at his coſt the Work once begun, 
Or if God,for holy Reaſons,ſhould not 
afford Succeſs to thy pious Endeavours ; 
yet will it be no ſmall Comfort to thee 
that thou haſt left no ſtone unturned it 
order to bring it about; and thy Conla 
ence will be much more eaſy than I: 
would have been, if from a Miſtruſt . 
God's Aſſiſtance, thou hadſt never i 
vpon it. Perhaps God intends to Pl 
thee upon Trial, and tho? it hath nc 
ſucceeds 
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ſucceeded this time, it may perhaps at 
another. God can bleſs thy Eudeavours 
in the Hearts of many, in ſtirring them 
up to an Imitation of thy Zeal. And if 1 
thou ſhouldſt be diſappointed in all thy wy 
good Purpoſes, by the Diſobedience and | bY 


Ferverſeneſs of thoſe whom thou art ky 
willing to do Good to, would'ſt thou- 14 
therefore conclude, that thy Work of a 
Love had been in vain ? Was not this, 
the Caſe of Chriſt himſelf, when he was 
forced with Tears to lament over the 
City, ſaying : O Feruſalem, J eruſalem, 
thou that killeſt the Prophets, and ſtone ſt 
them which are ſent unto thee. How often 
would I have gathered thy Children toge- 
ther, even as a Hen gathereth her Chickens 
under her Wings, and ye would not, Behold- 
your Houſe is leſt unto you deſolate, Matth.23. 
37, 38. In like manner muſt we try all 
things, were it for no other Reaſon, than 
that our Endeavours may ſtand as ſo ma- 
ny Wirneſles againſt the Wicked. Ex- 
Sun amine thy ſelf, whether thy deſire of _ | 
Wiucceeding and overcoming in all things, 11 
and this even before the World, be not 
the Effect of great Pride lurking within? 
Ve thou ſatisfied with the inward Victory 
true Chriſtian can never be deprived 1 
ff, which conſiſts in thy continuing un- J 
uſt Mrearied in the Patience of Hope. And HR 
er Aren the outward Victory will at laſt, as - 
0 pe ſtopp'd Current of a River, break 
1 5 


| 
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forth more gloriouſly. Thy Roſe muſt 
flouriſh under the Croſs. 
Wo 
We cannot do all at onee. Anſwer : 
Thou unprofitable Servant, ſnould'ſt 
thou therefore bury thy Talent in a Nap- 
kin? Tho” thou hadſt tryed all manner 
of Ways and conldſt gain but one Soul 
after all, yet wouldſt thou have no Rea- 
ſon to repent thy Labour. God is able to 
do exceeding abundantly above all that we 
ark or think, according to the Power that 
worketh in us: Unto whom be Glory in the 
Church throughout all Ages World without. | 
End, Amen. Epheſ. 3. ver. 20, 21. If Wan 
we would but venture upon it boldly in Nonę 
the Strength of God, and lay aſide all Mhri 
Fear of Man, we ſhould effeQually expe- {Wl C 
rience, that God would do more for usWp t 
and by us, than we could have imagined. Wan | 
VI. oſp 
We muſt have a Care not to become tht 
Talk of the World, and of getting an ill 
Name. As long as we have no odious Namt 
with the World, we may do ſome God; Bu 
if once an odious Name be fix'd upon u 
this makes all eur Endeavours ſo lilewiſt Hre af 
Annen: This is to ſet Reaſon again 
Faith. Haſt thou learnt this in the W ord 
of God? Dies not Chriſt fay : Elſe 
are ye, when Men ſhall hate you, and when 
they ſhall ſepar ate you from their Company 
aud ſhall reproach c and c aſt * 50 
2 am 
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ame as Evil for the Son of Man's ſake, 
ejoyce ye in that Day, and Leap for Foy : 
For behold, your Reward is great in Hea- 
ven: For in the like manner did the Fathers 
no the Prophets. Wo unto you when all 
en ſhall ſpeak well of you ! For ſo did 
ber Fathers to the falſe Prophets, Luke 6. 
er. 22, 23, and 26. This is a true Fetch 
ff the Devil's, to perſuade Men that the 
Reproach of Chriſt is an hindrance to 
he Courſe of the Gofpel, by which he 
ndeavours to make void the Croſr of Chriſt. 


Ws muſt moſt certainly believe, that he 
an do nothing at all to the purpoſe, as 
ong as he refuſes to wear this Badge of 
hriſt. We muſt reſolutely break thro” 
| Oppoſitions furrounding us, and take 
us Dp the Reproach of Chriſt, before we 
„an expect, that the full Bleſſing of the 
oſpel ſhould — Endeavours. 
However, by this way of being reſerved, 
d not expoſing our ſelves, ſome may be 
on. Anſwer I fear thou wilt only 
- usMWake Hypocrites like thy ſelf ; Men that 
wie re «ſhamed of Chriſt and his Word, and 
\infſWowilling to ſuffer any Perſecution for the 
roſs of Chriſt, and yet are at the ſame 
me vainly puff d up with ſome Know- 
dee of Truth. But it once thou canſt 
folve with boldneſs and an unſhaken 
eknce of Mind, to break looſe from 


"the 


* 


hereas on the contrary, every one of 
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the Bondage of Fearfulneſs, and thus to 
evidence thy Faith, by taking to thee the 
Reproach of Chriſt, then others waxix 
confident by thy Sufferings, will be the more 
emboldned to ſpeak the Word without Fear, 
Phil. x. ver. 14. But as long as this is not 


done, thou wilt not be truſted by any of: 


God's real Children. For a Servant of 
God mult be tryed and approved by 
Suffering. 

s VIII. 


We muſt not expoſe our ſelves, and let 
others make Fools of us; for how then ſhall 
we be in 4 condition to eaifie them, Anſwer : 
This is a common Objection with them, 
who, by the Fear of Man, ſuffer them- 
ſelves to be kept back from their real 
Converſion. True it is, we ought not 
to do any thing, that is Weak or Fooliſb, 
I mean, that is contrary to God's Word. 
But it is the Devil's Suggeſtion to think, 
we ſhall expoſe our ſelves, by breaking 
through in Faith, and directing,our Acti- 
ons preciſely- according to God's Word. 
Here *tis that St. Paul's Caution will do 
us great Service: Let no Man deceive hin- 
ſelf. If any Man among you ſeemeth to bt 
Wiſe in this World, let him become 4 Fool, 
that be may be Wiſe. For the Wiſdom of this 
World is Foobſhneſs with God, 1 Cor. 3. 
ver. 18, 19. We are Fools for Chriſt's ſale, 
1 Cor. 4. ver. 10. Is it not a Shame, 
when the Lord of Glory was taken Fool 

* 
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Mad. Man, and one poſſeſt by the Devil, 
that thou would'ſt catch at the applauſe 
of Men, and be highly eſteemed of the 
World ? By this thou piveſt Evidence 
againſt thy ſelf, that thou doſt not be- 
long to Chriſt, neither knoweſt the Dig- 
nity of his Croſs; and how then wilt thou 
be able to rejoyce in him? It neither can 
nor muſt be otherwiſe. Thou muſt be 
looked upon as a Fool in the World, if 
thou wilt be a Diſciple of Chriſt ; it will 
not fail thee an Hair's Breadth. High 
and Low, Teachers and Hearers, muſt 
alike ſuffer themſelves to be cenſured by 
g. the World, when once they earneſtly 
turn themſelves to God. For as ſoon as 
ot their Actions do no more comport with 
ſh the faſhionable Ways of the World, ſhe 
d. ſcoffs and rails, crying them down for 
k, Fanaticiſm, Singularity, Phariſaical Hypo- 
ng %%, and loading them with a thouſand 
di. Lies and Calumnies. Now he that is 
d. Nafraid of this Reproach from the World, 
do uſt needs continue an Hypocrite as long 
nm. he lives. And after all, how fooliſh 


m-. 
he is it, to be a Slave and Bond- man to the 


, humour of the World, when after you 
bis Pave done all you can to pleaſe it, and 

2.02 comply with it to the uttermoſt, you 
12 will be ſtill found fault with one way or 
ne, other? And yet we are unwilling to 
ra ſuffer this for the Glory of God and the 
ad. Welfare and Salvation of our Souls! 


IX. 
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the Bondage of Fearfulneſs, and thus to 
evidence thy Faith, by taking to thee the 
Reproach of Chriſt, then others waxix 
confident by "2 Sufferings, will be the more 
emboldned to ſpeak the Word without Fear, 
Phil. x. ver. 14. But as long as this is not 
done, thou wilt not be truſted by any of 
God's real Children. For a Servant of 
God muſt be tryed and approved by 
Suffering. 
. VIII. 


We muſt not expoſe our ſelves, and let 
others make Fools of us; for how then ſhall 
we be in a condition to edifie them, Anſwer : 


This is a common Objection with them, 


who, by the Fear of Man, ſuffer them- 
ſelves to be kept back from their real 
Converſion. True it is, we ovght not 
to do any thing, that is Weak or Fookſh, 
I mean, that is contrary to God's Word. 
But it is the Devil's Suggeſtion to think, 
we ſhall expoſe our ſelves, by breaking 
through in Faith, and directing,our Acti- 
ons preciſely- according to God's Word. 
Here *tis that St. Paul's Caution will do 
us great Service: Let no Man deceive hin- 
ſelf. If any Man among you ſeemeth to be 
Wiſe in this World, let him become a Fool, 
that he may be Wiſe. For the Wiſdom of this 
World is Foobſhneſs with God, 1 Cor. 3. 
ver. 18, 19. We are Fools for Chriſt's fake, 
1 Cor. 4. ver. 10. Is it not a Shame, 
when the Lord of Glory was taken 4 

| #1 
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Mad. Man, and one poſſeſt by the Devil, 
that thou would'ſt catch at the applauſe 
of Men, and be highly eſteemed of the 
World? By this thou piveſt Evidence 
ayainſt thy ſelf, that thou doſt not be- 
long to Chriſt, neither knoweſt the Dig- 
nity of his Croſs; and how then wilt thou 
be able to rejoyce in him ? It neither can 
nor muſt be otherwiſe, Thou muſt be 
looked upon as a Fool in the World, if 
thou wilt be a Diſciple of Chriſt ; it will 
not fail thee an Hair's Breadth. High 
and Low, Teachers and Hearers, muſt 
alike ſuffer themſelves to be cenſured by 
the World, when once they earneftly 
turn themſelves to God. For as ſoon as 
their Actions do no more comport with 
the faſhionable Ways of the World, ſhe 
ſcoffs and rails, crying them down for 
Fanaticiſm, Singularity, Phariſaical Hypo- 
criſy, and loading them with a thouſand 
Lies and Calumnies. Now he that is 
afraid of this Reproach from the World, 
muſt needs continue an Hypocrite as long 
as he lives. And after all, how fooliſh 
is it, to be a Slave and Bond- man to the 
humour of the World, when after you 
have done all you can to pleaſe it, and 
to comply with it to the uttermoſt, you 
will be ſtill found fault with one way or 
other? And yet we are unwilling to 
ſuffer this for the Glory of God and the 
Welfare and Salvation of our Souls! 


IX. 
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IX. 0 

We muſt become All to All, as St. Paul 
did, 1 Cor. 9. ver. 22: To the Weak T he 
came as Weak, that I might gain the Weak: 
J am made all things to all Men, that 
might by all Means ſave ſome. Anſwer: 
St. Paul gave ſufficient Proof of his be. 
ing a cheerful and undaunted Workman, 
to whom God had given not the Spirit of 
Fear, but the Spirit of Power, 2 Tim. 1. 
ver. 7. But what haſt thou to ſhew for 
thy ſelf ? Crafty and Worldly-minded 
Courtiers have alſo learned to become 
All to All, but from another Principle, by 
other Means, and for quite another End, 
than St. Paul did. Thou imagineſt, per- 
haps, that thy Aim is good; but does it 
flow in thee from the pure bottom of 
tenderly compaſſionate Maternal Love, as 
it did in St. Paul ? On the other Hand 
confider, whether thou canſt expreſs the 
bold Alacrity of St. Paul, who was not 
afraid to withſtand St. Peter bimſelf to 
his Face, when the Fear of Man had made 
him play the Hypocrite, and drew others 
into the ſame Diſſimulation with him, 
which was contrary to the Truth of the 
Goſpel, Gal. 2, 14. It is certainly a great 
piece of Wiſdom, thus to become Wea 
with the Weak, as not to loſe any thing of 
our own Strength; as to become Alu 
All, and yet ſtand free at the ſame time 
from all manner of Hy pocriſie. * 
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thy ſelf, whether the innocent Dowve-like 
Nature be in thee, or whether the Serpent, 

with bis feigned Prudence, hath not cor- 
W rupted and perverted thy Mind from the 
1 Sirplicity in Chriſt. There is no Cloak, 
that more plauſibly covers the Fear of 
Man than this. Therefore look to it, 
that above all things thou diſpatch this 
Enemy. * 


If ſuch as are leading Men would once 
b:gin to break the Ice; cb as Doltors, Su- 
perintendents, & c. who ought to be foremoſt 
in all our good Undertakings, we would rea- 
dily follow them; But we are not willing to 
rec the firſt Beginners, becauſe it may be con- 
. ir /irued as Pride in us, or have ſome other ill 


Name put upon it. Anſwer : Do as a Ser- 


rant that carries the Link before his Ma- 
' after, and yet does not think himſelf bet- 
thelter than his Maſter. The Ringdom of 
God comes commonly laſt to the Men of 


t 
; J he firſt Rank, and to thoſe that make the 
ade preateſt Figure in the World. When 
gen thou art to receive thy Sallary, thou doſt 


ot refuſe receiving it, till thy Superin- 
endent be paid. firſt, but art very willing 
o be firſt ſerved, And ſhall the Unbe- 
lef of others keep thee back in thy 
Race ? In the Kingdom of God there 
nuſt be no diſpute about Precedency. 
hen thou art convinced of the Truth, 
but doſt not obey it, God will certainly 

5 puniſh 
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puniſh thee, tho' thou ſhouldſt appeal to 
Pope or Emperor. Conſider alfo, that thy 
Crown will be by ſo much the more glo- 
rious, by how much greater thy Combat 
hath been, in which thou haſt over- 
Come. 

XI. 


But it is viſible, what great Diſorders 
ariſe up and down, when People are too for- 
ward, and do ao reſtrain themſelves, which 
ii the cauſe of manifold Scandals. Anſwer: 
It is impoſible, but young and unexperi. 
enced Chriſtians will make ſome falſe 
Steps, and not always act ſo wiſely az 
they ought. Here our timorons Gentle- 
men preſently diſcern this Mote tn their 
Eyes, and all the while do not perceive 
the Beam in their own. Here they be 
gin to Triumph, and ſay : Do but ſee hoy 
_ theſe People have expoſed themſelves. Iti 
very well for us, that we have not been ti 
far concerned with them; if we had, we ſhould 
now have been partakers of their Shame auf 
Reproach. In this caſe we muſt give good 
heed to that Caution of our Lord: B 
ſed is he whoſoever ſhall not be offended in me 
Matth. 11, 6. We ought to bear with the 
faults of beginners with great Moder 
tion and a compaſſionate Love: And 
we think our ſelves to be more wiſe an 
more knowing than they, we ſhould e 
deavour to rectiſie them in the Spirit 
AMeekneſs, conſidering car ſelves, leſt ; 
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Iſo be tempted, Gal. 6. 1. But God and 
he godly-minded, look upon the Thing 
ith other Eyes: For there is a vaſt Dif- 
erence between a Perſon that is as yet 
piritually Dead, and one that has reco- 
er'd Life from God, but yet is ſeized 
y ſome Temptation and Weakneſs com- 
non to Man. This his High-Prieſt know- 
i {Wng very well, will accordingly take com- 
Waſſion on his Infirmity. The way of 
r. De World is, always to /) Faults in the 
le laren of God, but will take no notice 
f the Good in them. If thou wilt draw 
le. eck, becauſe others do not what they 
ejrfyoght, thou wilt never be converted. 
iveſ@rcak thou thy ſelf through theſe impe- 
he. Miments, in the true Power of Faith, and 
ew others by thy Example, how they 
7; oſt ſerve God in all Purity. If thou 
golffer Reproach here with the Children 
God, and lendeſt thy helping hand to 
ar their burthen, then ſhalt thou alſo 
oodertake with them in their Glory here- 


ter. 
XII. | 

But we muſt not draw down Suffering s up- 
era ur Heads, or wilfully run into them. 
»/wer : Neither muſt thou be afraid of 
ffering, nor fly from it: As long as 
is flinching from the Croſs is in thee, 
it faith is not what it ſhould be. When 
good thing is nat to be attained without 
tering, thou art abſolutely bound to 

os take 
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take it up. Tis better to ſuffer all thing, Wan 
than to have an Evil Conſcience, Learn 
what that means: He that would be my 
Diſciple, muſt take up his Croſs daily, Luk. g, 
It is not required of thee, that thay 
ſhouldeſt trouble thy ſelf, when thou 
art to ſuffer any thing, only do thou 
heartily the Will of God, and all will be 
well. God will not lay more upon thee thay 
thou art able to bear : for he is faithful, and 
will not ſuffer thee to be Tempted beyond thy 
Power. Thou repreſentelt it to thy ſelt 
more hazardous, than indeed it is. Noy 
thou art afraid of Men; inſtead thou 
ſhouldſt endeavour to get a conqueſt over 
_ theſe fearful Repreſentations, and glorih 
the Lord God in thy Heart, and then they 
will be afraid of thee. 
XIII. 
But however, we ought to go fair ani 
ſoftly to Work, and do what good we car 
conſiderately and by degrees. Anſwer : Ay, 
this is ſomething indeed. If we could 
but perſwade the Devil to go fair and 
ſoftly too. But alas! He walks about lik 
a roaring Lion, ſeeking whom he may di. 
vour : What is to be done then? Whon 
reſiſt ſtedfaſt in the Faith, 1 Pet. 5. 8. Here 
thou heareſt, that by being ſedfaſt = 
Faith, that is, in the Power and Demor- 
ſtration of the Holy Ghoſt, thou mult re: 
ſiſt him without any Fear of Man, by e 
Armour of Righteouſneſs, on the 75 
| | : 


— 
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and and on the Eeft, by Honour and Di- 
onour, by Evil Report and Good Report, as 
Deceivers, and yet True, 2 Cor. 6. 7, 8. 
The Devil laughs at all thy Fair, and 
Soth e Give him but time and place, and 
you may be ſure, he will not be Idle: 
And God will require the Blood, which 
thou haſt neglected by thy Softlineſs, at 
thy Hands. - 

XIV. 


An Edge too ſharp is eaſily turned. 


Anſmer : If this Proverb be intended to 
ſignify, that we may ſometimes let odd 
be even, not be over-careful about the 
Peace of our Conſcience, and now and 
then in our Function wink at the Faults 
of thoſe committed to our Charge, or 
otherwiſe diſſemble with them, then it is 
all falſe Prudence, and directly contrary 
to the Croſs of Chriſt. It is but juſt, 
that we ſhew Love and Meekneſs toward 
all Men. And we ovght more eſpecially 
to declare to our Hearers the gracious 


and overflowing kindneſs of God, that 


they may be gained thereby, rather than 
by Railing and Threatning. But at the 
lame time we muſt uſe Earneſtneſs, and 
by all means take heed, that Liberty be 
not made a Cloak of Maliciouſneſs, 1 Pet. 2. 
16. Unbelief and the Fear of Man are at 
the bottom of our Heart, and with theſe 
ſpecious and plauſible Sayings we excuſe 
our ſelves: And tho' we are m—_ 


—— 
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Hot nor Cold, but lukewarm, and thro 
our baſe Fearfulneſs, let all things lie in 
the greateſt Diſorder and Confuſion ; we 
would fain be look'd upon as if we ob. 
ſerved the Golden Midale- way, and were 
careful in all things. to preſerve a true 
Temperature and due Moderation. 
XV. 
Furthermore, the Spiritual Prieſthood of 
Chriſtians is but little known now-adays; 
and much leſs how in virtue of the ſame, 
every Believer hath not only Power, but 
is even obliged to ſhew his Neighbour the 
right way, whenever he ſees him led 
away into Vice and Deluſion. Hence it 
is, that thoſe who are not engaged in the 
publick Teaching- Office, are apt to ex- 
cuſe themſelves, ſhifting this Duty from 
one to another, when their Neighbour 
ſhould be admoniſhed and reproved. This, 
in Truth, is nothing elſe, but an Ape 
critical Fear of Man, which commonly 
makes People ſpeak as follows: Wh, 
what is it to me? ] am no Preacher, nor eve 
rook the Care of Souls upon me. I am not 
of his Tutors, nor Maſter of the Fami). 
Let tbem look to their Duty and Charge 
Yea, ſome that are Miniſters think that 
they have found a good Excuſe for them: 
ſelves in ſaying : 1 am not his Father Con 
feſſor, and tis no buſineſs of mine to tal 
care for his Soul. To which may be at 
ded that pernicious diſtinction, ny 
ro 
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from Popery, and whereby thoſe that are 
preachers, or deſigned for that Office, 
are called Spiritual Men, and the reſt of 
People, Lay- men; whereas indeed all true 
Chriſtians, be they in what ſtate they 
will, muſt be ſpirituallh- minded, as St. Paul 


e are the Temple of God, and that the Spi- 
rit of God dwelleth in you. And, Rom. 8. 
9: But ye are not in the Fleſh, but in the 
Spirit, if ſo be, that the Spirit of God adwell 
n Tow. Now if any Man have not the Spi- 
it of Chriſt, he is none of his. And 
erſe 14: For as many as are led by the 
pirit of God, they are the Sons of God. But 
'& don't think of this, and ſcarcely 
now, what the Name of Chriſtias im- 
ports, viz, one anointed with the Spirit o 

briſt ; and therefore think our ſelves 
efficiently excuſed ; when we can ſay: J 
01m 4 Layick, and no Spiritual Man. It is 
t to be expreſſed, what horrid Miſchief 
his wicked diſtinction is the cauſe of, 
ad what deep Root it hath taken in 


Imſelf could hardly have found out a 
etter way, to perſwade People, that one 


d the Rule of God's Word. According- 


ice, commended to all Chriſtians, is 


teacheth, 1 Cor. 3.16: Know ye not that 


ens Minds : Inſomuch, that the Devil 
not as much bound as another, exactly 
d order his Life in all things according 


| Satan fails not, preſently to ſhew his 
laws, whenever this Spiritual Prieſtly 


earneſtly 


— 
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earneſtly preſſed and inculcated. Thy 
ſhalt in any wiſe rebuke thy Neighbour, and 
not ſuffer Sin upon him ſays God, Levitic. 19 
17. Not to the Teachers alone, but to 
all in general. Thou canſt not therefore 
but acknowledge, that the Command: 
ments were given as well to thee, as to 
Teachers: And that thou art bound to 
obſerve all the Rules of Chriſt as well x 
they, altho' this does not take away th: 
particular Duty of each in their ſeyeri 
Stations. 
XVI. 


Every whit as abſurd and frivolous 
the Excuſe which many alledge from thei 
outward State and Condition, whet 
they ſay : The Place I am in requires i 
of me. Many will ſay: I rake no Deligt 
in theſe Vanities, in rich Cloaths, in Banque 
in Dancing, in Plays and Opera's, and the li 
But I muſt do it, my State and Quality ol 
liges me to it. If I ſhould not do it, other 
would take an Opportunity to do worſt 
*Tis better therefore, that I prevent mi 
Wickedneſs by my preſence. This is ol 
of the Fruits of our modern Religion 
rais'd on Maxims of State and Policy 
But if we bring it to the Standard 
Apoſtolical Chriſtianity, it would be mo 
convincingly evident, that it is altogetht 
inconſiſtent with the TRUT AH, as 
is in Jeſus. The World excuſes 1 
with this wretched Shift: Tollatur r 
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, mancat uſus * Take away the A- 
buſe of Things, but let the Uſe con- 
© tinune, The true Children of God, 
who are crucified to the World, and the 


Uſe in theſe Things; but plainly diſ- 


World ſtill more and more, and makes 
his Service more agreeable by Means of 
hoſe pleaſant Baits he lays before them. 
He inlinuates, and this under a fair 
Pretext too, that they are Things in- 
different, and that may lawfully be uſed, 
engaging them hereby to be his avowed 
otaries. When the true Children of 
od would avoid or prevent any Evil, 


and Puppet-ſhews; but fly to their God, 
and commit themſelves to his holy Di- 
ection in Faith and Confidence of his 
Aſſiſtance, and by raiſing -themſelves 
Into the Patience and Long-ſuffering 
df God, they endure, what they can- 
not prevent. They enjoy the neceſſary 


dies for no other End but to ſpend 
he Strength received thereby in humble 
\cknowledgment and Child-like Thank- 
Wulneſs, and to renew the  Vigour of 
doul and Body for the Service of their 
cighbours, 1 


E CHAP. 


World to them, cannot find the leaſt true 


ern, that by them Satan enſnares the 


hey have no need of the Devil's Rattles 


Nouriſhment and refreſhing of their Bo- 
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| CHAP. VI. 
Of the ME ANS whereby we may 


be delivered from the Fear o 


Man. 


NE firſt and moſt necefſary Mean 
to caſt off this Fear of Man, is i 
conſtant and earneit Endeavour, to free 
our ſelves trom the moſt dangerous De- 
ceitfulneſs of our own Hearts. Nothin; 
is more miſchievous, or proves a great. 
er Hindrance to a Man's Salvation, than 
that falſe Conceit, when a Man fanci 
eth himſelf to bealready a good Chriſtian, 
and actually in the State of Grace, and 
conſequently having no more need e 
Repentance and the firſt Converſion to 
God. This falſe and moſt dangeron 
Opinion is, alas! but too commonly 


entertained by the greateſt Part even 
of Proteſtants themſelves, who are voi 


a little encovraged and fortified therein 
by unconverted Miniſters: For | 


them they are al}, without any D 


ſtinction, called belovedBrethren in Chrif 
they are all ab/olved from their Sim 
admitted to the Holy Sacrament, al 


after Death declared happy and ble 


being crowned with the glorious Tic 
of dear Br. thren. r 


= — — P TOO er 


Againft the Fear of Man. 75 
For this Reaſon it is the moſt difficult 
Task of a Miniſter, firſt. to convince 
People from the Word of God, that 
they have not yet attained to true Con- 
rerſion, & that they mult paſs over into 
of Wa quite different State from what they 

Ire in, if ſo be, they deſire to enter 


into the Kingdom of God. Now when 


im this falſe Conceit is entertained by 
1 reachers alſo, and they fancy them- 
ret ſelves already converted, tho? indeed they 
are not; (the greateſt Part of them 
having never taſted and experienced a 
eal Converſion in themſelves:) Then 
his falſe Perſwaſion proves ſtill more 
langerous Truly a Miniſter is not 
ian aſily removed from this Opinion; for 
aving taken upon him to dire& others 
1 the Way to Heaven, he preſuppoſes 
t as a moſt certain Truth, that he is 
nlightened by the Holy Ghoſt, and that 
eing a ſpiritual Man he muſt needs have 
\dmittance to Heaven before others. 
ut becauſe he ſees but little Difference, 
if any at all) betwixt himſelf and his 
uditors, and knoweth nothing of a 
wving Change of Heart, he by whole- 


nd like a blind Phariſee, reproaches 
othing but outward Vices; his own in- 


Wy the Spirit of God, and conſequently 
E 2 Differ- 


ile takes them all for true Chriſtians, 


ard Part being not yet cleanſed it ſelf 


either ke himſelf acquainted with the 
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GOSPEL, nor with the right Applicat on 


out of their Slumber, and to bring them 
over from their falſe and imaginary Faith, 


ritual Sleep and Deadneſs; then the 


from their ſtupifying Coldneſs, are un. 


into his own State and Condition, ac. 
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Difference between the LA and the 


of both, ſo as to awaken People thereby 


to a true living One working by Love. 
And by Means of theſe unconverted 
Preachers, deſtitute of all experimental 
Knowledge in ſpiritual Affairs, whole 
Pariſhes, Cities and Countries, are coun- 
tenanced in their carnal Security. 

Now when God is pleaſed to ſend forth 
faithful Witneſſes of his Truth, and theſe 
begin to awaken People out of theirſpi- 


Devil is very buſy to keep them Captives 
to the Fear of Man, one fearing this, 
another that, and ſo refuſing to arise 


willing to betake themſelves to a ſtricter 
Sort of Life. And now the habitual 
State of carnal Security joyning, with this 
Fear of Man choaks the Truth of God 
in the Heart, that it cannot break forth 
with Power. The beſt Advice that can 
be given to a Man in this Caſe, is 
that he thoroughly ſearch and - enquire 


cording to the Tenour of the. Word 0 
God, that he may not delude himſelf b 
a vain and fond Conceit, hoping alwajs 
the beſt of himſelf. By this Means be. © 
may come to a full Aſſurance of the Sta 
ot; 3 0 
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pf his Soul, and feels at laſt the Wit- 


bes the Spirit of God bears him, that 
eis in Truth a Child of God. For as 


0 * . * » 
1 ong as a Man is vnwilling to part with 
' Wis darling Se/f-Zove, and to take the 
VE, 7 2 . 2 F . 
ca eins to ſearch into the Pottom of his 


cart, it is impoſüble for bim, to be 
id of this inordinate Fear: Nay, he will 
ot be able to make 2 right Uſe of any 
eans at all that may be offered him. 
or in this Caſe the Power of the Holy 
hoſt is abſolutely neceilary, being only 
btained in our true Converſion to God» 
ithout this, a Man will never get ſo 
ar as in all his Actions to eye God onely, 
nd to diſcharge his Duty without the 
aſt Fear of Man, But how can this 
e done? No other Way but by humble 


racions God and heavenly Father, 
hat he would be pleaſed to open the 
yes of many, to acknowledge their 


FY od without Fear in Holineſs and Righteouſ- 

1 of /r, which is acceptable unto him, Luk. 1. 

f bill 75 1 | | 

% ind foraſmuch as the Want of Self. de- 

rat alis one of the chief Cauſes of the 
of Man; it will be therefore abſo- 


E 3 lutely 


nd continual Prayer to our infinitely 


wn Mifery, and to turn themſelves 
om the Bottom of their Heart unto 
zod, that ſo they may learn to draw 
trength out of the Fulneſs of Chriſt, to ſer ve 
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of an idle Dream and vaniſhing Shad 
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lutely neceſſary, in order to © 
Subduing of this Vice, to endy 
vour after a true Self-denying frame of WW 
rit, For as long as we fear the Loſs 
our Honour and Greatneſs in the Wort 
of our Goods or Eaſe, ſo long 
ſhall be loath, by a cloſe following th 
Steps of our Lord, to incur the Diſple 
ſure and Diſreſpect of Men. But wh 
we are once convinced, that Godlin| 
mith Contentment is the greateſt Gai 
when we ſeek no other Honour but wh 
comes from God himſelf, nor any Plz 
ſure beſides that of doing his Will, 
ſhall find it an eaſy Matter to overcon 
the Awe of Men, and with Undaunte 
neſs to confeſs the Truth both in Wo 
and Deed. Our Saviour's Maxim is 
unchangeable and indubitable Trat 
Luk. 14. 33: Whoſoever doth not renom 
all he hath, cannot be =y Diſciple. 
III. 

He that would enter into a thorou 
Self-denying Life, and ſo free himſt 
from the Fear of Man, muſt often ſet! 
fore his Eyes the Vanity, and even nothi 
neſs of this tranſirery World. For, whi 
a Man overvalues the Honour, ii 
Riches, and Pleaſures of this Wo 
it is impoſſible to deny himſelf in the 
But as ſoon as he begins to diſcern, ti 
all this while he hath been in pur 
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he is aſhamed of himſelf, and looks 
out for ſomething more worthy and 
durable. To this end it will be of 
preat Uſe to imprint in our Hearts 
he following Texts of Scripture : As 
or Man, his Days are as Graſs ;, as 4 


S Flower of the field ſo he flouriſheth. For 
Pe be Wind paſſeth over it, and it is gone, 


Wd the place thereof ſhall know it no more. 
% the Mercy of God is from everlaſting 

Wo everlaſting upon them that fear him : 
Ind his Righteouſneſs unte Childrens Chil- 
Wer, Plalm. 103. ver. 15, 16, 17: Al 

leſh is graſs, and all the goodlineſs there- 
is as the flower of the field. The graſs 
ithereth, the flower fadeth, becauſe the 
pirit of the Lord bloweth upon it, Iſa. 40. 
er. 6, 7. The World paſſeth away, aud 
ve luſt thereof; but he that doth the Will 
God, abideth for ever, 1 John 2. 
er. 17. The Rich ſhall paſs away as the 
lower of graſs. For the Sun is no ſooner 
en with a burning heat, but it withereth 


ime 274/5, and the flower thereof falleth, 
ſet H the grace of the faſhion of it periſh- 
roth So alſo ſhall the rich Man fade away 


his ways, James 1. ver. 10, 11. What 
ath Pride profited us? Or what good hath 


Nori: and the varnting ſhow of it brought 
1 the? All theſe things are paſſed away like 4a 
n, adow, and as a Poſt that haſted by. As 
p Ship that paſſeth over the Waves of the 


ater, which when it is gone by, the trace 
E 4 thereof 


ſelf,, Pſal. 62. ver. 9. that is, as Luth 


ſhall gather them, Pſalm. 39. ver. 4, 5 
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thereof cannot be found, neither the way; 
the keel in the Waves, Wiſd. Chap. 
ver. 8, 9, 10. What Reaſon therefor 
hath any one to fear Man upon the a: 
count of ſuch vain and fading Things MM. 

| V. 

It will be needfnl alſo to have conti 
nually before our Eyes the Nothingny 
and Vanity of Man himſelf, that we mi 4 
not be afraid of their terror, neither hi 
troubled, but ſanctiſie the Lord God in u 
Heart, 1 Pet. 3. ver. 14, 15. Surely A. 
of low degree are Vanity, and Men of hig 
degree are a Lic: To be laid in the balaufl - 
they are altogether lighter than Vanity! 


adds, © He that puts his truſt in Meny;., 
« will fail of his hopes; for let then... 
ce be never ſo great, yet they are {tiW;:. 
« hut as nothing and vanity 3 and on 
« they themſelves muſt fail, ſo the... 
« will fail thoſe that expect help fron,,, 
« them. Lord, make me know mine enn 
and the meaſure of my days, what time Iii 
have to live. Behold thou haſt made he 
days as an hand breadth, and mine age 
as nothing before thee : Verily every N. 
at his beſt ſtate is altogether Vanity. Sela 
Surely every Man walketh in a vain ſben 
Surely they are diſquieted in vain ? 

heapeth up Riches, and knoweth not w 


When a Man from theſe and othiWre, 


Aainſt the Fear of Man. St 


Texts of Scripture duly conſidered and 


pondered, is convinced of his own and 
ther Mens Nothingneſs and Vanity, then 


he will find no Cauſe to fear them; but 


vill ſay with David, Pſalm. 27. 1: The 
ord is my light and my ſalvation, mhom 
ball fear? The Lord is the ſtrength of 
Life, of whom ſhall I then be afraid ? 
Kc. A Man that duly conſiders theſe 
hings, Will no more make account of 
his preſent Life, nor be afraid of Men 
or the Maintenance of it. 
” V. 

The frequent and ſerious Conſidera- 
jon of the Pre-eminence of Heavenly, Di- 
vine and Everlaſting Things, will alſo not a 
ittle contribute towards an intire Con- 


queſt over the Fear of Man. For as by 
his Means our Hearts are moſt power 


ally withdrawn from the Love of Tem- 


oral and Earthly Thin?s, ſo as no 


onger 70 look at the things that are Viſible 


nd Temporal, but at thoſe which are in- 
iſthle and eternal, So it will make all 
We Fear we had for thoſe, who at their 


vorſt can but damage us in Temporals, 


0 vaniſh into Smoak. What we value 
ot, neither are we afraid to loſe: But 
ve never ceaſe valuing a Thing, till we 
et a ſight of better and more glorious” 
Objects. He that hath continually in 
W's Eye the glorions Majeſty of the Almighty 


reator of Heaven "ou Earth, looks pc ꝗ — 
E 5 upon 
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upon Men as weak and pitiful things, how | 
high and dazling ſoever they appear'd to 
him before. Here we learn to obey the 
Command of our Lord Jeſus, who faith, 
Matth. 10. 28: Fear not them that kill the 
Body, but are not able to kill the Soul : But 
rather fear him, who is able to deſtroy both 
Soul and Body in Hell. He that 1s trans- 
formed into a Heavenly Prame of Life, 
hath his Converſation in Heaven, and. ſets 
his Affections on things above, and not on 
things of the Earth, how ſhould he fear 
Men, who neither by Slight nor Might 
can put him by his ultimate End? The 
hurt Men do themfelves by diſtracting 

their Minds about the Concerns of this 
temporal Life, and but ſeldom or never 
ſufficiently applying them to the Life 
Eternal, and the ineſtimable Treaſures | 
of ir, is altogether unutterable. W hat 
was the main Reafon why the Primitive 


Chriſtians were ſo far eſtranged from all F! 


Fear of Nan, that they joyfully embraced 
Martytdom, and even ran to meet it, but 
becauſe their Minds were fixed upon the 
ſuture Etetnal Glory after this Life nay; 
had ail the Powers of their Souls alicady 
dwelling there in a manner. 
VI. f 
The faithful Champions of Chriſt have 
found this alſo a certain and ſure Means 
to conquer the Fear of Man, viz. to en-. 
er immediately into & proſound Meditation 
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of the bitter Paſſion of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, as ſoon as they found themſelves 
under any Temptation to it. It was this 
Antidote St. Peter preſcribed to Believers 
againſt the Fear of Man in the firſt Epiſt. 
Chap. 4. ver. 12, 13: Beloved, think it not 
ſtrange concerning the fiery tryal, which is to 
try you, as tho 4 ſtrange thing happened 
unto you ;, but rejoyce in as much as ye are 
partakers of Chriſt's Sufferings; that when 
his Glory ſhall be revealed, ye may be glad alſo: 
with exceeding joy. And. the Exhortation, 
Heb. 12. ver. 3. recommends the ſame 
Remedy to us: Conſider him that endured 
fuch contradithons of Sinners againſt him 
felf, leſt ye be wearied and faint in your 
minds. And in the 4th Chap, of the 2d 
Epiſt. to the Corinth. he ſaith: We always 
bear about in the Body the dying of the Lord 
Jeſus, thas the Life alſo of Jeſus might be 
made manifeſt in our mortal Body, This 
is the true Prophetical and Apoſtolical 
Mind, which few do apprehend.; but 
they that apprehend and have it, tread in- 
their Footſteps, and, declare themſelves 
Servants of the Living God in true chear- 
fulneſs of Faith. They are not afraid of 
the terror of Man, neither are they troubled, 
out ſanctiſie the Lord God in their Hearts, 
t Per. 2. ver. 14. O Lord, help and 
** afliſt us by thy mighty Power to attain 
* to that Degree, that we may from the 
bottom of our Hearts ſay with St. 4 
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* We determine not to know any thing ſav 1i- / 
* Jeſus Chriſt, and him crucified, 1 Cor. 2. /ate, 
ver. 2. ſhal 
n they 

In this conſiſts the whole MAyſtery of i [ake 
Croſs, which is the Wiſdom St. Paul dM Bly 


clared among them that are perfect: yet ntl and 
the Wiidom of this World, nor of the Prince of er 
of this World, that come to nought ;, but tl joyce 
Wiſdom of God in a Myſtery, even the bid in 1 
den Wiſdom, which God ordained before th ver. 
World unto our Glory, 1 Cor. 2, ver. 6,7 ver, 
He that begins to be a proficient in thi i» 7. 
hidden Wiſdom, will find the Fear of Ma forth 
vaniſhing of it ſelf, Why do we fealiff ſha 
Men; For no other Reaſon, but becauſ bring 


we are afraid of the Croſs. And why dg 17, 1 

| we fear the Croſs ? Becauſe we under bur i 
| ſtand not the infinite Good, that lies hi more 
| in it; even becauſe we do not 8pprehendy while 
| that ſince the Fall any thing that is to bY bur ac 
1 really good, muſt ſpring up under, au is abl 
as it were, be begotten by the Croſs. [| ni/es 

VIII. 1851 willin, 

More eſpecially would it be found 2 

eaſy thing for us to overcome the Fear of The 

Man, if we feriouſly conſidered, what} /cvera, 

mighty Reward is annexed to the deniq ſhall b 

of this Temporal Life and Goods, au doth 

the chearful taking up of the CrolFtainin 

Chriſt tells us, Matth. F. ver. 10, 11, 12e A1 

Every one that forſaketh Houſes, or Brigof Me 

thren, or. Siſter, or Father, or Motu, Flat t! 

ö Wiſq heard 


Ul 
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I. fe, or. Children, or Lands for my Name's 
lake, ſhall receive an hundred fold, and 
ſhall inherit everlaſting Life. Bleſſed are 
they that are perſecuted for Righteouſneſs 
ſake : For theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven. 
Bleſſed are ye, when Men ſhall revile you, 
and perſenute you, and ſhall ſay all manner 
of evil. ag aint you falſly for my ſake. Re- 
joyce and be exceeding glad (Rejoyre you 
in that day and leap for Joy, Luke 6. 
ver. 22+) ſor great is your reward in Hea» 
ven, Pſalm 126. ver. 5, 6: They that ſow 
in Tears ſhall reap in Joy. He that goeth 
forth and weepith, bearing precious Seed, 
ſhall doubtleſs come again with rejoycing, 
bringing his ſheaves with him, 2 Cor. 4: 
17, 18: For our light affliction, which is 
WY but for a moment, worketh. for us a far 
more exceeding and eternal weight of Glory; 
Nl while we look not at the things that are ſeen 1 
but at the things that are nat ſeen. And who 
is able to enumerate all the glorious. Pro- 
miſes of God, that are made to ſuch as 
willingly take up er of Chriſt ? 


The want alſo of duly conſidering the 
tY eral degrees of Clarity and Glory, which 
ſhall be revealed in the Children.of God, 
doth not 4 little contribute to the de- 
Itaining of Men in ſubjection to the Fear 
Aan. For even the far greateſt part 
of Men are ſunk into ſo much Ignorance, 
| Fthat they ſcarcely re member ever to have 
Mbeard of it. Whereas if they lived * 
the 
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the Knowledge and Belief of it, they W {+ 7 
would with much more eaſe rid them- W rey. 
ſelves of this flaviſh Fearfulneſs. Of this form 
Hoſes had a View when he Eftremed the ferin 
Reproach of Chriſt, far greater Riches than ſince 
the Treaſures of Egypt; for he had reſpelt highe 
unto the recompence of the Reward. Mhere-· ¶ Glor' 
fore alſo he forſook Egypt, not fearing the He t. 
Wrath of the King, Heb. 11x. 26, 27. And ſpeak 
thoſe Believers mentioned, Heb. 11. 35. 35... 
had the ſame Object before them, who Wl Love 
would not accept of deliverance, that they I refs, 
might obtain a better Reſurrettion. What e, 
can be conceived more glorious, than to Nh rh 
be a Bride of the Lamb, which ſtands at Ne ar 
bis Right Hand in Gold of Ophir? Pſal. 40. Nay, 
10. A Glory never aſſigned to any of Congu 
the Angels themſelves. his moſt pre- / am 
cious Gold is nothing elſe but FAI IT HEL, 
it ſelf, which after we have been exer- Power 
ciſed here in heavineſs for a Seaſon, thronghcome, 
manifold Temptations, is made much more cxeat. 
precious than the Gold that periſheth, being ehe Le 
tried in the Fire, that it may be found unidficur La 
Praiſe, and Honour, and Glory, at the ap- 
pearing of Jeſus Chriſt, 1 Pet. 1. 6, 7. Nej 
None therefore can arrive at the Glo- N e 
ry of being called he Dove and Bride Champ 
Chriſt, but they that paſs this Fryal oſpcript 
the Crofs, and overcome all in Jeſuseſs a. 
Chriſt. For to him that overcometh, ſaithfÞpur Fa 
he himſelf, will I grant to fit with me inpt Pa. 
wa} Throne, even as 1 alſo overcame and auvere 
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ſet down with my Father in his Throne, 
Rev. 3. 21. To be made wholly con- 
formable to Chriſt, in his Croſs and Suf- 
ferings, is the moſt glorious Conformity; 
fince the conſequence thereof will be the 


higheſt Conformity with him in his 


Glory and Eternal Clarity following it. 
He that hath this imprinted in his Mind, 
ſpeaks heartily with St. Paul, Rom. 8. 
35 ˙39 : Who ſhall ſeparate as from the 
Love of Chrift ? Shall Tribulation, or Di- 
ſtreſs, or Perſecution, or Famine, or Naked- 
neſs, or Peril, or Sword? As it is written, 
or thy ſake we are killed all the Day long, 
we are accountcd as Sheep for the Slaughter: 
Bay, in all theſe things we are more than 
Conquerors, through him that loved us. For 
am perſwaded, that neither Death, nor 
Life, nor Angels, nor Principalities, nor 
Powers, nor things preſent, nor things to 
ome, nor Heighth, nor Depth, nor any other 
eCreature, ſhall be able to ſeparate ws from 
e Love of God, which is in Chriſt Jeſus 
oer Lord. ” 


Neither is the frequent repreſenting to 
-u ſelves of thoſe couragious and faithful 
of Champions of Chriſt, mentioned in the 
ofÞcripture as well as other Hiſtories, of 
uWeſs avail towards the Strengthening of 
Pour Faith in Chriſt. This was the way 
in pt Paul took to excite the Hebrews, who 
ere weak in Faith, in the 116 Chapter 
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of his Epiſtle to them; which being an 
exe cut Abſtrats of the whole Old Teſta: 
ment; ought to be more eſpecially pon- 
dered by us, and applied for the Sup. 
port, of our Faith in all outward and 
inward Temptations. St. Paul alſo 
takes notice in his Epiſtle: to the Phi- 
lippians, Chap. 1. V. 14. That many of the 
Brethren waxing confident by his Bonds, had 
been much more bold to ſpeak the Word with- 
out Fear. The Hiſtories likewiſe of the 
primitive as well as latter avryr, 
were they more attentively .conſi- 
dered, would contribute much towards 
our attainment of a true Boldneſs of 
Faith, ſo neceſſary for our- Chriſtian 
Warfare. Martin Luther gave this Ad- 
vice to his Friend Jerome Meller, when 
he aw him ſorrowful and much dejett- 
ed, which moved him to make a Collecti- 
on out of the Hiſtories of the Martyr 
for his own Uſe and Edificarion, as ap- 
pears from his ſmall Treatiſe, Printed 
in the Year 1697, and reprinted Ann 
1700, under the Title of The School o 
the Croſs. .iNeither are the modern Per: 


ſecutians leſs remarkable than thoſe of 


Old, and it is a blame worthy Negli- 


gence: and Want of Love, that they 


are. ſo little minded. What Brouſſon 


and others have written concerning the 


late Perſecutions in France, may prove 


very | bedeficial:: and improving to al 
wo a un 
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underſtanding Reader. More eſpecially 
the Example of Luther; and his oft-ex- 
preſſed Couragiouſneſs of Faith, ought to 
be a great Encouragement towards the 
Conquering of. all Fear of Man, if not 
to others, at leaſt to them that call thent- 
{elves after his Name. 

XI. 

But foraſmuch as the Strength of Man 
is not ſufficient to bring this about, it 
is neceſſary for every one to apply him- 
ſelf to God in earneſt Prayer, that he 
would be pleaſed graciouſly to vouchſafe 
voto him his holy Spirit, which is not 
a Spirit of Fear, but of Power, and of Love, 
and of a ſound Mind, 2 Tim. r. 7. And 
Ithis is not of us, but the free Gift of God, 


Which Gift he is moſt ready to Impart 


Mts thoſe that heartily pray for it. Let 
Ius ask therefore, that we may receive. 
Neither muſt we only pray for this Gift, 
but more eſpecially at ſuch Times, when 
we are called forth to act any Thing, 
requiring ſome exerting of the Power of 
Faith ; that then we may do nothing ac- 
ſording to our own Conceit and Appre- 
henſion, but in the firſt Place lay it open 
. Hefore God in Prayer, and then ſet upon 
t armed and well appointed with the 
role Armour of God. Above all, ſaith St. 
e, Eph. 6. 16, 17, 18. taking" the 
re hield of Faith, wherewith ye ſhall; be able 
nfo q:cnch all the fiery Darts of the Wicked l 
N an 


f Man will ſoon vaniſh, and we ſhall be 


in the Snares of Fearfulneſs. There are 


. Chriſt among the Heathens,) but hr II 
f AR 
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and tale the Helmet of Salvation, and th fl take 
Sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of rien 
God: Praying always with all Prayer and ful a: 
Supplication in the Spirit, and Watching Deſi 
thereunto with all Perſeverance, and Suppli- as 
cation for all Saints, © | expre 
Of this we have a notable Inſtance in by th 
Jacob, Gen. 32. how reſolutely he wreſt· I jn th 
led with God, when he was afraid of his rely 
Brother Eſau. Let us therefore in like bur 
Manner wreſtle with God, and the Fear 


bleſſed with Jacob, becoming now the 
true Iſracl of God, who enjoy the Bleſſing 
of Peace and Mercy, Gal. 6. 16. Dofty 
XII. He,: 

As this Cheerfulneſs of Faith is great. 
ly obſtructed, and the Vice of Fear- 
Fulneſs confirmed and encreaſed, when 
we conſult with Fleſh and Blood, or with 
other fearful Men; ſo we ought either 
wholly to forſake ſuch Perſons, and 
avoid all Converſation with them, or 
to uſe it with great Caution and Cir- 
cumſpection, for Fear of being involved 


many that take Courage in God to ur 
dertake this or the other Thing 11 
Readineſs of Faith ; but whilſt they do 
not with St. Paul ſer about it immedi 
ately, without conferring with Fleſh anc 
Blood (as he did when he was to preac! 
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take the Advice of tais, or another 
Friend, who repreſent the Thing doubt- 
ful and hazardous, they give over the 
Deſign, and ſtifle the Gift of God that 
was in them. Indeed it is not to be 
expreſſed, how many uſeful Deſigns are 
by this Means hindred, ſtifled, and nipt 
in the Bud. It is Praiſe-worthy not to 
rely too much upon our own Prudence, 
but to take the Advice of experienced 
Perſons alſo into Conſideration : But 
Jvithal we muit be wiſe and prudent 
Wieſt we fall into the other Extream, of 
eing toſſed and roc bed with every Wind of 
Doctrine For it is 4 good Thing that the 
Heart be eftabliſhed, which Stability in- 
Need, is obtained by Faith, but it is 
alily loſt again by the fearful Talk of 
\Vtioſe, that have but little Faith themſelves, 
as appears in the Inſtance of the Children of 
ſſrael, mentioned — 32. & xiv. i. 
III. 

Becauſe the Apoſtles of our Lord were 
$0 ſenſible of the great Damage, which 
Akccrues to Men by their conferring with 
ele and Blood, they themſelves did not 
-Pnly carefully avoid it, (Gal. 1. 16.) 
input warned others alſo againſt it: And 
1oShough they were not wanting to ſet 
1 Pefore them 4 whole Cloud of Witneſſes, 
ny whoſe Example they might be effe- 
M tually excited to a Faith attended with 
te and Energie; yet they chiefly point- 

ed 
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be his true Followers, you muſt reſj 


ed and enconraged St. Paul to expo! 
himſelf to all Manner of Suffer ings fol 
the Name of Chriſt, without any Re 


 formable unto bus Death; if by any Mes 
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ed them to Chriſt, as the Beg inner ang a 1 
Finiſher of out Faith, Heb. 12. 2. Ant ys 


it is very Emphatical, what he adds b ſuf 
Verſ. 3. Conſider him that endured ſu, 
Contradittion of Sinners, againſt himſel 
legt ye be wearied and ſaint in your Mind; 
Where the meaning of the Wor 
in the Greek Text is propely this 
make a Compariſon, viz. betwixt tha 
which Chriſt hath ſaſfered, and wha 
ye inffer; conſider, what a Proportiot 
and Analogy there is betwixt theſe two 
For ſure it is, in Caſe you reſolve 1 


at we 
0 efte 
Riche 
t fear: 
lured, 
ed. 11 
ſe gin 
iſciple 
6 you, 
bated 
the 
Vant,. 
Hau. 


unto Blood, ſtriving againſt Sin. 
This was it that ſo powerfully inſp! 


gard to the Fear of Man. For the A, 
he had always in hisEye was, :o knowChri 
and the Power of bis Reſurrection, and i. 
Fellowſhip of his Sufferings, being made co 


he might attain mito the Reſurrection of i 
Dead, Phil. 3. 10, 11. And 2 Tit 
2. 8, 9. he ſaith: Remember that Je 
Chrift, of the Seed of David, was rail 
from the Deal, according to my Goſpt 
Wherein I ſuffer Trouble as an E vil att 
"even unto Bonds hut the Word of Goa 
not hound. And St. Peter, Epiſt. 2. 2 
21. from the ſame ground faith, 7f n 


him 
L ee. 
n WR. 
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do well, and ſuffer for it, ye take: it pa- 
wy, this is acceptable with God: For 
en hereunto werk ye called; becauſe Christ 
ly ſufferedfor us, leaving us an example, 
t we (hould follow his Steps. Thus Moſes 
lo efteemed the Reproach of Chrift great- 
Riches than the Treaſures of Agypt, 
t fearing the Wrath of the King, for he 
dured, as ſeeing him who: is inviſible, 
eb. 11. 26, 27. Chriſt himſclf like- 
ſe giveth the ſame Inſtruction to his 
iſciples, Joh; 15- 18: If the World 
e you, ye know that it bated me, before 
hated on: And Verſe 20. Remem- 
the Word, that I ſaid unto. you: The 
an is not greater than the Lord. If 
y have perfecuted me, thiy will alſo per- 
ute you: If they have kept my ſamg, 
wy will keep yours alſo. And in his laſt 
Jewel he encourageth them with his 
Pina Rreſence, this being the fitteſt 
Jeument to comfort and raiſe their 
irits /. Los ſaith he, I am with you alway, 
A auto the End of the World; Matth. 28. 
"'F. Wherefore if any Man would in 
"Tod. Earneſt be rid of the Fear of Man, 
"Þ him Eye continually the Example and 
ee of, Chris, and know affuredly; 
* he ęannot be happier in this World, 
Ja when he cometh up to the neareft 
U ſormity with the Image of his Suffering 
| Crucified Lord. And if his Love 
"Chriſt be ſincere, it will kindle in his 
Be Heart 
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Heart an ardent Deſire to be made like 
unto his Image. And this Deſire vi 
diſpel all the Fear of Man, becauſe it mak 
the Croſs, which is /o bitter unto the Fleſ 
ſweet and delightful unto the Spirit; bl 
which Means the Spirit at laſt gains 
compleat Victory over the Fearfulneſs 
the Fleſh, ſo that it can no more hind: 
him to drink up moſt willingly th 
Cup, his Saviour hath appointed fo 
Im. ; | 
Nay, St. Paul aſſureth us, that a M. 
not only overcomes thereby, but that he is eri 
more than a Conqueror; intimating, th 
by this Victory he obtains an inconcei 
able Advantage over all the Suffering 
which can befal him for the Goſpel's Sak 
And to this Purpoſe he enumerates tho 
Seven Calamities, which may happent 
a true Child of God, Rom. 8. 35. Wi 
ſhall ſeparate us from the Love of God? þ 
Tribulation, or Diſtreſs, or Perſecution, 
Famine, or Nakedneſs, or Peril, or Swori 
and hereupon he adds, Ver. 37. Nay 
in all theſe things we are more thanConquern 
through him that loved ww. Neither dot 
he ſtop here, but expreſſeth the undau 
ed Cheerfulneſs of his Heart in Chrif 
yet more Emphatically, Ver. 38, hi 
For I am perſwaded, that neither Dea 
vor Life, nor Angels, nor Princi palit 
nor Powers, nor Things preſent, nor Thing. 
come, nor Heighth, nor Depth, nor « 
| of 
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Creature, ſhall be able to ſeparate us 
the Love of God, which is in Chriſt 
us our Lord. Let us, dear Brethren, 
like Manner, as the firſt Fruits of the 
rd, preſs in Spirit into the living and 
werful Fellowſhip of Chriſt Jeſus, ſo 
we may live no more, but that he may 
ein us; and the Life which we now live 
the Fleſh, we may live by the Faith of 
Son of God, who loved us, and gave bim- 
for ws, Gal. 2. 20, Thus all Fear 
Man will ſoon vaniſh out of our 
arts, and the joyful Spirit of Chriſt 
us will fill up the Room it had there, 
| make us grow in Strength, comfort 
encourage us in all our Combats, 
| afford us a continual Train of Vi&- 


es. 
XIV. 

Now foraſmuch as Jeſus Chriſt himſelf 
e, that moſt certainly can deliver us 

m all Fear of Man, and cloath us 
Ich his Power, ſo as that, tho' we be 
Hulted by it, yet we ſhall notwichſtand- 
get the Victory over it: So none 
om teach us better, how and by what 
an, we muſt ſtrive and fight againſt 
i Temptations of this Fearfulneſs, than 
3W himſelf. And this he hath done moſt 
aShfully, eſpecially in the latter Part of 
"S State of Humiliation, comforting 
MW raiſing the Spirits of his ſortowful 
Wciples in his Farewel-Diſcourſe to 
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that degree, that every one that is 5 
gued with the Fear of Man, will fin be F. 
a moſt effectual Medicine againſt it He 
the 13th, 14th, 15th, 16th, and )en 
Chapters of Sr. j '; Goſpel, if n 
would but read and conſider them wilf*** 
due Application, accompanied with hei.“ 
ty Prayer and Snpplication to Gf 
Now the Principal Point inſiſted up; , 
in theſe Chapters, is Chris Promiſe Nen. 
ſending the Holy Ghoſt to his ' Diſc Ich 
whom alſo he calleth the Comforter, þ 
canſe he drives away all Fear of Man off 
of the Heart, filling and overflowing ii. ” 
ſame with a Stream of Life and Pom 
(Which no rational Grounds of Come E 
can afford, tho' they may convince « 
Underſtanding. | 
Therefore he that would be a Diſci 
of Chriſt in Truth and good earne 
hath nothing elſe to do, but with in 
Aſſurance to accept of and to rely up 
this his Promiſe; and with a filial Fre 
dom and Confidence pray to Chriſt tl 
he would powerfully make good the 
Promife' to bim. This was it, to wü 
Str Paul directed Timothy, 2 Epiſtle Ch 
1. 7, 8. God bath not given us the Sp 
of” Fear, barof Power, and of Love, 1 
of 4 ſound Mind. Be not thou there | 
aſhamed of the Teſtimony of our Lord, if hi 
of me his Priſoner * But be thou Pari God 
of the Aftictions of the Gofpel according, O , 
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he Power of God. St. Peter ſays to the 
ame Purpoſe, 1 Eph. 4. 13, 14. that 
hen we are Parta\ers of Chriſt's Sufferings, 
md willingly bear Reproach for his Names 
Sake, the Spirit of Glory and of God reſteth 
yon us. And ſince Chriſt himſelf is ſo 
gear at Hand to a Man that ſuffers for 
is ſake, that thereby he becometh 4 
[abernacle or Habitation of od, Gpoit 
hich the Glory of God reiieth, yea, 
hich is filled with the Spirit of Glory 
nd of God; ſhould he not be power- 
Willy moved thereby, at any time when 
We lyes under the Temptation of the 
ear of Man, willingly to embrace the 
roſs, as believing, that the Power of 
is Chriſt will be perfected in his Weak- 
7 And what a ſurpaſſing Comfort is 
that the ſame Holy Spirit alſo helpeth our 

firmitzes ;, that whereas we know not what 
odd pray for, as we ought, the Spirit 
elf maketh Interceſſion for us with 
oans that cannot be uttered? That is, 
oſt powerfully and in a Manner alto- 
ther inconceivable by humane Keaſon, 
being our chief Advocate in Heaven, 
in the Counſel of the Holy Trinity, 
Nueathed to us by Chriſt, as long as 


foh.. 14. 17, 18. Rom. 8. 26, Nay, 
iſt himſelf, who is at the Right Hand 
God, makes alſo interceſſion for us, Verſ. 
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continue Orphans in this World, 


O that we were throughly ſenſible 
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of the Joy and Readineſs lodged in the 7% 
Heart of God, to ſupport all thoſe that, g 
ſeeking all their Comtort and Help from Wor, 
him alone, relie entirely vpon his pater- high 
nal Goodneſs! How eafie would it beg 7! 
for us then to get rid of the Fear af 5 wi 

, 


Man, and even bluſh for Shame, that 


we had ever been diverted by it from any cory 
good Undertaking ? | to ob 
| RV. tural 
Would we further lay to Heart with 8 
what extraordinary Earneſtneſs the A. Num 
poſtles endeavoured to free every one of the 
that named the Name of Chriſt, fre bout 
the Fear of Man; or would we knon"*K: 
wherewith they ſtrengthened, and wit“ 
what Weapons they armed themſelve Heart 
as good Soldiers of Jefus Chriſt, again ind A 
all Manner of Aſſauits from within aufflat y. 
without, let vs read the 6th Chapter of K dhame 
Paul's Epiſtle to the Epheſians, from the 101 ind h 
to the 20th Verſe and follow the goo eſt: 
Advice given us therein. Then withoufJ'2 2 
Doubt this Enemy, the Fear of Maſs the 
will firſt be conquered, and we enable 
thereby to cut down with the ſame, We 
pons all the reſt of our Enemies in ti 
Name of the Lord. - Fizally, faith bf 
my Brethren, be ſtrong in the Lord, ani 
the Power of his Might. Put on the wii 
Armour of God, that ye may be able 
ſtand again#t the Wiles of the Devil. 
we wreſtle not again#t Fleſh and Blood, 


«d 2 Aga 
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again t Priacipalities, against Powers, a- 
gainſt the Rulers of the Darkneſs of this 
World, against ſpiritual Wickedneſs in 
high Places. Wherefore take unto you the 
whole Armour of God, that ye may be able 
to withſtand in the evil Day, and havin 
done all, to ſtavd, and thus gain the Vi- 
ctory, which you will in no ways be able 


to obtain by humane Weapons, viz. na- 


tural Wit, Learning, and the like. 

Stand therefore, and be not of the 
Number of thoſe that give way for Fear 
Wof their Enemies; having your Loins girt 


me Knowledge of the Truth, which is 

wcording to Godlineſs, may keep your 
Heart and Mind, your Words, Works, 
ad affections, within the right Bounds, 


phame of your Nakedneſs do not appear. 


eſt: To keep your Breaſt and Heart 
rom all unjuſt Things and Practices, giv- 
ng them no inlet into your Soul. (Ifai. 
9. 17.) And your Feet ſhod with the Pre- 
eat: That is, the for ward Readineſs 
a Cheerfulneſs of the Spirit of the 
oſpel of Peace. (Jai. 52. 7.) Above 
18 taking the Shield of Faith, as Abraham 
d, Gen, 15. 16. And David, Pſalm. 91. 
5. Wherewith ye ſhall be able to quench 


t only the Fear of Man, but of all the 


bout with Truth, (Iſai. 11. 5.) that 


hat ye loſe not your Raiment, and the 


ind having on the Breſt-plate of Righteouſ- 


I the fiery Darts of the Wicked: And ſo 
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Devils in Hell alſo. And take the Helmet Ser 
of Salvation, Iſai. 59. 17. 1 Thell. 5, 7 
8. and the Sword of the Spirit, which is the ¶ upe 
Word of God, Heb. 4. 21. Apoc. 1. 6. Ne 
as Chriſt himſelf did, Matth. 4. 4, &c. MW me 
Praying always with all Prayer and Suppli- Mi 
cation in the Spirit, Joh. 4. 23, 24. and 
watching thereunto, Matth. 26. 41. with 
all Perſeverance, and Supplication for al 
Saints, and for me alſo, that Utterance may 
be given unto me, that I may open niy 
Mouth boldly, without any Fear ot. Man, 
even then, when my Life is thereby ex- 
poſed to apparent Danger: To make 
known the Myſtery of the Goſpel ;, not to 
hide it under a Buſhel of Fearfulneſ, 
For which I am an Ambaſſador in Bond, 
that therein I may ſpeak boldly au ough 
to ſpeak, without being baffled or daſh 
by the Fear of preſent Death. 
ls not the whole Store- Houſe of divine 
Ammunition opened in theſe Words, an, 
the whole Armour of God preſented to us 
not merely to gaze upon them, but t( 
lay hold of, and to put them on, if wv 
would not with Horror. remember ti; 
Words of the Holy Ghoſt, Rev. 21. 
8: He that overcometh ſhall inherit FI 
Things, and J will be his Gad, and 5. Er, 
ſhall. be my Son. But the fearful and ! 775 
believing ſnall have their Part in the Laute, h 
which burneth with Fire and Brim{(tofe, "ny 
which is the ſecand Death. O! dread 15 1 
| Sell 


hap. 
1eſe ( 
We Z. 
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Sentence pronounced againſt the Fear of 


Man, which yet too commonly is looked 
upon as a meer trifle, and inconſiderable. 
Neither need we wonder at the puniſh- 
ment aſſigned to this Sin, if we call to 
Mind, what before hath been ſaid of the 
manifold hurt and miſchief that is cauſed, 
and the great good =_ is hindred by it. 
XVI. 

To this purpoſe alſo we ſhould call 
to mind the Doctrine of the Royal Prieſt- 
hood of Chriſtians, whereof we meet 
with ſuch glorious Declarations in the 
MW Scripture, and in particular that of 
t. Peter, 1 Epiſtle Chap. 2. 9, 10: Te 
"Wl are 4 choſen Generation, a Royal Prieſthood, 
K holy Nation, a peculiar People, that ye 
ſhould ſhew forth the Praiſe of him that 


bath called you out of Darkneſs into his 


Marvellous Light which in time paſt 
were not a People, but are now the People 
f God; which had not obtained Mercy, 
Ut now have obtained Mercy. Which 
"Fwords of St. Peter direct us to Exodus, 
WMhap. 19. 34, 35, 36. Where we find 
US hecſe emphatical Expreſſions of God: 
The Lord called unto Moſes out of the 
Mauntain, ſaying : Thus ſhalt thou ſay to 
We Houſe of Jacob, and tell the Children 
"$f Iſrael: Te have ſeen what 1 did 
Rio the Egyptians, and how 1 bare you on 
Falles Wings, and brought you unto my 
4 elf. Now therefore if ye will obey my 

EI 


Voice 
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Feice indeed, and keep my Covenant, then 
ye ſhall be a peculiar Treaſure unto me 
above all People; for all the Farth is mine. 
And ye ſnail be a Kingdom of Prieſts, and 
an Holy Nation. Theſe are the Words, 
which thou ſhalt ſpeak unto the Children of 
Iſrael. 

But becauſe ſome that are Weak in 
Faith might object, that theſe Words do 
not belong to them, becauſe they were 
ſpoken by God to J/rae! after the Fleſh; 
thereſore St. Peter points them further 
to the 2d Chapter of Hoſea, Ver. 23. 
thereby informing them, that by Faith 
they are become the true Peculiar People of 
Ged, and have Right to lay claim to, and 
to comfort themſelves with all the glori- 
ous Promiſes of God, with an aſſurance, 
no leſs than 7/rael atter the Fleſh, And 
now, to what purpoſe did God in the 
foreſaid place make this moſt comfort- 
able declaration to the 1/raclites ? Was! 
not that he might chaſe away all Fear 0 
Man from their Hearts, aſluring them 
ſelves, that none, how power ful ſoever 
ſnould be able to hurt them, as long a 
they continued faithful to his Covenant 
not by Profeſſion only, but in Deed and 
ia Truth, and yielded filial obedience t. 
his Commands? As they had ſeen wit 
their own Eyes, how that all the Powe 


of the Egyptians was confounded befor 
them: And therefore repreſents to og 
Tnell 
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their high Rank and Nobility, that they 
are 4 Prieſtly Kingdom, and Holy People. 
This Promiſe alſo he made good to them 
indeed: For tho' his People were the leaſt 
of all Nations, yet none were able to re- 
ſiſt them, as long as they continued in his 
Ways. He hath moreover evidenced, by 
many inſcances, that the whole World 
cannot hurt a Man that entirely relies 
upon this his Promiſe. For he that truſts 
in God, doth by this Faith wnite himſelf 
to that degree with the Power of the living 
God, and Creator of Fleaven and Earth, 
that thereby he becomes much ſtronger than 
be whole World, whether viſivle or invi— 
1 ſible. 

This precious Promiſe of God, con- 
eccrning the Royal Prieſthood of the Saints, 
das Confirmed and Sealed by the Death, 
end in the Blood of the Son of God, 
ev. 1. 5, 6. Jeſus Chriſt, the faithful 
Miene ſs, and the firſt begotten of the Dead, 
and the Prince of the Kings of the Earth, 
math loved us, and waſhed us from our 
cr Fin, in his own Blood, and hath made us 
Brees and Prieſts unto God and his Father. 
to him be Glory and Dominion for ever 
inc d ever. Amen! But who is it that 
tpiveth him the Glory due unto him, 
i0FÞut he that demonſtrates himſelf to be 
wealſPne of theſe Royal Prieſts, by caſting off 
foil the Fear of Man, and fighting the 
nel good fight (roiHhα¹ lam full 0 accord- 
hell F 4 ing 
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ing to the Rules of Combats, that ha- 

ving finiſhed his courſe, and kept the Faith, ven! 
he may obtain the Crown of Righteouſneſs I the) 
from the Hand of his God? 2 Tim. 2. 5, L. 
Chap. 4.7, 8. Does not St. Paul deny ſelt, 
this Royal Crown even to them that begu 
ſtrive, and ſo ſeem in ſome ſort to con- Wo! 
quer the Fear of Man, but not lawfully? ſelf 
It is therefore neceſſary to break thro' Hoſt 
in Faith, and to give to Cod the thing, holy 
that are his, and to Cæſar the things tha 44 
are Cæſars. A Divided Heart is not a“ 


all acceptable unto God; and tho” he i 
ſeems often to bear with it in Patience; 5 
ear 


yet no Body ought to turn the Divine!“ 
Forbearance into a Cloak of Sloth, Neg. whIck 
ligence, and Fearfulneſs ; but rather 
ought to be the more awakened and ex: able: 
cited thereby, to break through all Dif- 
culties, into a true Cheerfulneſs of Faith, 
which God is willing to give to all with: 
out reſpe& of Perſons. For what other 
Reaſon has he given ſuch great and pre. 
cious Promiſes to Men, but to teſtifie, hoy 
earneſtly he deſires, that thoſe, who hea 
and read them, might thereby be made 
Partakers of the Divine Nature, which has 
no Fellowſhip at all with the baſe vice t 
of Humane Fearfulneſs. 
O! How ſenſible ſhall many be at that 
Day, of the horrible Effects of this dilf 

mal Sin; perceiving now, but too late 
what a Glorious Crown, what an Hes oſhua 
ven er 
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venly Kingdom, and unſpeakable Glory, 
they have loſt by it ! 

Let every one therefore rouze him- 
ſelf, that in his Holy Baptiſm hath once 
begun to renounce the Devil and all his 
Works, and entirely to dedicate him- 
ſelf to the Service of the Lord of 
Hoſts, ſeriouſly conſidering, with how 
holy and high a Maiefty, with how great 
a Monarch, (Who indeed is the only Poten- 
tate,) he hath entruſted his Soul and 
Body, to the end he may rid him- 


ſelf of this fooliſh and unreaſonable - 


Fear of Man, and mo more fear them 
which kill the Body, but are not able to kill 

} the Soul But rather fear him, which is 
lie to deſtroy both Soul and Body in Hell, 
J Matth. 10. ver. 28. Let him think with 
imſelf, that he is not only ſecure under 

he Protection of ſo great a King: For 


ere fhat dwelleth in the ſecret place of the 


he Almighty, ſaith of the Lord: He is 
refuge, and my fortreſs: My God, in 
im will I truſt, Pſalm. 91. ver. 1, 2. But 


rico to fight this Combat by his own 

trength, but that the Captain of the 
chaff0r 4's Hoſts, delivering his own Sword 
dice him, will arm him with his own 
\raower, and encourage him, as he did 


a2/Þua, Joſhua 1. ver. 5,6, 7,8: I will 


en ver leave thee, nor forſake thee : (Heb. 
_ 13. 


moſt High, and abides under the ſhadow of 


Jet him alſo duly conſider, that he is 
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13. ver. 1.) Be ſtrong and of good Coil. him 


rage, that thou may'ſt obſerve to do accord- wh1C 
ing to all the Law, which Moſes my Ser. thoſ 
vant commanded thee : Turn not from it , 
to the Right Hand or to the Left, that thou © alli; 
may ſt proſper whitherſoever thou goeſt. Fer. 
then thou ſhalt make thy ways proſperous, | 
(if thou continueſt in the keeping of my In 
Words,) and then thou ſhalt have good ginns 
Succeſs. Have not I commanded thee ? Bt Fart 
ſtrong and of Good Courage, be not afraid 
neither be thou diſmayed, for the Lord th of I 
God is with thee, witherſoever thou goeſt. them 
Theſe Words were ſpoken 1n par Dur: + 
ticular to Joſhua, deſigned (as 4 Type 9 foolil 
Chriſt,) to conquer the Land of Promiſe the , 
and put the Children of IJſrael in Poſſeſ Matt 
ſion of it: But in as much as it is ti %) 
Duty of every one of us to overcome ti = 
World by Faith, and to take Poſſeſſion o at he 
the true Canaan, they as truly are ad. 
dreſs'd to us; and therefore we ougi 
firmly to believe, that theſe Words ar And: 
ſpoken to every one of us, as well as t. 79 
Joſhua himſelf. And for this Reaſonff”#”) - 
St. Paul alſo alledgeth them as a gener: Meld 
Promiſe, Heb. 13. 5. s atth 
Laſtly, Let every one of us conſidenÞ21e « 
that the only way for us to ſecure ti" 
our ſelves the Pre-eminence of this Roy cli 
Prieſthood, is to fight manfully the Bal?” 7** 
tles of the Lord of Hoſts, and con be moj 
Life, come Death, - preſs thorough .. 
| er 


— 
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him: So ſhall we forget thoſe things 
which are behind, and reach forth unto 
thoſe things which are before, preſſing to- 
wards the Mark for the Prize of the high 
calling of God in Chriſt Feſus, Phil. 3. 
ver. 13, 14. 5 

| XVII. | 
= Ina Word: AU bolyWrit, from the he- 9 
Lining to the end, nay, even Heaven and 
Earth, and all the Creatures of God, would 
eve happy Means to rid us of the Fear 
Jof Man, could we behold and conſider 
) them with a believing Heart. Does not 
our Saviour upbraid and reproach our 
fooliſh Fear of Man, by ſending us to 
the Sparrows for better Information? 
Matth. 10. ver. 29. Are not two Sparrows 
old for a Farthing? And one of them 
tall not fall on the Ground without you# 
eber. Nay, he directs us to the very 
airs of our Head, ſaying; But the very 
Vairs of your Head are all numbred : 
And from thence infers, ver. 31 : Fear 
e not therefore, ye are of more value than 
any Sparrows. He takes the Graſs of the 
eld to witneſs againſt our little Faith, 
atth. 6, ver. 30. and all this to ex- 
eboſe our horrible Unbelief to Shame 
Ind Confuſion, and to repreſent to us 
„na clear Light, that a Man by Faith be- 
fees the moſt glorious, as by Unbelief 
ne 0ſt Baſe and Miſerable of all Crea- 


HYES. | q | 
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| XVIII. Gro 
But becauſe the Heart of Man is ſo conti 
deeply ſunk into Atheiſm and denyal of It 
God: (For what is the Fear of Man, but incl 
a denying of that Majeſty, which alone Wl let 
can defend and preſerve us, ſo as that I aflau 
even in Death it ſelf, nothing can hurt I mak 
us?) Therefore it is highly neceſlary, N unbl 
that a Man, (how bold and couragious Wl Fear 
ſoever his Nature may be ;) renew him. bis 
ſelf in the Spirit of his Mind, and daily repr 
draw Life and Nouriſhment from theW othe 
Word of God: Stir up himſelf in Prayer, begii 
and ſtrengthen himſelf with the Com- of o. 
pany of other true and faithful Chriſti-Nare i 
ans, if it may be; ſince Chriſt himſelfYfrigh 
has promiſed to be among, and to im- Aut! 
part his Bleſſing and Power to thoſe that I as a 
are gathered together in his Name, Mat I milit 
18. He ought to ſtir up the Gift of Goa, ginn 
that is, the Child- like cheerful Spirit, been 
always and without Intermiſſion: (asfthe 
St. Paul exhorts his Timothy, 2 Epiſt.Ithenc 
Chap. 1. ver. 6.) even as a Fire by con- Men 
ſtant blowing is kept up to a Flame. Hebe di 
ought to preſs to higher Degrees of Faith, and C 
by pondering the precious Promiſes offRe o 
God, and continvally exerciſing his Loveſſpf Cl 
to his Neighbour, to the uttermoſt Com 
his Power, with all ſingleneſs of Heart 
whenever God affords him Opportunity: 
For nothing conduceth more 2 the 
| Gromwtt 
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Growth and Increaſe of Faith, than a 
continual Exerciſe. 7 

If he perceives himſelf to be naturally 
inclin'd to Baſhfulneſs and Fearfulneſs, 
let him with the greater Earneſtneſs 
afault this Enemy, and above all things 
make it his Buſineſs to keep a good and 
vablameable Conſcience, leſt his natural 
Fearfulneſs grow upon him, and when 
his Sword is broke, expoſe him to the 
reproach and uncharitable RefleAions of 
others. He ought to have a care in the 
beginning, not to make himſelf a Slaye 
Jof other Men; eſpecially of them that 
are in high Places, and who can eaſily 
tMfrighten bim, through their Power and 
Authority; but behave himſelf always 
tas a faithful Servant of God, in all Hu- 
. mility ard Diſcretion. And if in the be- 
„einning he have perhaps fallen ſhort, and 
tflbeen wavering, yet afterwards he may 
aslthe more encourage - himſelf in God, 
ſt. Ithence forward to obey him more than 
n- Men: Not ſuffering himſelf any more to 
Helbe diverted from this Kingly Reſolution 
thgend Courage, either by Force or Subtilty. 
offHe ought to lift up his Head in the Power 
wept Chriſt, tho? it were under the hardeſt 
Combat, and greateſt Poverty of Spirit. 
tl He is to make the Glory of God his End 
ty In all he does or leaves undone, diligent- 
they ſearching himſelf, that this Mark be 
4 tot removed by the ſubtilty of the Ser- 
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pent, or mingled with falſe and ſiniſter 
By ends. For tho' God be ſo Faithful, as 
not to ſuffer us to be tempted beyond 
what we are able to bear, yet withal he 
bath placed us here in a ſtate of Warfare 
and Fighting, and to this End hath himſelf 
put Weapons into our Hands, to the end we 
may not be Negligent and Slothful, but 
nnwearicdly Fight it out, and make the 
beſt Uſe of our Spiritual Weapons: And 
whenever we perceive a Failure, to a- 
mend the ſame preſently, not caſting 
away our Confidence, but continue Faith. 
ful until the End, Bleſled is he that thus 
holds out, and ſtands his Ground in all 
Combats and Aſlaults : (Joſh. 4. ver. 10.) 
and even then when the Enemy cries, [ 
have prevailed againſt him: For he ſhal 
go from Faith to Faith, from Strength 10 
Strength, and finally overcome and inherit 
all in and with Chriſt. 
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07 Chriſtian Diſcretion, Wiſdom and 


Prudence, to be obſerved inthe Ex- 
erciſe of a true Boldneſs of Faith. 
That we muſt diſtinzuiſh betwixt 
FAITH and RASHNESS. 


W HAT hath been alledged in the 
foregoing Chapter from the Word 


of God, concerning the proper ME ANS, 
whereby to get rid of the Fear of Man, 
and to attain to a true. Chriſtian Bold- 
neſs of Faith, might be thought ſuffici- 
ent: But foraſmuch as Fleſh and Blood 
is commonly inclin'd either to exceed or 
fall ſhort in matter of Duty; ſo it may 
eaſily happen, that whilit a Man endea- 
vours to avoid the Fear of Man, he may 
fall into the contrary Vices of Raſbneſs, 
Preſumption, Incon ſiderateneſs, and other 
ſuch like unwarrantable Doings, deſpiſing 
others in his Heart, who perhaps do not 
half the Miſchief by their Baſhfulneſs 
and Fearfnlneſs, as he doth by his indi- 
ſcreet overforwardneſs and Boldneſs. 
This- now muſt needs produce all man- 
ner of monſtrous and untimely Births ; 
and therefore it will be neceſſary for 
every one to be upon his Guard, that he 


ay, by the Grace of God, be taught to 
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move in the middle-way, endeavouring 
after a true Boldneſs of a Divine Faith, T! 
and not pleaſing himſelf with a dead then 
Phantom, or a vain Conceit of it. and 
| II. Man. 
Wherefore we are before all things to Ile is 
conſider, that as there is no true Faith, NH. 
which hath not true Repentance for its not 
GROUND and Foundation; ſo nei. imſel, 
ther can there be any true Boldneſs of we lle 
Faith, unleſs a Man have paſſed through aÞ* 7: - 
true Proceſs of Repentance, and exerciſe abide 
himſelf daily in it. For a cheerful and dy bi 
undaunted Faith is no ſuch bold ungo- Nin 
vern'd Raſhneſs, as is found in a wild hen 
Soldier; but it is the Fear of God, which|$"2 | 
having taken Poſſeſſion of the Heart force 
does expel the Fear of Man. Where theſÞ!"Kic 
Spirit of Man is truly humbled and bro here 
ken under the mighty Hand of God umbl 
there the Power and Spirit of Godfere 7 
dwells and exerts- it ſelf ſo gloriouſly [ Lo! 
that there is no room left for the Fleſi ain! 
to boalt it ſelf. Let no Man here deÞ!acls 
ceive himſelf. There is no eſcaping thqe VA! 
troubleſome Work of true Xepentance ) caſt 
and where that is paſt through, there Pr 
thy vain Boaſtings will be cut off. What fle it 
ſoever is not raiſed on a ſolid and Di ſt in 4 


vine Bottom, cannot laſt long, let the out der | 


ward Appearance of it be never ſo Greaff "(elf 

and Glorious. ed ag 
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The true Boldneſs of Faith, appears 
then moſt viſibly, when it is moſt active 
and operative by Love. By FAITH a 
Man is made a Lord over all; but by Love 
he is 4 Servant of all; by Faith he is a 
King, by Love a Spiritual Prieft, miniſtring, 
ot Lording in God's Sanctuary. God 
Winſclf is Love, and he that dwelleth in LOYE, 
Vwelleth in God, and God in him, 1 John 4. 
er. 16. Now when a Man doth not 
abide in Love, but is pufft up and ſwayed 
y his carnal Paſſions, as Hatred, Wrath, 
Nailing and Scorning, he mult not pretend 
hen to a true Boldneſs of Faith. And 
o' he may have had ſome Degree of it 
t Pefore, yet is it now impaired and ſo- 
Fhiſticated by ſuch ungodly Exorbitances, 
„Therefore in this Caſe, .a Man ought to 
1 Humble himſelf before God, and by a ſin- 
„ere renewal of his Mind in the Spirit 
y f Love and Divine Peace, to preſs in 
ein into the poſſeſſion of a true Cheers 
le lneſs of Faith. Satan indeed will not 
+ wanting, by occaſion of theſe Failings, 
e Þ caſt him down, and deprive bim of all 


erche preſence and ſerenity of Mind; But 


at kre it is then, that he muſt reſiſt him ſted- 
Di in Faith, and humble himſelf the more 
ut der the mighty Hand of God, owning 
ealnſelf guilty before him, and then pro- 
ed again in his Work of Faith, and in 
Labour of Love, and Patience of Hope. 
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IV. 

To keep up and preſerve this Cheer. 
fulneſs, we muſt continue in Prayer and 
 Child-like Communion with God : For by 
this the Mind of a Man becomes fſanQiþ: 
fied, and is beſt guarded from all Wan 
drings and vain Excurſions, and inſpired: 
with true Love of Meekneſs toward: 
Men. If Faith be attended with ſo no- 
ble a Train of divine Virtues, its Bold); 
neſs will then moſt powerfully and effe 
ctually exert it ſelf, Whoſoever obſerve 
this Advice, and by humble Prayer, en 
deavours after a Communion with God 
and Holineſs of Heart, he will not on; 
be fortified againſt all Precipitancy and 
Haſtineſa of Spirit; but alſo his rempringſÞied | 
of God, againſt which the Men of little 
Faith chiefly put in their Caveats. 

B VR , 3 

Neither doth this Bolaneſs of Faith tak 
away that ſo often and earneſtly injoy net 
Obedience, which one Chriſtian owes anc 
ther, (according to 1 Pet. 5. ver. F.) and 
more eſpecially, which the younger ang 
unexperienced owe to their Elders anF 
more experienced; Children to the 
Parents; (by Nature or Grace;) yet witpurs 
this Caution, that it be never a blndfold is 
Obedience, preferring the Authority © 
a Man before the clear and evident Com 
„„ 


Tt 
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The Nature of this Goſpel-Obedience 
as been lately deſcribed to the Life, in a 
reitiſe writ in High-Dutch, by Baltha- 
ar Kopke, Inſpector at Nauen, in the 
ling of Pruſſia's Dominions. Truly, 
is Caution is highly neceſſary, there be- 
a bat too many, that think they act en- 
Mircly in Faith, and expreſs an extraor- 
Winary Courage and Cheerfulneſs, when 
Ideed they follow their own Wild-Fire, 
Ind exalt themſelves above others by a 
ain ſelt-Conceit and Wilfulneſs. Which 
Piſtemper is the more dangerous, the 
W's Remedy can be applied to cure it. 
r thoſe that walk in the Light of the Fire 
heir own kindling, whenever they are ad- 
ed to true Humility, Chriſtian Diſcre- 
gon, and Obedience, they are very apt to 
ſpect, that it proceeds from a Deſign 

f Loring over their Conſciences, and 
Nhat all the good Counſels given to them, 
Fc no better than the Effect of the Fear 
no Man and Unbelief: They think them+ 
nFlves very happy, that they do not ad- 
znFre to Men; without taking notice, how 
anep they are enſlav'd to themſelves. He 
geil truly Wiſe and Prudent, who endea- 


vichburs more and more to humble himſelf, - 


folþd is ready to ſubmit to all Men. For 
here Humility is conſtantly- practiſed, 
onere the Enemy finds no Room for dan- 


; falls ea ſicſt. N 
VI. 


It 


rous Temptations, He that ſtands low- 
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VI. 

St. Pauls Words are Emphaticag g! 

2 Tim. 1. ver. 7. and ought to be we ee, L. 
conſidered : God has not given us the Spiri < 
of Fear, but of Power, and of Love, and 
a ſound Mind. Happy therefore is th: 
Man, in whom got the Spirit of Fe, 
but of Power, takes Place, and enable 
him both to do Good, and ſuffer Evil 
with Courage and Cheerfulneſs ; But tian 
Spirit, muſt be alſo a Spirit of Love, 
that all Actions and Sufferings of a Mag 
flow from a ſound ſenſe of the Love. 
God and Man. It muſt be alſo 4 Spirit 
ſounaneſs of Mind; that is, accordingt 
the true ſenſe of the Greek Word, a 5 
rit of Wiſdom, Prudence, Diſcretion, 
derat ion, and Sobriety of Mind, This 8 
rit works all this in Man, and throus 
him again in others; making him not o. all 7 
ly to diſcharge his Duty with all undauf®© L. 
ted Courage, and influencing him with alm. 
pure Deſire to promote nothing but t 
Glory of God and the Good of his Neig 
bour ; but enabling him moreover, to Met te: 
have himſelf in all his Doings and Suffe aſth. 
ings, with Divine Prudence and Wiſdoſf Per 
This St. James intended, when he ad\ rted 1 
ſeth, Chap. 1. ver. 5. If any of you l 8 h 
Wiſdom, let him ask of God, that giveth at vi 
all Men liberally, and upbraideth not, and Ur 
-ſhall be given him. For there is alſof aiſe 
falſe Prudence, with which St. Peter v no g 

| ove 
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vertaken, when he took Chriſt aſide, and 
gan to rebuke him, ſaying : Be it far from 
ee, Lord: This ſhall not be unto thee. Where- 
on Chrift turned, and ſaid unto Peter: 
et thee behind me, Satan, thou art an Offence 
to me; for thou ſavoureſt not the things 
at be of God, but thoſe that be of Men. 
ow can a Man be better ſecured and ſet 
ee from this /pec:ous but falſe Prudence, 
Jan by continually keeping a watchful 
ye over his own Spirit, humbling him- 
Af always before God; and like an 
Welpleſs Infant, praying to God for Wiſ- 
om and Underſtanding, and taking the 
Word of God to be his conſtant Coun- 
llour ? For God's Word cannot lie; 
nd this gives us the aſſured Promiſe, that 
e who endeavours to act in all Things, 
ccording to what is written in the Law, 
all proſper in whatever he undertakes. 
ut ee Luke 1. ver. 6. Pſalm. I. Der. 2 3. 
m. 119. ver. 9. 
l | VII. 
Where this Foundation is laid, we need 
ot fear any hurt from the Boldneſs of 
aith. And tho' perhaps, for want of 
xperience, it may not be always ex- 
Fried in due Place or Time; yet are we to 
Fe heed, as ſoon as we are ſenſible of it, 
hat we be not too much caſt down, on 
count of this Imperfection; but rather 
:aiſe God from the bottom of our Heart, 
Sho gives us a ſenſe of our Failings for this 
- very 
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very End, that we may mend them, and 
he himſelf in Time bring all Things into 
a better Order and more compoſed Con- 
dition. But whenever we obſerve ſuch 
like Failures in others, we ought ſtill to 
be much more cautious of judging them; 
becauſe God will not Judge according to 
our, but according to his own Mind : 
And God's Thoughts are not as our Thoughts ; 
neither are his Ways our Ways. In this 
Caſe we often find the Truth of what 
the Pſalmiſt faith : Out of the Mouth offi 
Babes and Sicklings, thou haſt per fected 
Praiſe, Matth. 2 . ver. 16, Pſalm. 8. ver. z. 
And, if theſe ſhould hold their Peace, the; 
Stones would immediately cry out, Luke 19. 
ver. 40. It is much eaſier to judge others 
than to judge our ſelves. And it happen 
frequently, that we find fault with the 
manner of another Man's Acting, tho 
we never undertook to do it better; do: 
ing hardly any good our ſelves, o, 
ſuffering others to do it; ſince we ſee nc 
way to undertake it, without provokingFF;,,,,. 
the Devil and his Inſtruments. And ;,,,, 
thus we quench the Spirit of God, by en the 
deavouring to avoid outward Diſorder: 
as we find it exemplihed in the Behaviou 
of the High- Prieſts and Scribes, toward: 
the Apoſtles of the Lord, in Acta, Chap. a re 
ver. 16,17, 18. ever 
But hereby we do not in the leaſt ReF: us: 
flect upon any one, who from a long Ex iſing 
. periency” © 
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Of Chriſtian Diſcretion. I19 
erience in the Ways of the Lord, aud 
1the Spirit of Wiſdom and Love, doth 
qmoniſh his Brother, and minds him 
the Failings, which have overtaken 
im in any of his Actions, performed 

the Cheerfulneſs of Faith, and fo 
ts him right in the Spirit of Meekneſs. 
y this he doth not ſtifle any good that 
in him, but rather prunes the good 
ie from its ſuperfluous and irregular 
bers; and for the reſt, like a skilful 
/Wardener, takes care of, and has an Eye 
ver him, that he bring forth his Fruit 
his Seaſon, and his Leaf may not 
"MW ither, but proſper in all he does. 

| VIII. 

Let us then continually join the Ex- 
ciſe of daily Repentance, of true Humility, 
arty Love, Chriſtian Diſcretion, the De- 
al of our Selves and our own H ills, Obe- 
ence, Submiſſion, Prayer, Meckneſs, and 
atience of Chriſt, hearty Compaſſion with 
e Failings of our Brethren, and all other 
res, that flow from the Wiſdom, that 
Vom above: Let us, I ſay, join & knit 
| theſe together with the cheerful Exer- 


- n a 


ſe of Faith & truſt in God, caſting off all 
" ordinate Fear of. Man. Le as excite 
100 


e another with comfortable Words 
a ready Practice of Faith. Vhere- 
ever God has wrought a god Will, 


Ref: us take heed of dampine j 

* * oy $ , * 1 ping IC. * Or de- 
Ef iang What is good, Inany of the leaſt 
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Members of Chriſt ; but let us cheril 
it through the Word of the Goſpel 
and by the Rules of Wiſdom keep | 
within ſuch Bounds as may in Tin 
bring it to a fuller and more ſubſtanti 
Maturity. Thus what has been lol 
or ſpoiled by Want of Faith, and thy 
Fear of Man, may in the Power of G0 
be recovered and reſtored through Faiti 
and Love. 


C HAP. VIII. 


Of the ineſtimable GOOD which ariſet| 


from the Boldneſs of Faith, Conquer 
ing all Fear of Man. | 


T doth not ſeem needful to ſe 
forth the manifold and glorious Ai 


vantages, which accrue to thoſe, who b 
the Spirit of. God are ſet free from thi 


Fear of Man. For if any one will bu 


duly weigh and conſider, what has bee 


ſaid in the IVth Chapter, of the manifol 
great Mi ſchiefs that proceed. from th 


Fear of Man, he will eaſily perceive 
by the Rule of Contraries, the exceed 
ing great Profit that reſults from ti 


Cheerfulneſs of Faith. Wherefore 


refer the Reader to that Chapter, de 


firing him ſeriouſly to conſider * 
Wt the 


Of a ſirong Faith. I21 
there offered. But yet if a Man were 
inclined further to enlarge upon this 
Subject, by repreſenting fromScripture 
all the wonderful Advantages of a bold 
and active Faith, it would not be altoge- 
ther fruitleſs, but be a further Confir- 
mation of what has been ſaid before. 

II. 

The Xtth Chapter to the Hebrews lays an 
ample Foundation for theſe Reflections: 
For it does not only repreſent the ma- 
nifold glorious Effects of Faith, for our 
Excitement and Edification; But more- 
over teaches us how to underſtand all 
Holy Scripture, and to know the Pow - 
er of God, which hath ſo manifeſtly 
1A exerted it ſelf in true Believers. But 

here it will be neceſſary to bid you 
take heed of making God changeable, in 
ſaying with the unbelieving World : 

ſl This indeed hath been done formerly ;, but 
41 now it happens no more. For by this 
b falſe Maxim, ſuggeſted from the bot- 
tomleſs Pit, the higheſt Diſhonour i- 
maginable is put upon the living God, 
by making void all his precious Pro- 
miſes; together with all the Examples, 


iv divine Calls, Invitations and AHlure- 
ments to an aQive Faith, are made 
null and inſignificant. And whereas 

we have none to blame but our ſelves, 
d for not treading in the ſame Foot - ſteps 
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he hath ſet before our Eyes, and all his 
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-of Faith, in which the Saints of Old 
walked, and conſequently for not ſee- 
ing the Glory of God, as they did, we 
Tather chuſe to caſt all the Blame upon 
God, and deviſe a Difference of Times, 
whereas the Difference is to be look'd 
for in the Perſons themſelves. For tho' 
it cannot be ſaid, that every Believing 
Chnſtian muſt do the very ſame Works 
which were done by Noah, Abraham, 
Moſes, and others; yet ought every 
one to follow the Faith of theſe godly 
Men, and to ſhew and exert the ſame ly e 
with full Power and Energy, in that 
State and Condition wherein God has 
placed him, and in thoſe Circumſtances, Þaccc 
which are daily offer d. And in ſo do- Hatte 
ing, he may be fully aſſured, that he ſoor 
af ſhall ſee the Glory of God, as well Abr 

as they of Old did experience the ſame. I Aua 
And with ſuch an Heart and Mind is 

the Scripture to be read and ſearched lm 
into, and the Examples of Faith, and Itaſt 
the glorious Effects of it to be duly Nwhi 
conſidered ; that ſo by this Means weis in 
may receive Strength and holy Bold- of _ 
neſs, more nearly to unite our ſelveslthe 

with God, and to enjoy his infinite full. 
Love, Goodneſs and Faithtulneſs, in a ptat 

More ample and — Manner. liew, 

The chief Advantage not only off > 
Cheerfulneſs in Believing, but of FaitiEpre; 

| 


% 


— — 


— - 


a flrong Faith. q 
1 Wit ſelf abſolutely conſidered, as it treats 
vith God, and relies upon the Redemp- 
© Wtion made by Jeſus Chriſt, is this, that 
Wit /ays hold on the Righteouſneſs of God, and 
makes Man a Friend of God : And this 
is confirmed by the Example of Abra- 
ham. And ought not we therefore to 
make it our great Buſineſs to obtain the 
5 Flame Spirit of Faith, that dwelt in Abra- 
„bam, and moſt ſeriouſly to weigh and 
JEconfider the Fruits and Power of it, 
) Ewith more exactneſs, than is common 
le ly done, and ſo learn to know Abra- 
at ¶ ham according to that inward Divine 
1 round and Bottom that was in him, and 
according to that infinite Bleſſing, which 
O- Fattended his Faith? Thus we ſhould 
ne ¶ ſoon perceive, that the Faith reſiding in 
Abraham was ſomething far more Conſi- 
e. N derable, Glorious and Divine, than a bare 
Wand idle conceit of the Brain, (which 
ed ſome take to be Faith) without ever 
\WFtaſting and experiencing the Fruits, 
1} which Abraham reaped from it. O! it 
eis indeed a great thing to be 2 true Son 
def Abraham in Faith, and to walk in 
es the ſame Footſteps of Faith, and cheer- 
It Efully to fight his way through all Tem- 


ag ptations: To Hope againſt Hope, and be- 


lieve, what we ſee not. 


IV. 


precious a Gift of God, and yet com- 
G 2 monly 


Now becauſe Faith, is ſo high and 
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monly not Eſteemed according to its the 
true worth and dignity, it is no won- Nr, 
der, that there are ſo very few, that Mc, 
read the Scripture with a ſeeing Eye, Ne 
as to know, that it is a Book which or ; 
throughout teacheth, that all the good, N ;he 
that ever was wrought in the World don 
by Men, is done by Faith, by which God Fail 
unites himſelf ſo cloſely with Mes, that all Goc 
things become poſſible to them; and that Ito b 
God hath manifeſted himſelf ſo glori- the 
ouſly and powerfully: in all Believers, yan 
thoꝰ in ſome otherwiſe than in others, ac- Þcon 
cording to the ſeveral Works they were Na c: 
engaged in. Wherefore, it is highly Ethin 
neceſſary, with all plainueſs and ear- fror 
neſt neſs, to repreſent not only to the ed c 
World, but to the Children of God F 
alſo, that FAITH 1s ſomething far Þ Fair 
more great and glorions, than Reaſon Ideli 
is able to conceive or to expreſs. For as Bod 
long as a Man is not ſenſible of this, Ihim 
nor duly lays it to Heart, ſo long he Ithe 
will be utterly unable to comprehend EDivj 
in the leaſt, what an ineſtimable Trea- God 
ſare true Faith brings along with it, Eſion' 
notwithſtanding that the whole Xlrb in T 
Chapter to the Hebrews lays be fore Il ſa 
us à large Catalogue of its wonderfulimen 
Fruits or Effects. But when this Faith will 
cometh to be known according to thefa va 
1 true Deſcription given of it, Heb. - 11. Jof F 
I. viz. that It is the Subſtance, e MET 
che 
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the Ground and Bottom of things hoped 
for, whereupon, as an immoveable ſure 
Foundation, all the inconceivable happineſs, 
we hope for, doth reſt: And an tatyxes 
or convincing Evidence and Teſtimony of 
the Spirit, which aſſures us beyond all 
doubt, of things not ſeen : | ſay, where 
Faith is thus known in the Light of 
God's Spirit, and a Man experiences tt 
to be ſo in his Heart, then he ſees at 
the ſame time, that the Fruit and Ad- 
vantage of that Faith, which over- 
cometh all Fear of Man, 1s of fo large 
a compaſs, as to contain all the good 
things we can conceive or hope for 
from God, eveu all that can be conceiy- 
ed or expreſt. | 

For then he diſcovers, that it is 
Faith, that carries a Man through, and 
delivers him from all Evil of Soul and 
Body : And on the other hand, puts 
him in poſſeſſion of Soveraign Bliſs, and 
the fnlneſs of God himſelf, (or the 
Divine Fulneſs) and unites him with 
God (heyond all rational comprehen- 
ſion) making him a right happy Man 


in Time and Eternity. When a Man, 


I ſay, attains to a true and experi- 
mental Knowledge of this, then he 
will alſo more fully comprehend, what 
a vaſt Advantage a true Cheerfulneſs 
of Faith hath above Fearfulneſs and Pu- 


75 ſilla nimity, and that God both in the 
the 
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Old and New Teſtament, whenever E Vic 


was about performing any Thing F. 
that was great and glorious, always em- * 
als 


ployed thoſe whom he had ſet free from 
the Bonds of the flaviſh Fear of Man; 
ſo that it may be truly ſaid : The dof bis 
ſend forth thy Spirit, and it created them | 
and there is none that can reſist thy Voice. by 
For the Mountains ſhall he removed fron Mar 
their Foundations with the Waters, the of 7 
Rocks ſhall melt as Wax at thy Preſence ¶ Her 
Yet thou art merciful to them that feu!) 
thee, (and not Man) Judith 16. 17 hen 
18. On the other Mand, the Scripturg] Fait 
as plainly aſſerts, that wherever the Fe, 
of Man has intruded it ſelf, all good Un the 
dertakings have been entirely ſpoiled ani ; 
deſtroyed. A ſingle Man ſetting aſid: dlvii 
the Fear of Fleſh and Blood, and ventug tran 
ring in the Name of the living God ſhip 
hath frequently been a Means of ſaving & 18 | 
whole Nation: And what was more ref And 
markable in the Apoſtles at their fir Te 
Entring upon preaching the Goſpelſ** 
than their great Boldneſs and Preſend v 
of Mind, at which the High Prieſts, Scribe“, 
and Elders themſelves ſtood amazed, AA wic e 
4. 13. Where we clearly ſee, that thi 9po/c 
Fear of Man was to be expelled, beforf<-/s 
the Goſpel of Chriſt could be preache/e2rc: 
to all the World. And for this Reaſoſ e 4 
the Apoſtles of the Lamb are ſer befolſ when 

us as Examples, teaching us by t“ «77 
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Victory of their Faith, to caſt off the 

Fear of Man, and confeſs Chriſt and his | 

| Goſpel before all the World, bearing | 

| bis Croſs and Reproach willingly. that i 

ia due Time we may alſo be Partakers of | 
his Glory. 


. If fo be the Reader is now convinced, 
by what has b:en ſaid, that the Fear of 
Man 4 moſt damnable Fruit or Produtt ; 
„ Unbelief, and the Mother of many o- 
© ther abominable Evils; and hath ſeriouſ- 
ly laid to Heart the Means, whereby 
he may attain to a true Cheerfulneſs of 
Faith, then nothing remains, but that | 
he experience in himſelf, that, where 
the Fear of Man is overcome, there a 
Door is opened to the obtaining of all 1 
divine Gifts and Graces, and an En- 10 
trance vouchſafed into the happy Fellow - 
ſhip of the bleſſed Croſs, and the exceed- N 
Jing great Glory that will follow after it. 
And therefore a certain Author calls it, 
The firſt Seal of the Book, mention'd 
Revel. 5. of which he ſays : The firſt 
evil Spirit, or firſt Seal to be opened in 
be this Book, is the FE AR of MAN, a moſt 
wic ted Devil indeed | who hinders and 
thil oppoſes the Fear of Ged in is. One Fear 
ford caſts ont another: And where Men are 
hel ſeared, there God, his Counſel and Word 
ſoll are deſpiſed and made light of. Nom 
for when a Man is about to follow Chriſt, and 
thil'o enter into the Reſt 2. God, by walking 
es 
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in the Way of the Croſs, and perſorming 
his baptiſmal Vow through much Tribulati- 
on, then the Fear of Man and his Tyranny 


 fteps in, and ſtops him ſrom attaining the 


Favour and Fear of God, which is thr 
Beginning of divine Wiſdom: For ht 
fears, ſhould he comply with the Will » 
Chriſt, it might coſt him Life, and all ht 
hath, Here is a Bolt in his Way, and 4 
Seal on the Book, confining him to a ſervili 
State, and reſtraining him from arriving 
to that true Son- ſhip and Liberty, promiſed 
to all. the Children and Freemen in the 


Houſe of God. Every one therefore, by 


ſhaking off the Fear of Man, muſt hazard 


himſelf, caſting behind him, hating, for- 


ſaling, and denying his own dear Soul ani 


Life, and much more Wife, Children, Pa- 


rents, Houſe, and Lands, if he deſire ti 
attain to the Art of God, which will teac 
him not to underſtand, interpret, and ex 


plain the Scriptures according to the anxi- 
ou Impreſſions of the Fear of Man, a 


the Werld, and blind Letter- Learned 
which are not inſtructed to the Kingdo 


of God, are uſed to do, to avoid thereh 
the Croſs; but freely, according to the Senſ, 


and Mind of God in the Holy Ghoſt. Cer 


tainly we muſt follow Chriſt, bear the Croſs, 
hate our Life, and forſake all, if we woul! 


be Chriſt's Diſciples, as indeed we mee 
with nothing ſo frequently inculcated by th 
Evangelifts, who under ſtood the Neceſſi 
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of it, and that without it we cannot be ad- 

= mitted into the School of Chriſt, nor be his 
= Diſciples, Therefore muſt this Seal be 
ll fr /# opened, and this Devil of the Fear of 
Aan caſt out, before the Fear of God can 
enter, and this Seal of the Book be open- 
ed. But a Man muſt ſuffer manifold Tri- 


e and great Oppoſition, until the Fear of 


Aan be wholly caſt out, and the pure Fear of 
ed enter in. As far as the Fear of God 
ol ters, fo far the Devil leaves him, and 
jj the Seal of the Fe ar of Man is opened, 
and the Wiſdom of God begins to take place 
* him. Eccleſ. Chap. 1 WI 
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J APRAYER. 


p Lord whoſe Wiſdom is ever- 
xi- laſting, and Power infinite; 


«nd whoſe Eyes are open over the 
ed ways of the Children of Men, to 
Bre to every one according to his 
ays, and the Fruit of his Doings. 
„It is manifeſt to Thee, that the Fear 
„Jef Man (by which thy Glory and 
ajeſty is denied, and thy infinite 
ower, which Thou haſt ſhewn from 
he Beginning, is deſpiſed, and made 
5 823 
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130 A Prayer 
to truckle under by the Nothingneſs 
of mortal Men, ho are but Duſt 
and Aſhes) bears the Sway every 
where, and is the Mother of innu- 
merable Crimes and abominable Sins; 
though generally eſteemed by Men 
as a piece of Prudence, and ranked 
in the Number of Virtues. O Lord, 
how deeply are we ſunk and plung- 
ed into Atheiſm, and a Denial of thy 
Eternal Godhead, from our Youth 
up, through that general Corrupti- 
on, that overſpreads the Face of the 
whole Earth. In Thee we live, and 
move, and have our Being; and yet 
how backward are we to ſeek Thee, 
if haply we might feel after Thee, 
and find. Thee, tho Thou art not 
far from us, and nothing can ſubſiſt 
Without Thee. Alas! bow -intirelyÞ 1 
are we turned towards theſe outward 
Things, tho' the Nature of true Faith 
be to look not at the Things that 
are ſeen, but at the Things that are 
not ſeen? This Word FA[7Z7, we 
have much in our Mouths, but not 
as an Olive-leaf of Peace, For the 


Power of Faith is almoſt no where 
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to be found, What is all our Doing, 
when compared with the Examples 
of the Ancients > Theſe were MEN 
indeed, and performed Manly Deeds; 
but whatever we pretend to, is mere 
Child's Play, and a tranſitory Dream. 
We boaſt of Faith, and are put into 
a Fright by the leaſt ruſhing of a 
Leaf; when indeed our Hearts ought 
not to be afraid, though many Hun- 
dred Thouſands were incamped a- 
gainſt us round about, to devour us. 
Art not Thou, O Lord, our Light 
and Salvation, whom then have we 
cauſe to fear > Art not Thou the 
Strength of our Life, why then are 
we terrified? Do we believe; that 
Thou art with us, why then do we 
fear any, that are againſt us? Who 
is it that can hurt us, when we have 
our Almighty. Father, the Creator of 
Heaven and Earth, for our Friend 2 
But Thou ſeeſt, O Lord, that Hy- 
pocriſie has filled the Earth, and 
that Men diſſemble and lie to their 
Neighbour for Temporal Intereſt; 
and yet for all that, we imagine our 


es to be in a good State, and 


think 
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think the Church in a flouriſhing ifie 
Condition. But be Thou pleaſed, On o 
Lord, to inſpect our Cafe, and tor u 
create a Help for us- Send forth 2. O 
gain the Spirit of Faith, as of old, ho 
that thy Servants may be known by eac 
their not being the Servants of Men, Peril 
and thy Meſſengers, by being raiſedſÞmay 
above the Fear of Tyrants. O Lord, s fo! 
let the Simplicity and Cheerfulneſshe | 
of thy Servants, deſpiſed of theſſpara! 
World, ſhine forth and flouriſh again, rm. 
whom Thou didſt make uſe of as ofthe | 
thy Mouth, and didſt confirm theitſunde 
Teſtimony by their Sufferings andi hic 
thy wonderful Aſſiſtance: honouringBault 
them, that did honour Thee, with-ſthey 
out any Reſpect of Perſons. Thouiraw 
didſt make them a fenced Wall officrſe 
Braſs, which every one did fight a- Jalſe 
gainſt, but could not prevail overſghe ( 
them; for Thou didſt deliver themFhe - i 
out of the Hands of the Wicked, andÞa/a; 
didſt redeem them out of the Handqhat 
of the terrible Ones. O Lord, letÞecu: 
thy Face ſhine upon us again, thatghey 
we may behold thy Glory: So ſhall t 
we be healed, and Thou alone 2 ita 
ni 
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Wikfied, and thy Name only ſanctiſied 
Wo our Hearts, and through thy Pow- 
er we ſhall overcome all. 

Open the Eyes of thoſe, whoſe Feet 
hou haſt turned into the Path of 
ace, and diicover to them the great 
crilouſneſs of our Times, that the 
ay know, how highly neceſſary it 
s for them in their Soul, and from 
he Bottom of their Hearts, to be ſe- 
darated from all Creatures, and to be 
rmly united to Thee by Faith; to 
he End they may continue faithful 
nder all the manifold Temptations, 
hich. daily befal them, or may aſ- 
zult them for the future: and that 
hey may. not ſuffer themſelves to be 
Jrawn away with others into a per- 
erſe Mind. Confound, O Lord, all 
alſe Prudence, which flies back at 
he Croſs of Jeſus Chriſt, and leads 
he inconſiderate into the ways of 


-. — 
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ndBa/aam. O Lord, awaken them 
hat are aſleep in the State of carnal 
le$ecurity, perſuading themſelves, that 
nafhey faithfully ſerve Thee, whilſt in 
fall things they endeavour only to 
itate and pleaſe Men. Rouze _— 
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O Lord, that the Dead may no longer 185 
bury the Dead. Send thy holy Spi- Nreſ 
rit, even the Spirit of Power, of Love, 
and of a ſound Mind, into the Hearts Nel 
of the Paſtors of thy Church, that Ind 
every one may clearly ſee and per- Nan. 
ceive, not in a few, but many Thou-· Nad 
ſands, what a vaſt Difference there 
is betwixt Hirelings, who are afraid 
of Men, and of loſing a Temporal 
Benefice, and the true Servants of 
God, the Miniſters of the moſt High, 
who do not ſeek their own, nor de. 
ſire to pleaſe Men, but count not their 
Lives dear; always bearing abour in 
the Body, the dying of the Lord Je- 
ſus, that the Life alſo of Jeſus might 
be made manifeſt in their mortal Bo- 
dies. Prepare the Youth for thy 
Service, and vouchſafe thy Bleſling 
unto them, that they may be ]ike Ar- 
rows in the Hand of the Mighty, 
Fill many Thouſands with the bold 
and joyful Spirit of thy Prophets and 
Apoſtles, and make them as ſo many} }; 
poliſhed Arrows in thy Hand, that 
may fly ſtrait to the Mark, that fo a 
laſt all the Earth may be filled wy 
| t 
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hy Glory. Vouchſafe alſo, of thine 
nfinite Grace, thy Bleſſing to this 
Weltimony, that many learning there- 
y to mind themſelves, may begin to 
Feel their own deplorable Condition, 
Ind ſo couragiouſly enter upon a con- 

ant Warfare againſt the Fear of Man, 
Ind through thy mighty Power fully 
© @vercome and conquer it. O Lord 

od of Hoſts, hear us, and comfort 
ls again with thy Help! To thy 
Name give the Glory, that Thou 
„ Wnayſt be known by all Men, ac- 
Wording as Thou haſt revealed thy 
rc! in thy moſt holy Word. Amen. 
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